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e My nine-hour journey from Beijing ended as I awoke in the

morning just as the train pulled into Wuxi, the emerald green

city just west of Shanghai. (Tom Bannigan)
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- PREFACE
* Ye Zhaoyan

Nearly 30 years ago, in the early morning of a summer's day, I started a bicycle trip from Nanjing to
Wuxi. After riding a distance of some 220 kilometers the bumpy roads of pebbles took their toll on my body
and spirit almost sending me home. However, off in the distance I suddenly spotted Taihu Lake and my spir-
it was restored. Taihu Lake was not too far away and the descending sun and my tired legs were not going
to stop me from getting a glimpse of the lake.

I rode towards the lake on a zigzag course being cheered up and motivated onward by the lake’s glit-
tering surface. Taihu Lake’s charm, a fine representative of Wuxi's beauty, is its glossy and silky water.
Although a lover of photography I instantly regretted not bringing my camera with me and was unable to
have this memorable scene recorded. As they say, history doesn’t repeat itself and this beautiful experience

from my past can only be regrettably retained in my personal memory.
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Alain Escudier

I am a fan of vintage photographs. I never pass up the chance to appreciate them when-
ever the opportunity arises. Old photographs always convey such rich information about our
history. Personally, I believe the primary function of photography is to record history with the
pursuit for artistic appeal coming second. Cameras are a foreign invention with the first pho-
tographs about Chinese life being taken by foreign photographers and friends from all parts of
the world. The foreigner’s perspective seen in their photography is often quite different from
those of local Chinese photographers, giving these images a very distinctive viewpoint to our
society.

In order to understand ourselves better or even re-discover ourselves, sometimes we need
to find a unique perspective. This is especially true when we have become too familiar with
our own life patterns and unaware of the new happenings around us. In this time of drastic
changes in China today, the work from foreign photographers reflects 'back a new vision of
Chinese life, a vision that will not only be unusually significant to people now, but will also
enlighten the future generations.

During this warm and beautiful spring, ten photographers from around the world gathered
in Wuxi, focusing on the local customs and people. As professional photographers, the concepts
and compositions executed in the photos were immensely fascinated to view. It was my honor
and joy to be the first to appreciate their work and to write this preface for this collection.

Perhaps what impressed me the most was the pure enjoyment I had, while viewing these
wonderful photos, an enjoyment that was not solely based on the artistic glamour captured by
the photographers. To be honest I was not as surprised about the beauty of the familiar scenes
on these photographs as I have seen many of these places and subjects in old photographs
taken by foreigners over the years. What I enjoyed was that the different perspectives between
Chinese and foreign photographers are becoming less striking and the appreciation for our
unique culture and beauty is being shared by both groups.

This illustrates that both Wuxi and her people are making progress, that Wuxi is opening
up and becoming more developed and most importantly that foreign photographers are not
simply interested in seeking out the novel and satisfying curiosity any more. Photographers
are trying to reveal more of the true picture of Wuxi. Meanwhile, we Chinese have changed our
attitude from blindly following foreign ideas or simply ignoring them as a means to achieve a
globally balanced foothold. The global view seen in these pages is the perfect embodiment for

people from all over the world to communicate and understand each other well.

May 2010
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e Wuxi is located on the Yangtze River delta, one of the most developed areas in China. It is located just

128 km west from Shanghai and covers an area of 4,788 square kilometers.
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WONDERFUL WU CIVILIZATION — B - ' o 2

Beginning nearly 3,000 years ago with Taibe, the
pioneering founder of the Wu State, Wu culture
centralizes on moral enlightenment and practical
thought.




-

FE 3
KXtz

FAFE.
ZSHHHA.

NI

’

ERRINE
E:

o
EBET.

P

s B
2%

Robert van der Hilst




s Patrick Chatelier
A P The ancient Wu waterways.
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