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The Beautiful Xiche River

The Xiche River is running in the middle-south of Longshan
County in the west part of Hunan Province. It originates from
Shuishaping Valley and Maoerdong Valley. The river, after travel-
ing 83 kilometers by way of Hongyan, Ganxi, Xiche and Miaoertan,
empties itself into the You River at Longtou. Before joining the You
River, it receives as many as 76 streams, like Mengxi Stream,
Dianfang Stream and Gushi Stream. It offers a sense of freshness
and pleasantness of the nature with its rushing waters, the green
trees, towering cliffs, wild animals and birds on its both sides.

In ancient times, this river was named after its wild
surroundings. The present name “Xiche™ has developed from its
former name “Xieze”, a term in the Tujia language meaning “a grass-
green river”. The river valley is a place where the Tujia people live.
It has a long history with simple and homely customs. Since 1961, a
lot of historical relics have been unearthed. Xiche Town began to
take shape in the Ming Dynasty, and became prosperous and thriv-
ing between the end of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the
Republic of China. The implementation of the “bureaucratization of
native officers” by Emperor Yongzheng of the Qing Dynasty led to
the abolishment of the restrictions by the native headmen on the
businessmen’s entering, and as a result, outside traders of Han na-
tionality began to stream into this Tujia area. Xiche Town was once
the centre of nationality trade within a circumstance of several hun-
dred li because of its advantageous position in the middle of the
county. Until the 50s of the 20th century, peasants in the north part
of the county had delivered their tax grain and surplus grain to this
town and then carried back from here salt, cloth and other goods of
daily necessity to various parts of the county, and therefore the town

became “a daily fair” with throngs of people arriving and leaving.

This river valley was inhabited by primitive humans as early as |
10 thousand years ago. Now the valley has a population of 100,000. It
is one of the cradles of the Tujia people. Over 50 percent of the Tujia
people who can speak the Tujia language live in this river valley. Its
long history and special natural surroundings have produced its sin-
gular customs and unique folk culture, and it is the place where the
Tujia culture has best been preserved. Some of the Tujia culture pre-
served in primitive integrity are: Baishou Dance which demonstrates
their ancestor's farming, hunting, fishing, migrating, going to war
and their daily activities; Maogusi which is known as the living fos-
sil of primitive dramas; instrumental music and songs which are typi-
cal of the Tujia people such as Dongdong-kui music, drum-and-gong
music, Tujia folk songs and wedding songs; the unique Tujia “Tima”
which is played in worship; Tujia brocade —— “Xilankapu™ , which
is one of the three famous brocades in China. Xiche Town is a very
beautiful and charming place where there are rivers, mountains,
Diaojiaolou (wooden or bamboo houses supported by pillars), bridges
with pavilions attached, ancient buildings, well-preserved
“Chongtianlou” houses, foods of Tujia flavor, and the places from
which one can not bear to tear himself away may be the picturesque
Laodong and Laochehe where the Tujia clan lives.

Time marches on. When you are in Xiche Town today, you
may find that ancient times have given way to modern times, but
your chatting with elderly people over special local rice wine and
smoked pork will surely enable you to capture and appreciate the
primitive and ancient flavor about this wonderful place. You are
welcome to Xiche Town!

Huang Youwei
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Xiche River in the Morning Sunshine
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“Shangrila” Secluded in West Hunan
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Laodong - Ancient Home Land of the Tujia People
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Charming and Mysterious Xiche River
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Cheerful Stream
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Ancient Ferry
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Ancient Dock
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Hujiagiao Dock in Green
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Charming and Fascinating Pillar-sup-
ported Houses
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Residential Area with a Long History
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Pillar-supported Houses above the Ancient Dock
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