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Rizhao as a coastal city of prefectural level, located at southeastern Shandong province, is quite
young in modern history. In 1992, Rizhao extended its governed area to three counties, including
Rizhao county, Ju county which belonged to Linyi prefecture before, and Wulian county which one
belonged to Weifang city. All of these three counties have their own long history and own rich
resource of cultural relics. Ju county is famous for its sites of late Dawenkou culture, and as capital
of Ju country of Zhou Dynasty. And Rizhao itself is well known for some famous prehistoric sites, for
example, Liangchengzhen, Donghaiyu and Yaowangcheng. Therefore we could see many different
versions of books on historic culture of Ju county and Rizhao. However, Wulian county seems to be
forgotten and there is not even one copy of such book. In fact, there are indeed some very important
archaeological finds in Wulian county, which could represent the ancient history of the whole Rizhao
city to some extent. For example, the city wall sites and jade wares of Dawenkou and Longshan cul—
ture found in Wulian, are well known not only in Rizhao and Shandong province, but also all over
China and the whole world in a way. In this case, to present the ancient culture of Wulian county for
both academic field and local people who live in this area, becomes important and urgent. The book
A Collection of Cultural Relics from Wulian County edited by Mr. Guo Gongshi, curator of Wulian
county museum, is of great significance for this reason.

Archaeological work in Wulian county started from the Dantu site of Chaohe town. The discovery
of Dantu site was an interesting history. According to the memory of Mr. Wang Xiantang, a famous
scholar of Shandong province, in about 1900 when he was four or five years old, his father Wang
Tinglin, who was a doctor and was fond of epigraphy, collected some stone tools from Dantu site, and
asked Wang Xiantang to choose one as a gift. This has been an impressed memory of Mr. Wang Xi—
antang. And thirty years later, he suggested the archaeological group of Institute of History and
Philology of Academia Sinica to survey eastern coastal area of Shandong province. In 1934, Wang
Xiang and Qi Yanpei of the group carried on an archaeological survey season of two months there,
and one of the important results is the discovery and confirmation of Dantu site. After that, staff of
Shandong provincial administration of cultural relics, and Professor Liu Dunyuan of Shandong
University, visited the site many times and got rich information of the site. Since the spring of 1995,
Shandong Provincial Institute of Archaeology and Cultural Relics has excavated the site many times.
One of the important results is the discovery of city wall of three circles used from late Dawenkou to
early and middle Longshan culture, occupying an area of 95,000-180,000 square meters. Besides,

the discovery of pottery gui—pitcher, eggshell black bei—goblet, black pottery lei, black pottery
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hu—jar, black pottery basin, black pottery cup, ete., important ritual vessels of Dawenkou and Long—
shan culture, demonstrates that Dantu site is a very important high level settlement of that period.

Besides, there are a large number of jade wares of late Dawenkou and early and middle Long—
shan of the Neolithic period, excavated from the Dantu site. The site is the only one which yielded
such rich resource of Neolithic jade wares in the whole Haidai area. The jades are now exhibited in
National Museum in Beijing, Shandong provincial museum, and Wulian county museum. They are
mainly for ritual purpose, including yue—axe, gi—axe, knife, bi—disc, ring, huang—pendant, bangle,
and ornament in bird shape, etc. They represent the highest level of jade production of Dawenkou
and Longshan periods, with slice cutting and other techniques, even of higher level than jade wares
from Hongshan culture and Liangzhu culture, and the techniques had been carried forward by jade
production of Xia and Shang dynasties. Many experts have visited Wulian county museum for these
precious jade wares and are impressed. They also expressed the wish to see the complete publication
of all the jades from Dantu together. This book presents part of the important finds which will hope—
fully satisfy the scholars to some extent.

Waulian county also has great geographical features of hills and plains for ancient people. In Ju
county, Yishui county and Rizhao city, archaeologists have found sites more than 10,000 years old of
the Paleolithic period. We expect more Paleolithic or early Neolithic period sites to be found in Wu—
lian county. For now we know the earliest sites in Wulian are of Dawenkou period, dating back to
5500 years ago, e.g. Dongjiaying site. Then the chronology is followed by Longshan culture, Yueshi
culture, Shang and Zhou dynasties, Qin and Han dynasties and periods until modern time. The book
A Collection of Cultural Relics from Wulian County presents more than 200 cultural relics of dif-
ferent periods, in a category of jade and stone tools, pottery and porcelain wares, bronze wares, coins,
seals and stone tablets. These collections demonstrate the archaeological remains of ancient people
who lived in Wulian, including their activities of agriculture, hunting and gathering, war, ritual and
religious work, daily life, marriage, funeral and transportation. These are witnesses of local history,
how the civilization started here, and how the local culture became part of Chinese civilization.

Standing in front of these beautiful cultural relics, we feel ourselves like a tiny grain of sand in
history. With the appreciation of the collections, we start to communicate with our ancestors, and
touch their wisdom with exclamation of how fast the history has changed. In a word, we hope the
cultural heritage left by our ancestors will be the driving force of our work today.

Luan Fengshi
7th December, 2010

In Shandong University
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Introduction

Waulian County is located on the west coast of the Yellow Sea and the southwest side of the Shandong
peninsula. It has a land area of 1443 square kilometers, with 50% mountain, 36% hills and 14% plain,
which make up a terrain with high topography in the middle. low topography in the surrounding area, and
small patches of plain at the northwest and northeast area. Most rivers originate from the middle mountain
area, and flow in all directions. The county belongs to the warm temperate zone with a semi—humid
monsoon climate and an average temperature of 12.6°C. The annual amount of precipitation is 767.1mm.
The place is called the garden of the cities in Shandong peninsula, for its beautiful mountains and clear

water, as well as its pleasant climate and environment.
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