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PRONUNCIATION

PRONUNCIATION

The land of China is vast and the population is large. Among the numerous dialects, the
Peiping (Peiking) dialect was chosen as the official language which is now used throughout
China. Presently in Chinese courses taught around the world, apart from using Mandarin
Phonetic Symbols (MPS) (7 » R » 12 T » «oeee ] , other systems such as the Taiwan
Tongyong Romanization, the Pinyin system, and the Yale Romanization system are still used.

This book is adapted to the needs of foreign students and systems of MPS, the Taiwan
Tongyong Romanization and Pinyin are used. The pronunciation section is divided into six
parts, concentrating on practical usage. The student should practice the text at the laboratory
intensively in order to master the basic materials.

The initials and finals used in MPS ,the Taiwan Tongyong Romanization and Pinyin are
as follows:

Initials : Finals

MPS Tongyong| MPS Tongyong| MPS = Tongyong
2 b Y a ol ya,-ia
54 p T 0 = yo
n m i e S ye,-ie
o f t e =
7 d h ai ot yao,-1a0
= t e ei R you,-iou
3 n 4 ao il yan,-ian
7 1 X ou Tty yin,-in
K« g 5 an —7/% | yang,-iang
a k 2 en —/ | ying,-ing
i3 h T ang AY wa,-ua
Y ji L eng XT WO0,-U0
4 ¢ JL er X%H wai,-uai
T S i yi,-1 X\ wel,-uel
W jh(i) X wu,-u | X5 | wan,-uan
4 ch(i) U Yo | X wun,-un
r sh(i) XA | wang,-uang
r(1) X/ = wong,-ong
P z(1) (Bhs yue,-yue
+ c(i) UD | yuan,-yuan
L s(i) Lty yun,-yun

U/l | yong,-yong
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Practical Audio-Visual Chinese ;

Initials Finals

MPS | Pinyin | MPS | Pinyin | MPS Pinyin
7, b b8 a ik 3 ya,-ia
=4 p 4 0 = yo
n m & e =tk ye,-ie
C f t e =t
7 d 7 ai e 1 yao,-iao
p t fi ) el o you,-iu
b n 4 ao v yan,-ian
V2 1 X ou T yin,-in
K« g 4 an —7/ | yang,-iang
2 k i en —/, | ying,-ing
J h p ang XY wa,-ua
Y j L eng XE WO0,-U0
< q )L er X% wai,-uai
bl X o yi,-i RN wel,-ui
W zh(i) X wu,-u X5 | wan,-uan
4 ch(i) u yu,-ufii | X wen,-un
F sh(i) XA | wang,-uang
r(i) X/, | weng,-ong
P z(1) Ut yue,-iie
i3 c(i) U% | yuan,-lan
L s(i) (B s yun,-iin

U/l | yong,-iong

One of the features of the Chinese language is its tonality. The same syllable with a
different tone yields different meanings. Therefore it is crucial to pay close attention to tonal
variations while learning Chinese.

There are four tones in Chinese plus a fifth neutral tone, as indicated below.

The Tones

i Tone Marks ol ot i .
one i escription 1tc one-grap
MPS | Pinyin

1st tone e high level 85 |




PRONUNCIATION

2nd tone / ¢ high rising xS el
3nd tone v v falling and rising 214: \/]
falling (from high to .
4th tone \ \ low) Sk \l
Neutral tone . no set pitch*

* The neutral tone has no set pitch. The actual pitch of a neutral syllable depends on the tone
preceding it.

TONE GRAPH
Length

high

Pitch

low

Novd s 8

- 7T tiaode R4 v - 7T paode - 7 pade C\ - 7 feide
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. EVERYDAY LANGUAGE
o AND PRONUNCIATION

P4v o
Z3o.
P&V e (Good morning.)
Z3ao.

(Good morning.)

5 —v J %V ° (How are you?/How do you do?)
Nihao.
G —v ] %V °(How are you?/How do you do?)
Nihao.

(Name)* 7— v J 4 Vv ° (Howareyou, ?)
(Name), nihdo.
D—v %V »(name) ° (How areyou,

Nihdo. (name).

Y a Y7 a Yv i YN a
- 7 i —v - oy
X wi X7 wa XV wi XN wu

H ai Bsoa v oai hNoal



DRILLS 1 EVERYDAY LANGUAGE AND PRONUNCIATION

\ @i N7 éi v & NN el
4 a0 %7 4o 4vY &0 4N a0
X Ou X7 bu XV du XN du
g
MY ma MnY v ma M % mao M%< mao
(mother) (horse) (cat) (feather)
2. Spelling
Y a - i P wil,-ii % ai
BY la =7 ni X ko =H N tai
XY N pa 2—v bi AXN o N% v  mii
IY / na H—v N R bu HH - lai
\ éi 4 ao X ou Z &
\v  béi L« gao0 77 X dou HESN 18
C\ fei 9%4v  kio KXV gdu KE ge
KNV géi RLY  pdo &X 7 tou IFEs hé
= én 5 an L éng x ang
2%v  bén 7%~ dan HLv  léng RAN  pang
%7  mén K5 gan 9L néng Tk kang
CH fen M5\  man 7L v déng AN lang
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XL  wong,-ong P z- L c- L S-
weéng, -Ong
DAL dong P4V LH N sai
XL~ gong PXv LY v sd
BALN i : LXLN song
G~ bl

YN HR s FEY AE~
dalou kéle kafei
(storied building) (cola) (coffee)

W 3.Change of the Third Tone

1)
J79 v Phx hénzang F—v{% nigio
J"5v 35/ hénnan 5 — v i/ ni mang
v M5~ hén man F—v S\ niléi

(2) If two syllables in succession use the third tone, the first syllable
changes to the second tone and the second syllable keeps the third

tone.
v %4v hénhio— T %) % v hénhio J—vJ %4v nihio— 27—/ % v nihao
JvhSv hénlin - 57 %5 v hén lan G—=vHB v nilin — I—HS v nilin



DRILLS 2 EVERYDAY LANGUAGE AND PRONUNCIATION

v P%v hénzio— 7 P %v hén zio 7—Vv.P%Y nizdo— 73— TP %V nizido

(3) If more than two syllables of third tone are in succession, the tone

changes according to context.

G—=v] v 4v nihénhio— 73—/ /] %vnihén hdo/ 2—v /I % <] % v ni hén hio
G—=v]ovHh5 v nihénlan - F—/J 5 HSvnihénlan/ 7—v /97 %H5 v ni hén lian
G—vH5vTP%v nihénzio— 73—/ %+ P%v nihén zio/ 2—v /) % 7 P4 ni hén zdo

DRILLS /

Vo
il

T—4 - T—t - *(Thankyou.)
Siesie.

Xiexie.

99X s FEN L= °(You're welcome.)
Bukeéci.

Bukeqi.

DANN XN L —V ¢ ('msorry.)

Dueéibuci.

Duibugi.

A\ 7 X5 - T— o (It'sall right./ It doesn’'t matter. /
M¢éiguansi. Never mind.)

M¢éiguanxi.

Hev P PHN U—=5\ ¢ (Good-bye, teacher.)
Laoshth zaijjian.

Laosht zaijian.

TH Y—5 \ ¢ (Good-bye.)

Zaijian.
*

T—%~-T—¢————— MPS

Siesie Tongyong Romanization

Xiexie Pinyin

vii
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1. Spelling

X wit AY waqua XT woud AP wai-uai X'\ wéi,-uéi

wel,-ul
Avwli XY hua 2XTY dus  TXFH™ kuai Z2ANN duéi
dui
X8 win KXY gua TXATN cudo T AFH 7 huai A\ “ huéi
wen hui

XL wong TAXYNhua  HAT7 Iuo KXFN guai PANY zudi

weng zui
X5 wan, XY win,-in X wang, XL  wong,-ong
-uan weén,-un -uang weéng,-ong
KX5  guan HA9 Vv cln XK/ huang AL dong
LXE  guan  EXY7  tin UXALv guiang HEALVY tong
AN huan 277X~ dun TRALN kuang  TXL N nong
- Y jh- zh- 1 ch- 7 sh-
N rih ¥~ jhih 4 N chih 7~ shih
ri zhi chi shi
XN rou Wi jhang 4 A5/ chuan PA  shi
zhang
77 rén W\ jhe 4%  chai PXZT  shud
zhe
OAN rang Y4V  jhio 4 X% chiin 7P\ 7 shéi

zhdo

viii



i~

7 X

shu

(book)

DRILLS 2 EVERYDAY LANGUAGE AND PRONUNCIATION

7 X\ shu r5

(tree) (mou

/

shan
ntain)

7 7 rén
(person)

X5 v win
(bowl)

PANY {XT Vv =V o XL s ZY UXT v W
shu€igud / shuigud  tangchih / tangchi hongcha gudzhih / gudzhi
(fruit) (spoon) (black tea) (juice)
— yi-i —Y ya-ia —t yg-ie —% yado-ido —X you,-idu
you,-ili
J—=vni H—-YV lia 29—t bi¢ T—%V nido 7—X  didu did
77— di —Y 7 ya N—¥ N mié X—%~ pido B —X v lidu liv
72—V bi =Y~ yi t—tv tig A—% v lido 7 —X 7 nibu nia
—5 yan-ian —X& yang-idng —% yin-in  —Z  ying-ing
M—5\ mian 9 —7 7 niang =tz fih 2—L  bing
t=—5  tian #—x v lidng M—%v min n—L v ding
72—5 v biin =7 niang #—2 7 lin M—ZL N ming
Y j- < c- T s-
q- X-
Y- it AR ci T—v si
qi x1
U-=yY jia L= 4 cidu T—%~ siao
qia X120
U—=X~  jiou &= ¢ cian T—Hxv sidng
jiu qian xiang
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Y—ji F— % v nido {—5 ~ cian/ qian 9—4% v biao
(chicken) (bird) (money) (watch)
VTR / ~_ o\
RN @‘a‘?
=
T=&XY R—L s KXTV 2
- I ) % 4 € che
mianbao sigua / xigua pinggud
(bread) (watermelon) (apple) (car)

\ 4 2. The Neutral (Light) Tone

ny-ny mima $XT T jhuozih &Y N7  tamen &Y 7T tade
zhuozi

HHs-HE laile THA~-T fangzih X5~ TP panzih 7%/ - 2T nande
fangzi panzi

Y—tv - U—t jigjie 977 P bénzih Z—v M7 nimen 77X 7T kude
bénzi .

YN -9Y baba RAN-T pangzi 75 HE kanle AY 2T lade
P
ey M
= —
|

WXT - T =y =P 9% T R5¢ = F
jhuozih / zhuozi yizih / yizi beizih / beizi panzih / panzi
(table) (chair) (cup) (plate)




DRILLS 3 EVERYDAY LANGUAGE AND PRONUNCIATION

GXHN =P J%H+s T Chxs T
kuaizih / kuaizi haizih / haizi fangzih / fangzi
(chopsticks) (grapes) (child) (house)
=Y PH N FY v L ? (Whereis he/she?)
Ta zai nar ?
EY PH o (He/sheisat/in )

Ta zai

Tuds T—%~  syuésiao / xuéxiao (school)

X7 PX LAB v tashiiguan (library)
LXN PEN sushe (dormitory)
+—v U X5V tiyugudn (gymnasium)
WU=&%x ] jiaoshih / jiaoshi  (classroom)
t5 L—L canting (cafeteria)
-y jia (home)

Z—v 9%~ 3Y v )LL U ? (Where are you going?)

Ni dao nér cu?

Ni dao nar qu?

XTv g~ LU~ co('mgoingto_ )
Wo dao cu.

W6 dao qu.

Xi



