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UNIT 1

PART ONE INTENSIVE READING

WARMING-UP QUESTIONS

1. Why do you choose to take MBA program?
2. What is your dream job?
3. What strikes you most while preparing for the MBA entrance exam?

-
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A Life in the Day of an MBA

Morgan Witkin

Content New words

1. The MBA program is more than just a tough learning
experience for cramming as much finance and marketing | cram: vt. 2£3#
knowledge in as you can get. The personal development, the
networking, the people, the culture, the language of an MBA
program overseas all have an impact. impact; n. %%, ¥

2. In the first of a short series of “A life in the day of an
MBA” Morgan Witkin, a full-time ESADE MBA student from
the US, mulls over the deep philosophical impact of the MBA | mull; vi. {F4i3% &
on her life now and in the future, of the words of John
Lennon. . . and of strangling noisy house guests! strangle; vt. #1255,

3. John Lennon famously stated, “Life is what happens to you
when you’re busy making other plans.” [ unquestionably
agree. However, I had a thought today, an extension of Mr.
Lennon’s contemplation, that our best memories are made | contemplation: n. i/ &
when we’re too busy living them. 1 know this is no novel idea, | novel; adj. # i

I've had the thought hundreds of times and I know plenty of
other people who probably have as well. But last weekend,
also known as the weekend before finals, the weekend where
no one saw the light of day, or more appropriately “the
weekend of hell,” something struck me reminding me to | strike; vt. T3}, fit3h
appreciate even the infernal undertaking of exams. This | infernal: adj. HfRRRR
something made me take a step back and stop mulling over

what I miss about my past.

4.1t made me stop thinking about what my current life should | current: adj. 24REij#)
be as opposed to what it is.

5. It all started with a song. As part of our final evaluations
and grades, we had marketing presentations. For the past
two terms, we have been working towards a marketing




project in which we took a generic product each week and

developed it, working from market research and
segmentation, to distribution channels, branding and finally a
comprehensive marketing plan. As part of the culmination of
the past six months, we presented our full projects to both the
class and our professors. Each member of each group was

individually working day and night on this project.

generic: adj. —&RY

segmentation ; n. 43|
culmination: n. TH &

6. My roommate’s boyfriend happened to be at my apartment
working on his presentation. For the soundtrack, he chose a
song by a Spanish artist I had never heard of. For three days
straight, whether 1 was cooking, studying or showering, I
heard this song echoing through the halls of my home. I liked
the song, it was one of those songs that strikes you and
you’re not sure what it makes you feel or how it reminds you
of something particular, but it has the distinct effect on you
only music has a way of doing. Unfortunately, I was sick of it
by day two, as the repetition only added to my frustration of
incessant studying and lack of sunlight exposure. To be
completely honest, I wanted to wring his neck.

soundtrack; n. 73

straight; adv. 4z
echo: vi. & H HEE

incessant ; adj. WY
wring: vt. 37

7. Now however, a few days later, left with only a few mental
scars and dissonant worry, I can’t stop listening to the song.
I'm pleased to have found something that makes me feel lucky
to be in Spain-some part of this foreign culture that I connect
with.

dissonant; adj.

NG

8. The best part is, I know that I will hear the song again two
years from now and remember the study weekend where we
were all suffering, buried deep in corporate finance and
marketing strategy. And then five years from now-I will hear
the song and the details of the weekend will have all but
dissolved, but I'll remember my roommate and her boyfriend,
in my apartment, and the little family we formed in and out of
school.

dissolve : vi. JH§ 4
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9. And ten years from now, I will hear the song again and it
will remind me of the MBA-it will remind me of Barcelona. It
will be the memory that was made while I was on the verge of | verge: n. 1%
tears at the hands of calculators and notes that made no

sense.

10. But it’s a good memory. It's something rare that I'm liﬁng
now, that I've never lived before and I will never live again.
These are the memories, the incredible memories I am | incredible: adj. A~ 7]
making as I'm busy living them. That’s what [ mean by that. | EiH, ¥LLBEH

So much for short explanations. . .

11. As for the present, I am pleased to.say that exams are
over, term-two has ended and term-three has officially
begun. I can’t say that I did remarkably, but I believe that I
did enough to pass. I took an hour out of International Tax
Law studying to read and re-read the rules and regulations of
the MBA program. To be completely honest, I didn’t just
read them -1 dissected them and re-evaluated them and did | dissect: vt. {FZ053#r
about 1,000 different interpretations just to make sure that I'm
safe.

12. The time spent calculating the odds of being booted from | odds: n. A
the MBA probably would have been better utilized had I read | boot: vt. [ O ]fi#&
just one more chapter of one more book-but by day six, we
all go a little crazy, and I'm pleased to announce that failing
an exam does not necessarily result in expulsion. So the fates | expulsion: n. FF &
of corporate finance can stop breathing down my neck | fate: n. 455

because as Gwen Stefani sang, “I know we’re cool. ”

Source : http ; /Avww. topmba. com /articles /students /a-life-day-mba

USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

- make no sense: T XL

fail an exam . A Kk

~on the verge of : 7~ I 1%

be sick of . %} .- JRBRE

breathe down one’s neck: i F X £ AR
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NOTES

1. ESADE ; F§8E5F — FT 3 2 ) B 24 B , A ¥ 72 XU AN I 9 P BE 2T 58 — KImTi— B # %
Ak, ESADE ZERg L /& F 2004 F 23R ¥ beHE 2 A5 EX ERERE =
%o 2006 9 AR TREHEM+HFHITHE L, AL TH— LK E ESADE,
ESADE JKMMEHEERHEEEM A X EXTF#REURERENME. KET
JAFN, B2 T BRAL T Hb A ¥ X I B RRH SR R AR A .
2.John Lennon: 2% - iB#7#i - 34 (John Winston Lennon) , 32 [EZE Z #7 KRB “ #%
3k+" (The Beatles, #i¥ff(“ ") A, BB L ERFERHFRR
Z— B RARRBAY) FFA HEESIH REE .
3. Gwen Stefani; 3£ [F3# 4% Ska-Punk X#% ) No Doubt ZREA F M8, 7EiX X LR IKEHEESE
1B H, Gwen Stefani P4/ & A 1EAR /7 #938 PE 2 AR BA B R 5 I A B9
#1757, Gwen Stefani 41 iR T 5K BA 4 XF AR B HE AP M F Lo No
Doubt sRBATF 1992 %47 T 55—k 4 (No Doubt) , # HEZ 5+ £
SRR ] B R ITH 2K TR EUE TR KBS, R 18 S 52 8 JE 3k 18
THEELBEWMIT AL,

EXERCISES

I. Vocabulary
A. Directions; Choose the most appropriate word to fill into each sentence. You may
need to change the form of the words. Not all words can be used. Each word can only

be used once.

cram novel current expulsion odds
incredible mull strangle strike wring

verge dissolve contemplation straight dissect

1. Mills argues that high taxation the economy.

2. We in as much sightseeing as possible during our stay in New York.

3. Heis over the proposals before making any changes.

4. Tom has been without sleep now for three days

5. Inits state, the house would be worth $300,000.

6. The monks spend an hour in each morning.

7. You can narrow the of a nasty accident happening in your home

bybeing more safe-conscious.

8. The first thing that me was the fact that there were no other women
present.
9. The headmaster threatened the boys with
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10. There was blood everywhere and the pain was

B. Directions: Finish the incomplete sentences according to the Chinese meaning in

brackets.

1. It will be the memory that was made while I was (5 38 at the
hands of calculators and notes that made no sense.

2. Unfortunately, ‘I was (JR4%) it by day two, as the repetition only added
to my frustration of incessant studying and lack of sunlight exposure.

3. The time spent calculating the odds of (#FFER) from the MBA probably
would have been better utilized had I read just one more chapter of one more book.
4.I'm pleased to announce that (iR A Fe#g) does not necessarily result

in expulsion.

C. Directions:Use a proper preposition or adverb to fill in each sentence.

1.1t all started a song.

2. For three days , whether [ was cooking, studying or showering, I heard
this song echoing through the halls of my home.

3. In the first of a short series of “A Life in the Day of an MBA” Morgan Witkin, a full-

time ESADE MBA student from the US, mulls the deep philosophical
impact of the MBA on her life now and in the future.
4. the past two terms, we have been working towards a marketing project

in which we took a generic product each week and developed it, working from market
research and segmentation, to distribution channels, branding and finally a
comprehensive marketing plan.
5. It made me stop thinking about what my current life should be as opposed
what it is.

II. Reading comprehension
Directions: Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.
1. According to the author, what is “the weekend of the hell” ?
A. The weekend before the summer vacation.
B. The last weekend during the summer vacation.
C. The weekend before the finals.
D. The weekend before the New Year.
2. Which statement is wrong according to the article?
A. MBA study life is very meaningful to the author.
B. The author was not a top MBA student in her class.
C. Teamwork is highly appreciated in MBA study program.

, — B —
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D. Failing one exam will get you booted from MBA.
3. As part of the culmination of the past six months, the MBA students including the
author were supposed to :
A. take a generic product each week and develop it
B. work from market research to distribution channels, and finally make a comprehensive
marketing plan
C. present their full projects to both the class and their professors
D. all of the above
4. From the article we can infer that the author
A. appreciated her MBA life
B. didn’t like her MBA experience in Barcelona
C. hated her roommate’s boyfriend
D. worked very hard
5. What is the tone of the article?
A. Lighthearted. B. Sad. C. Religious. D. Radical.

III. Translation
A. Directions: Translate the following into Chinese.

The Right Time to Apply

The emergence of an individual’s leadership talent does not follow a pre-determined
schedule. Though some applicants choose to apply after four or five years of work
experience, many promising candidates are optimally prepared for the HBS MBA after
two or three years of experience. Ultimately, you are in the best position to determine
whether you are ready to apply.

If you have thoroughly explored our Web site and think that HBS may be right for
you, we encourage you to carefully review the Admissions and Financial Aid section.
Begin with our Admission Criteria page and be sure to complete the Introduce Yourself
form so that we can send you additional information relevant to your interests, including
invitations to MBA Admissions Events in your area.

Our MBA selection process is thoughtful, thorough and need-blind. Once students
are admitted, they may apply for financial aid; HBS is committed to making the MBA
Program accessible to students with a demonstrated financial need.
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B. Directions: Translate the following humor into Chinese.
The Genius Farmer

A man is driving down a country road when he spots a farmer standing in the middle
of a huge field of grass. He pulls the car over to the side of the road and notices that the
farmer is just standing there, doing nothing, looking at nothing.

The man gets out of the car, walks all the way out to the farmer and asks him,
“Ah,excuse me mister, but what are you doing?”

The farmer replies, “I'm trying to win a Nobel Prize. ”

“How?” asks the man, puzzled.

“Well I heard they give the Nobel Prize to people who are out-standing in their field. ”

PART TWO EXTENSIVE READING

How to Mend a Broken Friendship

Content New words

1. Growing up across the street from each other inTwin Falls,
Idaho, Lisa Fry and Paula Turner never doubted their
friendship would last forever. But after Fry married, moved to
New York City and had a baby, her letters to Turner suddenly
went unanswered. “Do you think I've somehow offended
her?” Fry asked her husband. Turner, meanwhile, had
convinced herself she was no longer important to Fry. “She’s
got a family now,” she told herself. “We’re just too different

to be close like before. ”

2.Finally, Fry summoned the courage to call her old friend. | summon: vt. SHEHES,
At first, the conversation was awkward, yet soon they both | awkward: adj. i
admitted that they missed each other. A month later, they
got together and quickly fell into their old habit of laughing
and sharing confidences. “ Thank goodness I finally took | confidence: n. ZLlNiE
action,” Fry says. “We both realized we were as important to

each other as ever.”
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