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Preface

Chinese culture is extraordinary because of its long history, which
is unlike that of other countries in the modern world. She was
born in an amazing land, China, and once gave birth to the most
brilliant agricultural civilization. She is long standing and well
established; she has never been discontinued. She has absorbed,
and is absorbing, foreign cultures so that she can be energetic and
vigorous at all times. She has held together hundreds of thousands
of people in the Pre-Qin era, tens of millions in the Han and Tang
dynasties, hundreds of millions in the late Qing dynasty, and now,
she holds together 1.3 billion people. She brings all the lifestyles
and spirits of Chinese people and influences to all the people of
China scattered throughout the world stamping them with Chinese
culture. Wherever the Chinese are, they will never change their
Chinese heart. Although this name, China, once meant nothing
but insult and humiliation to overseas Chinese, there is an ever-
growing eagerness to know more about China in the international
community with the rise in economy and national strength of
China. As we have seen, however, foreign understanding of China
is often superficial or even wrong causing some unnecessary
misunderstandings.

I am willing to see the world from the philosopher’s point of view.

I think Mr. Li Zehou’s “philosophy for existence” is very good. In
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