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Lesson One The Development of Air Cargo

Lesson One

The Development of Air Cargo
it 7 b ia i & g

Special Terms

Small Package Service: A specialized service guaranteeing the delivery of small
parcels within specified express time limits, e. g. same day or next day. This traffic
is subject to size and weight limitations. Most passenger air carriers also provide
this service at airport ticket counters with delivery at destination baggage claim

area. It’s often referred to as counter to counter.

Ton Mile: The common measurement of transportation productivity. One ton mile

means one ton of cargo flown one mile.

All-cargo aircraft. Aircraft for the carriage of cargo only, rather than the combi-
nation of passengers and cargo. Cargo aircraft carry palletized or containerized traf-
fic on the main deck and either unitized or bulk cargo on the lower deck. Cargo air-
craft are normally equipped with special cargo loading systems on the main

deck. Also referred to as freighters.

Text

The term air cargo is generally used in the broad sense, to include air freight,
mail, and the several types of expedited small package services. In short, almost
everything that goes in the cargo compartment on a passenger flight is considered

air cargo, except passenger baggage, which is treated as part of the passenger.



RMEERIE

The airline got their start carrying mail, then progressed into the passenger busi-
ness and moved to substantial participation in the freight business. Yet although it
was the latecomer, air freight was once the fastest-growing segment of the airline
industry. From 1961 through 1971, the ton-miles of freight carried by US scheduled
airlines had nearly a fivefold increase, while passenger-miles increased a little over
threefold. The 1970s showed slower but steady growth, about a 67 percent increase

over the decade for ton-miles of air freight.

In the 1980s small-package express services grew rapidly and data for that decade
reflect freight and express combined. They show an 85 percent increase in ton-miles
in the ten years. Most recent figures show an increase of 11.5 percent from 1990—

1993.

But it would be a mistake to downgrade the importance of air cargo only because
it is a small business compared with the passenger business. Because of its speed,
and because of the many savings deriving from speed, air cargo service has become
valuable to manufacturers, to retailers, and to consumers. A manufacturer of appli-
ances may rely on the airlines for delivery of components, while retailers may use
air for moving much of their merchandise to their scattered outlets. The consumer
may benefit in many ways, such as quick receipt of urgently needed goods. The
consumer also benefits indirectly to the extent that use of air may involve an overall

cost saving in the manufacture and distribution of goods.

Many airlines specialize in carrying cargo. But much cargo is carried by regular
passenger airlines, which means most cargo today travels in the cargo holds on

passenger flights, rather than all-cargo aircraft.

In 1949 the Civil Aeronautics Board ( CAB) established a class of airline called
certificated cargo carriers. The one member of that class that survived into the 1980s
was the Flying Tiger Line, which developed a large worldwide network and, for a
time, was the world’s largest carrier of air freight. In 1989 it was acquired by the

small-package carrier Federal Express.

The 1970s and 1980s saw a remarkable growth in small-package traffic. The
1990s, however, have seen small-package carriers expand into the air freight busi-
ness, the merger of Federal Express with Flying Tiger being consistent with this

trend. The term integrated carrier was initially used for small-package carriers using

2



Lesson One The Development of Air Cargo

their own trucks for pickup and delivery— “integrated” in the sense of one-com-
pany service from door to door. Not only have these carriers been expanding into air
freight, many air freight forwarders now operate their own aircraft and provide one-
company “integrated” service. The term is now coming to be used to distinguish the
airline that carries only cargo from the combination carrier that is primarily in the

passenger business and takes cargo as a sideline.

New Words

term [ torm] n.  AKif; 8 &
generally [ 'dzenarali ] adv. EH, LM, —HH
broad [ bro:d] adj. W, WM M
expedite [ 'ekspidait | v.  NmE; IR
package [ 'paekidz ] n.  HE, 4
consider [ kon'sida | ot.  EIE; BB Ch
progress [ 'prougres | n. HUEE, #HEP, KR

vi.  AUEE, B #EAT
substantial [ sob'steenfal ] adj. KEH; LR ; NAEFTTLH
participation [ paz:;tisi'peifan | n. %, %25
latecomer [ leit,kama ] n. BRFE, FokE
segment [ 'segmont | n. B, W, R
-fold [ fould | suff. #on “fE7, “HE”
fivefold [ "faivfould ] adv. T, FHEH

adj. TAEH), TEM
steady [ 'stedi | adj. TEEW, NEX); TIEM
decade [ 'dekeid ] n. HE, Y
express [ iks'pres | adj. 2IEH

n. RE, thig
reflect [ ri'flekt ] vt BE, RSP, Bl RE

vi. RO, BREL; R
downgrade [ 'davungreid | v. S NE
derive [ di'raiv | vt. 138, BF; KE, FH

vi.  ®E; K5
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valuable

manufacturer
retailer
appliance
delivery

component

merchandise

scatter

outlet
consumer

benefit

receipt
urgently
overall
distribution
regular

specialize

establish

certificate

survive

network

acquire
remarkable
expand

merger

4

[ 'veeljuabl |

[ imenju'fekt[ora |

[ 'rirteilo ]
[ o'plaions |
[ di'livori ]

[ kom'pounont ]

[ 'martfandaiz, -dais |

[ 'skaeta |

[ 'autlet, -lit |
[ kon'sjurma |
[ 'benifit |

[ ri'sizt ]
[ 'ardzontly ]
[ "'suvaro:l |

[ (distri'bjuzfan |

[ 'regjulo ]
[ 'spefalaiz |

[ i'steblif ]
[ so'tifikeit |

[ s9'vaiv |

[ 'netwark |

[ 9'kwaia ]

[ ri'mazkabl ]

[ iks'peend ]
[ 'ma:dza]

adv.
adj.

adj.
L.
vt.
vt.

vt.

vt.

vi.

vt.

adj.

RER, AUER, ATfhYRY

SREY) ok

MR, JR

i, bR, RE; BAUHHR
A, ik

AT, AR

B4t oot @i

B 5T

fEEOF, #4508

JrEL, HOT

ARG ; B
P, i, o

Zgi, T

S A28

Mlgs, 4rkk

WeE ;s ddE; A

UM, Y, BEH
Y, KR, —YITENRY
B, A

I EWIN, AN
LI, TR0

ffi& 14k

#ir, LE, Al
PIEHIE X AL - , HIEfHtHE
e, B,

17, /LI
17, TR
%

BR4%, 22

g, BUE, 23
AFER), BEX

BT s o fZhk; aR; ¥k
(L 5EH) A3F



Lesson One The Development of Air Cargo

v.
integrate [ 'intigreit | v.
initially [i'nifali] adv.
distinguish [ dis'tipgwi] ] v.
primarily [ 'praimorali, prai'me-]  adv.
sideline [ 'saidlain | mn.

(B EAFR) &3

KL i Rk
5w, Bk, kL
X, #E5l

FEH, WAL, Bk
Al

Phrases and Expressions

in the broad sense

air freight

air mail

cargo compartment/cargo hold
to be treated as
small-package express service
all-cargo aircraft

Civil Aeronautics Board
integrated carrier

air freight forwarder
consistent with

door to door

Notes

M B

(RS e

it R4

1
e

YEE

/M AR %5

E el )
RAMEZERS (FH)
iz Kiz N

s, wYEHE
ﬁ:‘%, E...... _ﬁ
FIEITH, E58ETM

1. In short, almost everything that goes in the cargo compartment on a passenger

flight is considered air cargo, except passenger baggage, which is treated as

part of the passenger.

o Inshort fiMEZ, Bz,
e o

® cargo compartment

B B, IARARIRBEERERY, RETER, TRTFREN—T

6}0

The airline got their start carrying mail, then progressed into the passenger bus-

iness and moved to substantial participation in the freight business.

P30 MU A R 5 RIER M, 25 BT R 18 MAHE R (15 5
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3. But it would be a mistake to downgrade the importance of air cargo only because
it is a small business compared with the passenger business.

e compared with... it E£/MASIEEEEB a small business, {5 %iEMLL,
sl s R,
B (MR E TIRIZMLFB SR/, Rt EEE, RRE T

4. The consumer may benefit in many ways, such as quick receipt of urgently nee-
ded goods.

e receipt of ... UgF|, kL.
e urgently needed goods urgently {&iffi needed, F/RETFHRY,
B0 HBRFEATLLZ T 5, B0 mT ARSI 2055 B 52 i o

5. The consumer also benefits indirectly to the extent that use of air may involve an

overall cost saving in the manufacture and distribution of goods.

e to the extent that... YT HZ5M0REE,

FEIC: MBI DU R 45, X2 B TR 2508 v] DARRIR S R A, g 2k =
4.

6. The one member of that class that survived into the 1980s was the Flying Tiger
Line, which developed a large worldwide network and, for a time, was the
world’s largest carrier of air freight.

e ... the world’s largest carrier of air freight... 4ya) L mFHEIS, HER
CREATE A FE A R KRB E AR,

B3 BEMEAFANEF—R “REME AR —HEIZF 20 te 80 18, “ ¥

R KRBT 2N, BaEIF—EiHA FRKWMEREAF,

7. The 1990s, however, have seen small-package carriers expand into the air
freight business, the merger of Federal Express with Flying Tiger being consist-
ent with this trend.

e The 1990s, however, have seen... Fj time (place) + see fy&5HyZe it
1 B 5 A Ik 1) e 5
e the merger of... & — 4 ialsrgiHy, Heb the merger RiZg5HMB 5 F£iE .,
1. Weather permitting, we will have a picnic tomorrow. ({15 X5 214,
AT R LBF4E )
PEIC: SR 4D 90 AR B /MIE I i AGE AL 55 BRI 5058, BEFR IR
# 5 KRR G I IE AR G X — A

8. The term integrated carrier was initially used for small-package carriers using

their own trucks for pickup and delivery— “integrated” in the sense of one-

company service from door to door.
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P BRI N7 XA R R RS R MR ER RN, TR Uk
—— “HiB” XHEWARH KO ARMETRITRRSS

Not only have these carriers been expanding into air freight, many air freight
forwarders now operate their own aircraft and provide one-company “integrated”
service.

e Not only... /) hfEI%EA], FiEH carriers,

B0 AUERRE AE SRS B EY Rz, rE2RYsimdirihs
BB HIR M s R 55 .

10. The term is now coming to be used to distinguish the airline that carries only

—

—_—

O XN e B W

cargo from the combination carrier that is primarily in the passenger business
and takes cargo as a sideline.

e ... to distinguish... from... 8. He. XAk .

e ... that carries... B|SZiEMA&IE the airline,

e ... that is primarily... %I%E M A& the combination carrier,

H;)‘C XANREMRERTX 2R Aa MKz N E . e IR Kz
P

Exercises

. Answer the following questions according to the text.

What is air cargo?

What services does air cargo include?

What services did the airlines initially provide?

In what period did the increase of air freight surpass that of passenger business?
In the 1980s what services gained rapid growth?

Why is the importance of air cargo overlooked sometimes?

Why has air cargo service been important and helpful to its customers?

How can manufacturers, retailers and consumers benefit from air cargo service?

How is most air cargo transported by many airlines?

10. How are integrated carriers different from combination carriers?



Il. Match the words or phrases in column A with the definition in column B.

A B
1. consumer a. something done in addition to

one’s main work and activities

2. latecomer b. combining of two commercial companies
3. combination c. to make larger

4. expand d. number of things combined

5. retailer e. a company offering door to door service

6. in the broad sense f. a person who buys goods or services

7. pick up g. a person who arrives late

8. merger h. someone who sells things not by wholesale
9. integrated carrier 1. to collect or arrange to get

10. sideline j- to a large extent

Ii. Fill in the blanks with appropriate words and phrases.

involve  rather than  expand  acquire  remarkable

- air freight  segment  delivery  receipt retailer

1. It is a very feat of engineering to propel a jumbo aircraft 10

km high at a speed of 950 km/h.

2. may use air for moving much of their merchandise to their

scattered outlets.

3. has many advantages over any other means of transport.

4. The insurance company charges the shipper a lower premium for the same kind of

coverage if goods are shipped by air by sea.
5. A manufacturer of appliances may rely on the airlines for of
components.

6. The consumer also benefits indirectly to the extent that use of air may

an overall cost saving in the manufacture and distribution of

goods.
7.In 1989 it was by the small-package carrier Federal Express.
8. The consumer may benefit in many ways, such as quick of

8



Lesson One The Development of Air Cargo

urgently needed goods.

9. The 1990s, however, have seen small-package carriers into

the air freight business.

10. Air freight was once the fastest-growing of the airline in-

dustry.
V. Translate the following into Chinese.

1. Although it was the latecomer, air freight was once the fastest-growing segment
of the airline industry.

2. The term integrated carrier was initially used for small-package carriers using
their own trucks for pickup and delivery.

3. Most of cargo today travels in the cargo holds on passenger flight, rather than
all-cargo aircraft.

4. Small-package express services grew rapidly and data for that decade reflect
freight and express combined.

5. The term is now coming to be used to distinguish the airline that carries only car-
go from the combination carrier that is primarily in the passenger business and
takes cargo as a sideline.

6. Retailers may use air for moving much of their merchandise to their scattered out-

lets.
V. Translate the following into English.

Fizkiz N

B B 5
RE I EE AT 2= 2 ]
TR A

2hIE KL

o
J’_l\

IR AR 55

NP o=



