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Unit 1 People |

Unit 1 People

Getting Ready

Questions for Discussion

'. Look at Picture A.
| Who is your idol, if you have one ?
'. Look at Picture B.
__| What qualities should one have if he/she wants to succeed ?

i
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My Late Father

Pre-Reading Tasks

1. Who do you think have the greatest influence on you? Why?
2. Describe your father to your classmates. What is he like? What
does he do? What do you think of him?

My late father, who was a doctor of traditional Chinese medicine, had the greatest
influence on my life. | am a first generation Chinese-American and have experienced other
cultures, with their many virtues as well as their shortcomings. | assume that many of the
virtues of my heritage are true without questioning them. My perception of cultural
strengths and weakness was distorted. As far as | know, assertive people prevailed; the
meek failed. | always frowned when reminded of our ethnic stereotypes. | admire the
western-like strength and assertiveness of movie stars and sports figures. They are opposite
to my father, a patient, adjusting, humble, industrious gentle man.

My father was a respectable man who was invariably trusting of others. As a teenager,
| failed to appreciate these personalities; instead, perceived many of his habits to be
symbolic of weakness. If a regular customer was short of cash, my father would say, “No
problem, pay me tomorrow.” If he found money not belonging to himself, he would,
unhesitatingly, search for its rightful owner and give the money back. He always did so
much for other people, asking for so little in return.

I was wondering what kind of business sense that was and how he would ever make
his fortune. What a foolish man | thought him to be, always giving, and seldom taking. As
the years passed, | gradually realize how special he was not only to his own family, but
also to those with whom he came into contact. My father rarely lectured; instead, he set
an example with his own conduct.

Although it is not surprising that I’'ve grown to be much like my father, I still swell with
pride when people mention that | resemble him. | desire to be the positive example to
others that my father was to me. |, as a guidance counselor at Brooklyn Technical High
School, am in a position to shape young minds. | expect to make a difference, not only
for my community but also for the wider educational community. Much of our hope for
change is dependent upon the attitudes of our young people. Then, how can | make a
beneficial influence on the leaders of tomorrow?

To a great extent, the best way to begin is to set a good example, and to be as

2]
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senuine ac possible. The rest of it caring and sympathy—will come naturally. What |
propose young people to do is seek and follow proper models. They may be much closer
than you realize. Respect others, work hard and treasure honesty and loyalty. No matter
what your endeavor is, set a good example for yourself as well as others. Maybe it sounds
somewhat corny, but in these dark and difficult times, a breath of fresh air is in order.

All my worthwhile deeds and accomplishments, however modest or impressive, are
credited to my late father. True, as a youngster in the inner city, | was far from being a
model citizen. Time and wisdom deriving from a source greater than I, has enabled me to
appreciate life’s great virtues and from where they originate.
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sympathy /'stmpabi/ n. L i Pl s
honesty. . .\ . [oligstid oo il Bt SRR e
fovalty . . 0o MOl s R

SrEBAVOr, . . . PRERNRL S i s dea B s
COMBVE e e e e R Y ML
TSR R T e e Bt e e
accomplishment  /a'kamplifment/  n. Bk, B4 L, HKE
originate . . IoTIAZINERtE I b W i BB B e

Phrases and Expressions

as far as #t -+ & make a fortune Bk4%

opposite to L ------ Vi) & : come into contact #&fik

remind of 4.+ = AAAL make a difference & %

be short of &) to a great extent /R X A2 E £
belong to & T far from &% A

give back )i derive from % &

Notes

1. As a teenager, I failed to appreciate these personalities; instead, perceived many of his
habits to be symbolic of weakness. 25— 4, FAR LA B 53 48 5 5 ; 46 2, A H b 7R
2 > 1R R 55 B RAE

as FE AL RS TR , 7] SR VBT L as a teenager YRSB4 FHPRIE, B TAIE RN T 5 H R
VA, instead VE &I, 7E AL K RIRTE LT, perceived many of his habits to be symbolic
of weakness J&~4# W53 , AR AT W T EiE“1” .

2. As the years passed, I gradually realize how special he was not only to his own family, but
also to those with whom he came into contact. FfZ5 % H B W, FRZE W Z iR 8], X P9 5
N FOA BB i B AT 55, At 22 4 PO RFR o

as TESLAL T | i [E R 38 DA B9 AR 3 17 , i R “ Fi% 7 o not only ... but also ... &3
RIS FR BB, 7] DUEEE 305 OFIE EIE  REIEANEIE RIBES, X B R
SR TRTE R P AERIE .

3. All my worthwhile deeds and accomplishments, however modest or impressive, are
credited to my late father. FRFTH A WEMTT AL, AT L A MBEEURZ A, #55 &
HREHAILRE,

however modest or impressive J&~44 W% 4] , #b 75 58 #& >4 “ however modest or impressive

4]
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they are” | 3x H ) however 2/ 8liA , MER“ NE/ER" , FkEHi modest 1 impressive, X
FEA Y however HSC B AT % i8] 9 ThEE , I LAS | S ib2B4R0E N4 o

4. Time and wisdom deriving from a source greater than I, has enabled me to appreciate
life’s great virtues and from where they originate. s [E] A1 25 A R U8 L IR A K, BN IREED
a3 A A KTEM BT TR o

) Y deriving from ... JEBULEST IR AR R G L E BB W& tme FI wisdom,

o 3.5 —

I. Answer the following questions according to the text.
1. Why did the writer say that his father had the greatest influence on his life?
2. What would his father do if a regular customer was short of money? What kind
of personality did his behavior reflect?
3. How did the writer perceive many of his father’s habits when he was a teenager?
4. What would father do if he found money not belonging to himself?
5. How did the writer feel when people mentioned that he resembles his father?

Il. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

e

-t

. She her sister in character but not in appearance.

Work experience is usually highly for university students.
I you can speak English fluently.

There is a gap between our parents and us.

Those beautiful old palaces are part of their national

Knowledge makes ; ignorance makes proud.

No g op-ap

Who you to choose a career in engineering?
8. If Mike does not himself as disabled, nobody else should.
Ill. Translate the following Chinese sentences into English.
- RAIPOZIREERATA O, BRBRHIEREE, (virtue)
TE E A TAED ) {32 fok 214 22 37 19 B A8 . (come into contact)
PREGIA A4S KRB R K EH L KKK, (make a difference)
AT LTS 1 8 HIRIGIR K4t . (derive from)
XY 32 KK R RIEEFE . (sympathy)

-
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lﬁg, Grammar

RERIE (Indefinite Pronoun) AIfEE1E BHIRILLREK RER
(Comparative and Superlative Form of the Adjective/Adverbs)

1) REfA
RERH #o4 %A ¥
YEAR 33 TR P ey 23

one

Could you show me a sweater? I
mean, a blue one.

THELEENABELET , /AL T a
(n) + £19" , LA 235 %& 5L ,ones
FE L &% W

some, any YA & 5-one,-body,
-thing B 4~ 5% %) 7R £.4X,73] ; no one,
nobody, nothing

Is there anyone here who knows
Chinese?
Jean said something in a low voice

and I couldn’t help laughing.

every one, everyone(body) , each

Each/ Every one of us has got the
opportunity to visit the museum.
There came a school of boys. Each
carried a bag on his back.

FEEARY P HE—A, each
WETFHAARHMALOARF
# ., everyone/everybody M € F
EAREANALGETEY,

another, others, the other

In winter vacation, some likes to
travel, and others like to have part-
time job. Girls got to school at six,
but others didnt get back until
12 o’clock.

another 3§ =AU LR Z X B P
BF— A, EMeG— A7, the
others H4E“HF F 6§ 5 —A";
B B 4 4% 5 9 — & A R B,
others & & % s 49 A R F 4,
Z35,

2. B4R BRI AR R R R R

than + 3 b &%, &~

¥ 4 % M B I
The concert hall was as old as it
as +7% %93 R #/ &3 R +as | appeared in the photo.
B 4 not so (as) + %19 R A/ & 43 | Flight MU789 from Hong Kong
BT +as arrived as late as it had been
announced.
My grandpa can walk farther than a
AR A ik + BEW/ A AR IR + ilou::g:;:lfl: the country more

impressively than that when I last
came.
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(#4%)

F 4 % M - #

Chau is the oldest of the five
the + 7% %79/ &) 3 & & & + (& | children of her parents.

3]) + & T E B A 45 R4 Of all the four pens, this one writes
most smoothly.

R E#AR

Exercises

I. Fill in the blanks with the correct forms of the adjectives and adverbs.

1. The river is as (long) as that one, but it is (wide) than that
one.

2. Xiao Xiong is (short) and (thin) than his father.

3. The Nanjing Road is (crowded) street in Shanghai.

4. Among the colors | am looking at, | like green (well).

5. They have (little) sunshine this year than last year.

II. Choose the answer that best completes each sentence.

1. Give the souvenirs to who are fond of collecting stamps.
A. anyone B. those C. some D. somebody
2. | wanted some thread but there was in the drawer.
A. none B. no thing C. no one D. not thing
3. If you don’t want of those two trains, there is one at 10:30.
A. any, another B. either, an other
C. both, the other D. either, another
4. of the first three runners will receive a prize.
A. Each B. Every C. Everyone D. Anyone
5. You don’t want cakes, do you? | want to save for
tomorrow.
A. some other, some B. any more, some
C. some, some more D. any of, something

Comprehensive Exercises

Part 1 Listening
Directions : This section is designed to test your ability to understand spoken English. You will
hear a selection of recorded materials and you must answer the questions that accompany them.

There are two parts in this section, Task A and Task B.
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