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Abstract

In 1950s and 1960s, Japan’s economy achieved rapid development, which
became one of the most striking phenomena in modern world history of economic
development. After defeated in World War II, Japan was in ruins, the whole
nation caught in the predicament of hunger and disappointment, and the national
economy in a paralyzed state. However, after only a decade, their industrial and
agricultural productions returned to the prewar level. In 1968, Japan exceeded
former Federal Republic of Germany in GNP and became the second largest e-
conomy in the capitalist world after the US. Because of the impact of two oil
shocks, the Japanese economy came down to slow growth in 1975, but until the
late 1980s Japan remained excellent in the world economy, once known as “the
world’ s second economic superpower” and challenged the supremacy of U. S.
economy. After the collapse of the bubble economy in the early 1990s, Japan
suffered an economic downturn. Although Japan’s economy saw not much im-
provement in the beginning of the new century and was surpassed in GDP by
China in 2010, Japan remained one of the most developed economies in the
world with strong advantages in science and technology, talents, capital and
business management.

The miracle of Japanese development after WWII, especially the once
high — speed economic growth, has been well known to the world. The amazing
speed at which Japan’s economy recovered and developed attracted worldwide
attention. Lots of scholars home and abroad began to study how Japan did it in
such a short period of time. Although there is not only one answer to the ques-
tion, and most people agree it is the result of combined effects of a variety of
factors and conditions, the development of education is a crucial factor attribu-

ting to the rapid economic development in Japan, which has received general
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recognition.

Japait is not only a typical representative of “the — latecomers — surpass —
the — formers” , but also a country that went through “the predicament after sur-
passing” . Therefore, the experience of Japan’s economic and educational de-
velopment i1s an important reference for developing countries to draw lessons
from. China and the Japan are close neighbors separated by a narrow strip of wa-
ter and have similar cultures, so Japan’s experience and lessons are much more
worth us to learn from. This book is based on the study of educational and eco-
nomic development in Japan, and I hope it can provide some useful reference for
China. The book is divided into nine chapters.

Chapter One: introduction. This chapter expatiates on the purpose and sig-
nificance of the paper, research perspectives of the paper, status of related study
home and abroad, the main content of the paper, chapter structure, innovative-
ness and shortcomings of the paper.

Chapter Two: the basic theory of the relationship between education and e-
conomic development. This chapter goes into the theory of human recourses and
the theory of education, introduces the basic theory about the relationship be-
tween educational and economic development, and summarizes the mutually re-
inforcing relationship of education and economy.

Chapter Three: the Japanese educational policy and educational reform.
This chapter discusses the educational policy and educational reform that the
Japanese government implemented in various stages of economic development.
In different periods of economic development, educational policy and education-
al reform took on different contents and focuses, but they all had close relation-
ships with economic development in view of considerations and results. The rap-
id development of Japanese education made a great contribution to improving the
level of national education and economic development.

Chapter Four: Japan’s investment in education. First, on the basis of the
introduction of the basic theory of education expense and education return, this
chapter reviews the change in the rate of return on education investment. Then,
from aspects of micro households and macro government, it analyzes the level of

education expense in Japan.
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Chapter Five; the development of education in Japan. On the basis of dis-
cussing the existing education system in Japan, this chapter focuses on informa-
tion — based education and international education that impel the economic de-
velopment. Finally, by the means of abundant data, it makes international com-
parisons with the development of Japanese education and analyzes the gap be-
tween Japanese education and those of other developed countries, as well as its
strengths and weaknesses.

Chapter Six; the problems of Japanese education. This chapter analyzes the
various problems in different stages of education: pre — school education, com-
pulsory education and advanced education . On the basis of showing the impor-
tance and urgency of solving the problem, it disserts the policies and measures
that should be taken by the Japanese government.

Chapter Seven: the important role of education in promoting Japan’s eco-
nomic development . The importance of the Japanese education in promoting eco-
nomic development is mainly reflected in the following six aspects: (D Education
has trained large numbers of talents, which lays a talent foundation for the de-
velopment of the Japanese ecomomy. @ Education has trained abundant re-
searchers, which lays the foundation for Japan’s scientific and technological
progress. 3 The improvement in levels of education ensures highly efficient,
high - level scientific research output. @ Scientific and technological develop-
ment based on education enlarges the surplus in Japan’s technology trade. &
Education facilitates the spread and inheritance of Japanese culture and herit-
age, and lays the foundation for the Japanese — style management. & Education
helps improve the quality of national people and maintain social harmoeny and
stability.

Chapter Eight: the experience of Japan in education and its promotion of e-
conomic development. The experience of the development of education in Japan
is mainly reflected in nine aspects of education legislation, educational estab-
lishment of a country, education reform, investment in education, vocational ed-
ucation, private schools, building a lifelong learning society, information —
based education, and international education. This chapter made a summary of
Japan’ s experience in development in these 9 aspects. In addition, this chapter

© 3.
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summarizes the experience in adjusting the structure of education to promote Ja-
pan’ s economic development, in aspects of adjusting the education policy to
promote economic restructuring and of adjusting the content of education to pro-
mote industrial development. Finally, it concludes the experience how economic
development promotes the development of education, reflected in the aspects
that economic development provides necessary funds for the development of edu-
cation, that economic development promotes the enrichment and completing of
educational content and teaching methods, that timely adjustment according to
changes in economic structure and improvement of the structure of education are
necessary, and that economic development and education development promote
each other.

Chapter Nine: conclusions, considerations and revelations. This chapter
summarizes the main conclusions of the relationship between education and eco-
nomic development; (D educational development and economic development
promote each other; (2) Japan attaches great importance to the role education
plays in economic development; (@ education in Japan plays an essential part in
promoting economic development; @ the Japanese accumulates beneficial expe-
rience in promoting educational and economic development. On account of the
analysis of the relationship between educational and economic development in
Japan, inspirations can be drawn for China: @ we should reinforce the con-
struction of legal system, escorting the development of education; @) we should
strongly advocate the idea of “establishing the nation on education” to ensure
the need for talents in economic development; (@) we should increase education
investment and improve the educational environment; @ we should optimize the

educational structure, and promote economic development.

Key Words: Japanese education, the Japanese economy, promotion
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