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This book is not a “profund” book, but an easy and miscellaneous one.

Stamps have been used as a simple certificate of postage, but they have also
been granted as “the State’s Card”. Stamp collection has been capped as “the King’s
Preference” while it looks like a modest hobby of picture collection. Both“the State’s
Card”and “the King’s Preference” fully illustrate how elegant stamp collection becomes.
For one hundred years, stamps have recorded the history of human civilization in its
special and elegant way while stamp collection has also developed into a kind of well-
known and noble entertainment. Although modern people post their letters less and
less, stamp collection would not tend to disappear in our life, and it still has its endless
charm for the stamp hobbyists.

As an average collecter, the author of this book became intereted in stamps from
his early childhood. As a member of Association of Stamp Collection, he does not
regard himself as an expert in stamp collection. He neither organizes stamp collection
exhibitions nor publishes any profound papers on stamp collection. He always collects
stamps and writes papers as an amateur, and is especially interesting in Guangzhou
culture. Step by step, this amateur has published a more elegant book Read the City-
Looking for Guangzhou in Stamp after his first book of Guangzhou in Stamps.

With a peaceful mind, open and read this book, you might have a different
understanding of this city through one stamp after another, feel the ups and downs in
stamp collection and observe the 1,000 year history of this ancient city. In this book,
you will know postmen and their anecdotes, sense the trends of stamp market and
stamp fashion, though they are not systematic and very personal, some of them still
make readers inspired and delightful. l

Great knowledge lies in small stamps! For sure, stamp collection has developed
into a kind of cultural activity. The author of this book is willing to share with
readers his learning of stamp collection, his understanding of life and his true love of
Guangzhou City.
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PREFACE
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Everyone needs a hobby. Healthy hobbies can increase one's knowledge,
inspire one's intelligence and cultivate one's sentiment. Philately is one of such
recommendable cultural and recreational activities.

In the modern society, information dissemination through letters is declining
due to the developed communication. Therefore, stamps are used less and less by
people as a postage certificate. This is undoubtedly a real impact to philately. In my
opinion, the more difficulties we encounter, the more publicity shall be done and
more efforts shall be exerted by postal administrations at all levels and philatelic
associations to face the challenges.

Read the City—Looking for Guangzhou in Stamp presented in front of me has
increased my confidence. Among an immense number of publications, such philatelic
books with unique subject and impressive designs are actually rare. It is remarkable
that the author, Xie Wei is not a longevous elder, but a young and promising cadres. In
his spare time on the premise of fulfilling his own duties and responsibilities, he has
studied hard in a thoughtful way with plenty of accumulations. He has developed his
personal hobby to the deed of promoting the city image of Guangzhou and launched
this masterpiece after overcoming various difficulties with concentrated and passionate
enthusiasm. Reading through this book, pieces of stamps related to Guangzhou will
jump into sight. You can follow them to explore the past and the present of the city,
and experience the City of "Amazing" after the Asian Games. This book is pleasant,
intimate and well worth for reading.

A piece of writing lasts a thousand years. The gain and loss are known to the
author's heart. The author's hard work has contributed to the glories of the Guangdong
philatelic circle. On the official publication of the Read the City—Looking for
Guangzhou in Stamp, 1 would like to express my sincere congratulations, and would
be pleased to recommend this book to the readers. I hope more and more people,

especially young people, can join the philately team!

Ly Guaging
(Director of the Guangdong Provincial Committee for the Wellbeing

of the Youth, Honorary President of the Guangdong Philatelic Association)
October 2012
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Part One: Small Stories Of The Big City
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Stamps as art of works are elegantly designed to record the civilization history by illustrating as small as a
single tree and as big as a city.
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Mt. Baiyun and the Pearl River in the stamps
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Canton Tower in the stamps
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Guangzhou Art Museum by the Pearl River
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Guangzhou is the home town for Mr.He, " the Father of
the China Pavilion " in the World Expo 2010,Shanghai
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Haizhu Bridge: a symbol of memories
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Guangzhou, the Origin of the Revolution of 1911
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He let his motherland take wing
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The Stamp designer from Guangzhou
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Guangzhou Metro, the underground Dragon across the City and the River
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The Guangzhou Asian Games makes stamp collection more colorful
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Stamps have witnessed the century of Asian Games
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Over the century, Stamp collection, as a hobby, had become continuous and charmful, which is full of
memorable stories.
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Linkage: Zhang Wengguang, My stamp Pal never leaves me
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Linkage: Guo Runkang, My date with Guangzhou
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The Society of Guangzhou Stamps and its stamp journal
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On the origin of Guangzhou Stamp Market
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Linkage: Yang Wanxiang, Guangzhou Stamp Market started in the lane of Dabeisi Temple
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Guangzhou Stamps Daily
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The disappearing of Stamp Collection Happiness
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When Leaders start to love Stamp collection
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If we could have bought the stamps
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Post cards connect the friendship between teachers and students
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The launch of Guangzhou the Communist Youth League
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Part Three: Find The Truth Within The Small Stamps
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Stamp collection is an elegent hobby: small stamps record the complex world. Stamp appreciation is a
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to record the civilization history by illustrating as
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