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Foreword

China has a long history and a splendid culture. During this long period of time, Chinese people created countless
cultural art treasures, of which the antique carpet has attracted world attention due to its special artistic charm.

The patterns of Chinese antique carpets are subtle and beautiful; the colors are elegant and harmonious; the
knitting craft is unique and fine; the regional culture shown on the carpet is distinct and rich. With accumulation of
time and the maturation of culture, these antique carpets have become cultural arts instead of floor coverings. The
artistic brilliancy shining out from one wonderful antique carpet can bring infinite happiness and enjoyment to the
viewer's spirit. With the passage of time, no early carpets now remain. Most of existing carpets were produced in the
Ming and Qing dynasties and are stored in the imperial palace, temples, museums and private collectors. There are
fewer antique carpets stored in the folk society.

Nearly one hundred antique carpet pictures in the plates of this book are selected from the photographs of antique
carpet pictures I took during more than ten years. These antique carpets represent the artistic styles and techniques of
Chinese carpets of approximately two hundred years. This book also describes and explains the evolution of the carpet
and meanings of the patterns from historical and cultural points of view to evoke past memories of antique carpets.
Today, when we review these antique carpets, we can also find they are still beautiful and able to affect a viewer's

emotions.
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The Origin of Carpets

Chinese people had the custom of sitting on the ground with a
mat in ancient times. The mat (Xi) word was invented in Xizhou
Dynasty in China (1100 - 771 B.C.). The mat (Xi) is a kind of
thing for paving knitted with plant fibres or animal furs. The
ancient book, Shuowen said:** Xi (mat) is a kind of mat to fall
back on.”. The ancient book, Shiming said:*Xi (mat) can be rolled
and unfolded.” The book, Xishang Futan also said:“In ancient
times, the uses of the mat, carpet, felt and mattress are same, but
the names are different.” Xi (mat) is divided into warm mat and
cool mat, ==« .The people of Han Dynasty divided the warm
mat into carpet and felt according to the different crafts of the
production of the warm mat. The ancient book also recorded
this. The felt was made through pressing the cattle furs and wool
into pieces after wetting and heating them. The carpet was a kind
of fabric with various patterns made from wool, hemp, silk and
cotton through spinning the yarn, dyeing and knitting. But, when
did the carpet knitting technology begin? Where did the carpet
knitting technology come from?

If we want to know the origin of the carpet, the origin of
silk must be traced because the silk is the headstream of the tex-
tile of China and it is also the primogenitor of the carpet.

The silk originated on Chinese soil, but the date of origin
has not been determined up to today. It is said that the silkworm
was spike silk originated from Fu Xi. It is also said the silk and
textile technology originated from Yellow Emperor’s wife, Lei
Zu. Zhouli and Shiji recorded that the silk and textile technology
had 6000 years history.

From 1975 to 1978, the archeologist found a whole array of
tools and handless cup shape utensils made of teeth used for tex-

tile in neolithic site of Hemudu Village of Yuyao of Zhejiang
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Gao YiTu (618-907)

province (4000 B.C.).Yin Yang veins like wriggling silkworm
were carved on the utensils with knitted flower pattern.

A half silkworm cocoon was dig up in Yangshao Cultural
site (5000 - 3000 B.C.) of XiyinVillage of Xia County of Shanxi
Province in 1927.

In 1958, a lot of silk and hemp textiles were founded in
Shanyang site (2700 B.C.) of Wuxingqian of Zhejiang province,
wherein there were plain silk fabric relics, silk belt knitted with
silks and skilk threads twisted with silks. At the same time, there
were also unearthed spinning wheels made from stone and pottery.

The time proved by archeology and the time recorded by
ancient book proves that the silk and textile technology of China
was invented 6000 years ago in wide drainage areas of Changjiang
and Yellow rivers. In this ime, many tribes assembled in the drain-
age areas of two rivers. The tribes located in Changjiang drainage
area established Jiuli Alliance. The chief of tribes, Chiyou led Jiuli
Alliance to invade Zhongyuan area (In the central area of China)
and fight with Yellow Emperor tribe and Yan Emperor tribe lo-
cated in Huanghe area for several ten times. No party could win.
At last, Yellow Emperor and Yan Emperor tribes fought with
Chiyou in Zhuolu (located in Hebei province) and Jiuli Alliance
was defeated to escape in disorder. Some of them withdrew to
Southern Jianghan area to establish Sanmiao Tribes Alliance. In
Yao times (2333-2234 B.C.), Sanmiao Tribes Alliance rebelled
against Yao Emperor.Yao Emperor dispatched the army to pun-
ish and fight with them in Danshui (Danjiang). Sanmiao Tribes
were defeated and they rebelled for many times later. Yao Em-
peror adopted separate control policy. He exiled some of them
to Sanweishan mountain of northwest area and exiled the chief
to Chongshan mountain. These stories was recorded in the book,
Shiji, Wu Di Ben Ji. Sanweishan mountain locates to the west of
Qilianshan mountain and southeast of Dunhuang. The ancient
book, Shangshu recorded to prove it is the area in where Sanmiao

people was exiled to Sanweishan mountain.
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Sanmiao came to Sanwei mountain with inland agriculture,
farming, silk and textile technologies. The long-term life with
Xirong nation evolved Xirong’s production and life styles. The
cultivation and grazing replaced the primitive hunting life. The
cold weather of northwest and the change of textile materials
promoted them to use the silk textile technology on the fur of
animals to make cloth. The thin cloth was used for wearing and
the thick cloth was used for mat and quilt to resist the cold air of
plateau. The mixture of Sanmiao and Xirong people formed Qiang
nation.

The ancient book, Hou Han Shu + Xi Qiang Zhuan said:
“Xigiang people were different with Qiang people whose sur-
names were Qiang. Xigiang people came from Sanmiao tribes
dealt in farming and handicraft industry mainly and they had
wide life areas mainly distributed in the large areas of Gansu prov-
ince and Qinghai province. Some of them were distributed in
Kunlunshan mountain area in the west. Tibet historical book re-
corded that there were many Qiang people tribes in Gansu,
Qinghai and Tibet provinces about 3500 years ago. Up to now,
Zangbei plain is also called Qiangtang plain. The initial word
about wool fabric in Chinese ancient books was from Yi Zhou
Shu = Wu Hui and this book recorded that Tang Emperor of
Shang Dynasty (1600 B.C.) regulated that the goods could be
exchanged with the tribes sourrounded. A kind of fur fabric named
“Ji" was knitted by Qiang people. In 976 B.C., the King
Zhoumuwang drove eight beautiful horses to travel in each coun-
try in the west. When he arrived in original area of Yellow River,
such as Gansu and Xinjiang, he often communicated with Qiang
people and exchanged the goods. Qiang people contributed vari-
ous wool fabrics knitted by themselves to the King Zhoumuwang.

In Nuomuhongtalitaliha site in where Qiang people lived before,
a large quantity of wool fabrics and spinning wheels including

wool rope, wool cloth and one colorful wool mat relic of the

EH (AAE)
Felt Cloth (3000 Years ago)

10th B.C. century were unearthed in 1959.The bar shape pat-
tern can also be seen clearly knitted with wool with yellow, brown,
red and blue colors although 3000 years has passed. This is the
earliest unearthed wool matting relic in the world up to now.

In Emperor Qin Xian Gong times (384 - 362 B.C.), Qin
Dynasty expanded to the origin of Weishui river. Qiang people
feared and they migrated to the west several thousand kilometers
away. A part of Qiang people migrated to the Tibet area and
became a part of forefather of Tibet people later. Another branch
of Qiang people moved to the west to reach the edge of Tarim
Basin. The migration of Qiang people brought the wool textile
technology everywhere.

In Qin and Han dynasties, (221-100 B.C.)northwest area
was peaceful relatively. Qiang people became strong to reach 150
tribes and the majority of them were distributed in Qinghai and
west of Gansu. Fa Qiang and Tang Mao tribes were distributed in
Tibet and Ruo Qiang was distributed in the Western Regions
located in the south of Tianshan mountain. Cong Bi Qiang, Bai
Ma Qiang and Huang Niu Qiang were distributed to the west of
Ruo Qiang. Di Qiang was distributed in the headwater of
Minjiang river, namely northwest of Sichuan. During this time,
the farming and wool textile industry developed very fast in these
areas. The improvement of wool textile technology brought many
decorative wool fabrics, such as Ke wool, colorful Ji, Maohe, etc.
Except these, in Han Dynasty (about 200 B.C.), the people cre-
ated tufted carpet on the base of wool matting (namely knitted
carpet).

At the beginning of the 20th century, British Aurel Stein
found tufted wool carpet relic with knots made by the Western
Han Dynasty in Han Tomb of Lop Nur of Xinjiang Uygur Au-
tonomous Region. He wrote 1n his book, the Western Regions
Archeology:*In Loulan Han City site, a pile of colorful wool fab-

rics were unearthed including colorful thin silk and wool felt,

i (FE)
Spinning Wheel(3000 years ago)
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the beautiful ground felt and pile wool ground felt”. The pile
wool ground felt described here is handicraft tufted carpet with
knots. This is the earliest unearthed tufted carpet in the world up
to now and it has 2200 years history.

In 1959, Xinjiang archaeological team found a group of tombs
of two Han dynasties in Niya site to the north of Minfeng county
150 Km away in Xinjiang. From one of spouse tombs, the color-
ful tufted carpet relics were unearthed. The bar shape pattern of
the carpet is consisted of brown, red, yellow, light yellow and
white colors. The pile length is about 20cm. In addition, the
unearthed cultural relic includes carpet knitting tool of Han
Dynasty, namely “wooden hand”, which it is a wooden prong
for tamping the wefts when knitted the carpet. This kind of
wooden prong is very similar like the iron prong used at present.
Except this, some wooden slips for writing were unearthed and
some records of carpet trading activities were on it. On the No.
222 wooden slip, “some soils can be cultivated were presented to
xxx person and this person used one 10muli thick carpet to repay.
" was written.

In 1980, archeologist team found four-color carpet relics
from No. 2 tomb of the Eastern Han Dynasty in Loulan old city
on the western bank of Lop Nur and the other one is eight-color
double-surface tufted carpet relic. The way of making tufted fab-
rics 1s that one piece of knotted fabric is inserted between two
wefts. One frontispiece and one reverse form one group.To tie
one warp after an interval of warps with U shape knotting way.
The flower veins are appeared on the frontispiece and the reverse
is deep blue.

From this we understand that the manufacturing and ex-
change of the carpet became ripe in green land area of Tarim
Basin in two Han dynasties (206 B.C. - 220). We can determine
depending on the large quantities of unearthed relics and charac-
ters that the green land of Tarim basin one of origins of tufted
(wool pile) carpets in China.Yutian, where it is the origin of the
Western Regions’ tufted carpet, has more than 2000 years his-

tory and it is the former body of Hotan carpet.

YeRgb® (%) 2
Colorful Tufled Carpet (2100 years ago)

At the same time, the people lived in the south of the West-
ern Regions and in the southern side of Tanggulashan moun-
tains was still knitting and using a kind of plain weave wool mat-
ting named as “Liu”. In Tubo Dynasty (the 7th century ), a kind
of wool fabric named as Tibet Quilt was produced widely in
Xigaze and Langkazi counties. Tibet Nan Zhao De Hua Stele re-
corded that there were fabrics in Tibet area in Tubo Dynasty,
such as wool carpet and wool cloth, etc. The wool carpet men-
tioned is Tibet Quilt which is a kind of fabric with erected wool.
The Tibet Quilt is the original shape of Tibet tufted carpet. The
rod pulling and knotting way for knitting Tibet carpet was from
the craft of Tibet Quilt as special craft of Tibet carpet and it is also
being used today. The appearance of Tibet Quilt symbolizes that
Tibet tufted carpet was born.

As conclusion, Sanmiao entered into Sanwei 4000 years ago
and they brought silk textile technology into northwest area. Af-
ter Sanmiao mixed with Xirong, they formed Qiang people tribe.
Qiang people invented wool fabrics on the bases of silk textile
technology including wool matting, namely knitted carpet. The
unearthed wool fabrics from Ruomuhongtalitaliha site can prove
that Qiang people lived in Qingzang plateau 3000 years ago had
grasped wool textile and dyeing technologies and they could make
colorful geometry veins wool matting, namely knitted carpet.
After several times of migration, Qiang people depending on
nomadic life brought the wool textile technology into Qingzang
plateau and the Western Regions. Tufted carpet of the Western
Regions was born in edge green land of Tarim Basin 2200 years
ago. Although Tibert tufted carpet was produced later, it was in-
vented by Tibet people themselves during Tubo Dynasty.

Up to now, we can confirm that the appearance of Chinese
carpet is through many kinds of ways. During the long history,
tufted carpet of the Western Regions was transferred to the in-
land through Silk Road to become today’s handicraft tufted carpet.

Tibet tufted carpet occupies important position among Chinese

handicraft carpets with its special craft and style.

AF (X)
Wooden Hand (2100 years ago)
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The Spread of Carpets

1. The spread of Tibet carpets

The carpet is called as “Zhongsi” in Tibet language. Zhongsi was
involved from a kind of thick wool matting named “Liu” in the
history. “Liu” was produced 3000 years ago and was developed
in Tubo dynasty (the 7th century). The development of Liu can
be divided into two parts: one was developed to fine and soft
fabric named as “Pulu” (Tibet language) and the other one was
developed to “Chibujie” and this one was not limited by plain
weave style again to form the fabric with erected piles. Because
its pile was long and soft, so it was used widely as quilt named as
“Tibet Quilt”.“Tibet Quilt” was made through pole pulling with
knots on the integrated loom. This method determined the basic
textile style of Tibet tufted carpet, so the appearance of Tibet
Quilt symbolized the birth of Tibet tufted carpet.

At the beginning of the 11th century, the craft of Tibet Quilt
was developed in Wangdan area of Tibet (Wangdan area of Bailang
County). The tufted carpet with “8” shape knots replaced Tibet
Quilt with U shape knots. The density and solidity of its piles was
enhanced and it could be knitted into various geometric shape
colorful patterns. The people called this beautiful Tibet carpet as
Wangdan Zhongsi (it was also called Chunmusai). The outer fea-
ture of Wangdan Zhongsi is thick (The thickness is about over
40mm.) and heavy with long wool spikes around.

At the beginning of the 15th century, the religion reform
initiated by Zongkeba was popular in Tibet Buddhism and Huang
Buddhism established by him required religion unity and strict
hierarchy. He required strict regulations for the temple to in-
vigorate Tibet Buddhism. The religious reform was appreciated

by Emperor Ming Chengzu and the Dynasty contributed to sup-
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port to make Huang Buddhism develop quickly to become the
strongest one among Tibet Buddhism. At that time, more temples
were built and several ten thousands monks concentrated here.
The grand decoration for the temples and various religious ac-
tivities needed a large quantity of Wangdan Zhongsi, so this situ-
ation stimulated the development of Zhongsi industry. Today,
we also can see the old Wangdan Zhongsi in Drepung temple,
Sela temple and Zhashilunbu temple, etc.

The 5th Dalai Lama, Awangluosangjiacuo was the most
achievable among all the Dalai Lama. During this time (1611 -
1682), Tibet began to implement the policy that handcraft indus-
try worker paid tax in kind and dealt in forced labor. Gyangze
was famous for producing a kind of Tibet carpet named “Kadian ™.
In the history, some noblemen in Chuxi and Duoxi hired handi-
craft workers to produce Kadian named with “Duoxi Bisha™ and
“Chuxi Bisha”. In addition, the government organized the handi-
craft workers together to establish “Industry Association” includ-
ing hardware, sewing, construction and Kadian industry, etc. The
implementation of these systems not only made the handicrafts-
men drifting in the village become the professional handicraft
workers in the city, but also the association enhanced the man-
agement for the industry to make the handicraft workers do ac-
cordance with standardization and delicacy. In this time, Tibet
carpet became ripe gradually.

[n the 13th Dalai Lama time (1878-1933), Tibet carpet in-
dustry reached golden age and the producing center of Tibet car-
pet transferred to Gyangze area from Wangdan area. It is re-
corded in the ancient book that more than half of the people in
Gyangze dealt in carpet producing, so the textile machine could
be seen and the sound could bee heard in each family at that
time. Gyangze local government also opened carpet workshop
and they assigned the most excellent carpet handicraftsmen to
Lhasa to produce carpet for palace, temple and noblemen families.

Suolangduobujiewas one of them. The 13th Dalai Lama,
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