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The Compiling Principles for the Liao Dynasty and
the Northern Song Dynasty Period Map-Group

1. This map-group consists of one general map, eighteen component maps, three
simplified maps and five insets.

2. The general map deals with the territorial and administrative situation at the first year
of Tian Qing ( X & ) Period, the Liao ( i ) Dynasty, same as the first year of Zheng He (5 #r)
Period, the Northern Song ( % ) Dynasty (A.D. 1111), and the distribution of China’s border
regimes and minorities at that time. The Liao Dynasty has on the map the administrative areas
under the five Jing ( % , capital) and five Jing Dao (% # ), some Fu ( /f ) and Zhou ( /| ) -seats
and border tribes. The Song Dynasty has on the map its four Jing ( % , capital), the seats and
border lines of its twenty-four Lu ( % ), some Fu ( /& ) and Zhou ( #| ) -seats and some Ji Mi
(# /&, attached) Zhou ( | ), Ji Mi Bu ( # ), aboriginal tribes in the southwestern borders.
Within the confines of the Western Xia (% % ), the seats of some Jun Si (£ 7 ), Fu ( # ) and
Zhou ( /| ) are indicated. The Da Li ( X ## ) regime in the southwestern border has on the map
some Fu ( /F )and Jun ( &} ) -seats as well as a few tribes. Minorities like Tu Bo (#+ # , Tibetan)
have on the map their major cities and towns, tribes and names of some particular places. The
map also covers two regimes in the northwestern border, i.e. the Xi Zhou Hui He ( & /| = #4 )
and Hei Han ( &), namely Ka La Han (" %7, Qarahanids) with their major cities and
towns, and some tribes. '

3. Out of the eighteen component maps, the Liao Dynasty takes five while the Song
Dynasty takes thirteen. Each map covers one or more Dao ( i ), or one or more Lu as
the five Dao and twenty-four Lu are the major administrative zones for the two dynasties. The
maps all present the situation at the first year of Tian Qing Period or the first year of Zheng He
Period, including the administrative areas and seats of Dao, Lu, Fu, Zhou, Jun ( & ), Jian
( B ), Xian-seats and other administrative centres like cities, towns, fortresses and stockaded
villages, as well as the border tribes and Ji Mi Zhou and Ji Mi Bu. As the Zhong Jing Dao
(# % i# ), Shang Jing Dao ( _+ % i# )and Dong Jing Dao ( ¥ % i# ) of the Liao Dynasty have only
scanty records, the border lines of the Fu and Zhou under them are not drawn. The Dong Jing
Dao of the Liao Dynasty gets an inset. And the Guang Nan Dong Lu ( # % # % ) and Guang
Nan Xi Lu (% % ¥% ) of the Northern Song Dynasty each get an inset. .

4. The Liao Dynasty had its capital in Zhong Jing (% % , the Middle Capital) after the
twenty-fifth year of Tong He ( 4t #7) Period (A.D. 1007), and later it set up secondary capitals in
Shang Jing ( 3, the Upper Capital), Dong Jing ( ¥ %, the Eastern Capital), Nan Jing (& %,
the Southern Capital), Xi Jing (% 7, the Western Capital). The Song Dynasty established its
capital in Dong Jing (X % ), and secondary capitals in Xi Jing (% % ), Nan Jing (# %) and Bei
Jing (4 7% , the Northern Capital). As the five Jing of Liao and four Jing of Song were also the
place where a Dao or a Lu had its seat, all the Jing, except Zhong Jing of Liao and Dong Jing of
Song to be marked with a symbol for national capital, enjoy no special symbol and have their
names written next to the names of the Dao or Lu-seats.

5. Generally speaking, the Fu, Zhou and Jun Cheng ( 1) were, according to the local
administrative hierarchy of the Liao Dynasty, under the Dao but above the Xian ( ¥ ) or
Cheng ( 3 ). The Fu fell into two categories: Jing Fu (5 ) and Fan Fu ( # 7). And the Zhou
as further classified as Jie Du (# & ), Guan Cha (# %), Tuan Lian ( ® %), Fang Yu (%€ ) and
Ci Shi (%] # ). The Zhou immediately under Guan Cha were subordinated to Dao, or Fu or Jie
Du Zhou. On the map the Jing Fu is treated like the Dao; the Fu, Zhou, Jun Cheng are treated
alike on the same level; but the Cheng under Zhou is treated as Xian. Border lines are generally
drawn for Fu and Jie Du Zhou, but no border lines for Zhou and Jun Cheng under Fang Yu
Zhou.

There were in Shang Jing Dao what had been called “Tou Xia Jun Zhou” (B FEHM ),




which were the privately-owned Zhou by the princes, or relatives of an emperor on the side of
his mother or wife, or princesses, and which had no subordinate Xian. On the northwestern
frontier there were Bian Fang Cheng (:# |7 3 , frontier city), sometimes called Zhou ( M ) and
sometimes called Cheng ( 3# ), that are marked as a Zhou-level seat.

Apart from Fu, Zhou and Xian, the Liao Dynasty had certain tribes that were not found
within the confines of any Zhou or Xian, but subordinated to Zhao Tao Si (# #t 7 ), Tong Jun
Si (# # 7)), Du Bu Shu Si ( # # # 7 ) and other frontier guards officer But most of them are
not verifiable. The ‘maps show a small number of tribes with approximate location and the
headquarters-seats of the frontier guards officers.

6. For the Lu of the Song Dynasty, the administrative institutions are primarily
Zhuan Yun Shi Si ( # % # 5] ), Ti Dian Xing Yu Si ( 42 % #%t 5 )and An Fu Shi Si ( %4 7 ),
Cao Si (j# ), Xian Si ( % 5 ) and Shuai Si (& 7 ) for short. They were in charge of finance and
tariffs, law court and prison, recruiting and defence. In addition to the three, there were Ti Ju
Chang Ping Si (#2#% ¥ ), Cha Ma Si (% E 7 ) and a few others, generally called Jian Si
( & 7). But the Lu were not uniform in its composition of Cao Si, Xian Si and Shuai Si. Some
Lu, for instance, did not have An Fu Si, and the seats are not regular even when the
compositions are uniform for some Lu. So they can not all be clearly drawn. The map indicates
only the confines of the Lu of Zhuan Yun Si and their seats. This‘is because among those Jian Si
of the Northern Song Dynasty, only Zhuan Yun Si had been in charge of the chief affairs of the
whole Lu. Those institutions of the Northern Song Dynasty, variously called as *‘Fifteen Lu in
Zhi Dao (% ) Period”, “Eighteen Lu in Tian Sheng (X %) Period”, “Twenty-three Lu in
Yuan Feng (5t %) Period” and “Twenty-four Lu” after Chong Ning (% s2) Period, were
actually the Zhuan Yun Si of this sort. But after the middle stage of the Song Dynasty, the
Zhuan Yun Si in He Bei (77 4t) and Shaan Xi (B % ) had only two Lu, but the An Fu Siin He Bei
had four Lu while it in Shaan Xi had six Lu. The names of those Lu are frequently seen in
records, but not on maps. To make up for this, their names, seats and administrative areas are
listed on the back of the map.

7. The administrative institutions of the Song Dynasty at the Zhou-level were Fu, Zhou,
Jun ( E ) and Jian ( & ). Those at the Xian-level were Xian, and Jun and Jian under Fu and
Zhou, and Yuan ( fz ) and Wei Si ( 5 7). But the map treats the Zhou-level and Xian-level
elements with the same symbol and character-type. Besides, there were some Cheng ( # ), Zhai
(%), Bao (% ), Guan ( B ), Zhen ( 4 ), Jian ( & ), Jing ( # ), Jin (72 ), Wu ( % ), Chang
( ¥ ), sometimes under Zhou, sometimes under Xian, to be all treated with the Ju Yi (X &,
inhabited locality) -level symbol and character-type. When those Jian, Jing, Wu, Chang were
within one li’s distance from the Zhou or Xian-seat town, they are given no symbols, but their
names are written next to the Zhou or Xian seats in the direction in which they lay to the town.

8. In the southwestern border area, the Ji Mi Zhou, Ji Mi Xian and Ji Mi Tong ( i ) (at
the Xian level) governed hereditorily by local tribe chiefs are shown with the. same character-
type as a regular Zhou or Xian, but the symbol used is one level lower respectively. Those Ji Mi
Zhou and Ji Mi Xian subordinated to Li Zhou (% /) and Ya Zhou ( # M) under Cheng Du Fu
Lu ( & #5 fF % ), or Lu Zhou ( J& M ) and Rong Zhou ( # # ) under Zi Zhou Lu ( ## % ), though
they had entries in Tai Ping Huan Yu Ji( X % ¥ &, District Records During Tai Ping Xing Guo
Period), Wu Jing Zong Yao ( ® 4% 48 & , Encyclopedical Military Classics) and Yuan Feng Jiu Yu
Zhi( T 9 7.5, & , Geographical Records During the Yuan Feng Period), had already by the early
stage of the Northern Song Dynasty become “historical existence’ and non-existent then. And
those subordinated to Yuan Zhou ( it ), Chen Zhou ( /& #{) and Jing Zhou (3% M) under Jing
Hu Bei Lu ( #! # 4 % ) are already by the beginning of Zheng He Period largely been annexed
into neighbouring Zhou or Xian. So they are not drawn or listed on the map, though a very few
of them, closely connected with historical events are shown as only geographical names and
marked with Ju Yi-level symbol and character-type. Some Ji Mi tribes and aboriginal tribes
areas such as Luo Shi (& i), Luo Dian (% & ), Zi Qi (& £ ), Te Mo Dac (4 #i¥ ) where no Ji



Mi institutions were established get treated by showing the names and approximate location, to
be seen on the maps of Cheng Du Fu Lu, Zi Zhou Lu, Kui Zhou Lu (# # #), Guang Nan Lu
(& # %) and so on.

9. The Western Xia regime established twelve Jian Jun Si ( & # 7)) to take care of defence
affairs in addition to the Fu ( /& ) and Zhou ( M ). Very few of the Xian ( # ) that should be
subordinated to Fu and Zhou, had been seen in record. Thus a simplified map is drawn to
indicate the seats of Fu, Zhou and Jian Jun Si, the symbol and character-type used for Jian Jun
Si, being the same for Fu and Zhou. An inset is made to illustrate the vicinities of Xing Qing
(# %) Fu.

10. The northwestern border region is shown in a simplified map that indicates important
cities and towns within the three regimes, Xi Zhou Hui He, Hei Han (or Ka La Han, or
Qarahanids) and Yu Tian ( ¥, Khotan) at A.D. 1001. Those cities and towns, except the
capital cities, are, at the compilers’ discretion, treated as Zhou, or Xian, or Ju Yi respectively.

11. The Tu Bo (Tibetan) and other tribes are presented in a simplified map that reflects the
situation from 1038 to 1065 A.D. Qing Tang ( %), Luo Xie (i#%, Ra-sa), Pi Buo (I #%,
Phying-ba), Ya Ze ( % 3£, Ya-tshe), Bu Rang ( # 3 , Spu-rang), being the political centres of the
major tribes at that time, are marked with the symbol for a capital. Names of the districts like
Wu Ru (ff##, Dbu-ru), Yao Ru ( # 4, G-yo-ru), Ye Ru ( # #v, G-yas-ru), Ru La (#r 47, Ru-lag)
are written in Chinese characters in the place where their approximate location was. The
religious temples and fortresses are indicated with the symbol of Ju Yi-level. With no special
reference to their particular founding years, those temples and fortresses founded in the twelfth
and thirteen centuries are also shown on the same map. And there is an inset to illustrate the

niddle reaches of the Zang Bu (# # , Gtsang-po) River.

The Compiling Principles for the Jin Dynasty and
the Southern Song Dynasty Period Map-Group

1. This map-group consists of two general maps, sixteen component maps, four simplified
maps and four insets.

2. The general maps represent the territorial and administrative situation at the second
year of Huang Tong ( £ 4; ) Period, the Jin ( 4 ) Dynasty, same as the twelfth year of Shao Xing
(42 #) Period, the Southern Song Dynr- sty (A.D. 1142), and at the eighth year of Tai He (% #n)
Period, the Jin Dynasty, same as the first year of Jia Ding ( J & ) Period, the Southern Song
Dynasty (A.D. 1208) respectively, and the distribution of China’s border regimes and
minorities at that time. For the Jin Dynasty, the map indicates those Jing ( 5, capital) and the
seats of those Lu ( % ), the Lu border lines, some Fu ( & ) and Zhou ( }{ ) -seats and border
tribes. For the Song Dynasty, the map indicates the Xing Zai Suo (47 % i , the provisional
capital) and the seats of those Lu, the Lu border lines, some Fu and Zhou-seats and some Ji Mi
(3% &) Zhou, Ji Mi Bu ( # ), aboriginal tribes in the southwestern borders. The Western Xia
(®E), Da Li ( X#) and Tu Bo (7 #, the Tibetan) areas are much the same as those on the
Northern Song Dynasty map. The Western Liao (7 #) regime in the northwestern border
region has its major cities and towns, and subordinated tribes indicated.

3. There are eight component maps for the Jin Dynasty reflecting the situation at the
twenty-ninth year of Da Ding ( & &) Period (A.D. 1189) while another eight for the Song
Dynasty reflecting the situation at the first year of Jia Ding Period (A.D. 1208), each map covers
one or more Lu. Shown on the maps are the Lu, the administration area and seat of the Fu,
Zhou, Jun ( £ ) and Jian ( &), Xian ( § ) -seat and locality of cities, towns, fortresses,
blockaded villages, passes, border tribes, Ji Mi Zhou and Ji Mi Bu. Dong Jing Lu ( % 3 ), the
Jin Dynasty and Huai Nan Dong Lu ( # & ¥ # ), the Song Dynasty, each have an inset; Guang



Nan Xi Lu ( %% % %), the Song Dynasty, has two insets.

4. The Jin Dynasty had its capital in Zhong Du ( & #;, the Middle Capital) (since the first
year of Zhen Yuan # 7 Period, A.D. 1133)and five secondary capitals in Shang Jing ( + 3, the
Upper Capital), Dong Jing ( ¥ i , the Eastern Capital), Bei Jing ( j, 7, the Northern Capital),
Xi Jing (# = , the Western Capital) and Nan Jing (& 72, the Southern Capital). The five Jing
were concurrently the seats of Lu. Their name is indicated next to the name of the seat of Lu, but
the Jing have no special symbols for identifications. The Song Dynasty had its Xing Zai (7%,
the provisional capital) in Lin An (%) Fu which was, in fact, its national capital.

5. Copying the Song Dynasty system, the Jin Dynasty established, in each Lu, Zong Guan
Fu ( # % K7, the counterpart of An Fu Si %# 7] ), Zhuan Yun Si ( % 7 ), Ti Xing Si (£ #/ 7,
the counterpart of Ti Dian Xing Yu 1 & #|%t ), three departments in all. The departments vary
with different Lu and their seats are not all regular. Therefore the map shows only those Lu with
Zong Guan Fu which had actually been in charge of the chief affairs of the whole Lu. Those are
the seventeen Lu at the second year of Huang Tong Period, the twenty Lu at the twenty-ninth
year of Da Ding Period, and the nineteen Lu at the eighth year of Tai He Period. The Southern
Song Dynasty at its beginning, on the other hand, had generally set up An Fu Si in each Lu,
which later replaced Zhuan Yun Si as the chief administration in charge of the whole Lu.
Therefore, what Lu are shown on the map are actually those Lu with An Fu Si: the sixteen Lu at
the twelfth year of Shao Xing Period and the seventeen Lu at the first year of Jia Ding Period.

6. According to the local administrative system of the Jin Dynasty, the Lu had under itself
the Fu and Zhou which in turn had under themselves the Xian. The Fu fell into three groups:
Jing Fu (%2 ), Zong Guan Fu and Xian San Fu ( ] #4f ). And the Zhou also had three kinds:
Jie Du (# /&), Fang Yu (p5 & ) and Ci Shi ( #| & ). All the Jing Fu were concurrently Zong Guan
Fu where the Lu-seat was and whose symbol and character-type were that of the Lu-level. The
Xian San Fuis treated like the Zhou. The Pu Yu (## ) Lu, He Lan ( £ # ) Lu, SuPin (#4#) Lu,
Hu Li Gai ( # £ % ) Lu that were subordinated to the Shang Jing Lu ( } 7 %), and the He Su
Guan ( &#+# ) Lu, Po Su (#i% ) Lu that were subordinated to the Dong Jing Lu, were all
actually local administration at the Fu and Zhou-level and thus marked with the same symbol
and character-type as the Fu or Zhou. They were called Lu in stead of Fu or Zhou in that they
controlled no civilian households but had Meng An Mou Ke ( % %3 # ) under them.

Meng An Mou Ke, a kind of local administration militarily organized, was composed
chiefly of the Nu Zhen ( % %) people, together with some submitted Qi Dan ( # #, Khitai) and
some Han ( % ) people. Three hundred households made a Mou Ke, equal to Xian, and ten
Mou Ke made a Meng An, equal to a Fang Yu Zhou. Under the Zhao Tao Si ( 8 #} 7 ) of Xi Bei
Lu(#4t%), Xi Nan Lu ( # & % ) and Dong Bei Lu ( % it % ) respectively there were Bu Zu Jie
Du Shi ( #5#% # % £ ) and Qun Mu Suo ( % 4 f ) controlling the nomadic tribes and Jiu Xiang
Wen ( 4, ##& ) in charge of garrison and defence along the borders. The map shows the seats of
Zhao Tao Siand very few Meng An, Mou Ke and Qun Mu Suo with verifiable location, and the
rest have to be left out. The Southern Song Dynasty had almost the same local administrative
situation in terms of Xian, Fu and Zhou, and elements under Xian, as the Northern Song
Dynasty, except that Yuan ( fz ) and Wei Si ( & 7 ) of the former Dynasty had been turned into
Xian of the Southern Song Dynasty. The map treats all the elements as it does those of the
Northern Song Dynasty. It is the same with the Ji Mi ( # /) districts in the southwest and the
aboriginal tribal districts.

7. There is a simplified border map that indicates the Meng Gu (% # , Mongol), Ke Lie
(% 7l ) and other tribes during the twelfth century, with the distribution, and a few better known
mountains, rivers and inhabited localities. The simplified border map for the Western Liao
shows its administration area between A.D. 1154 and 1164, its cities and towns, except the
capital, being treated on the Fu-Zhou, Xian and Ju Yi ( % g, inhabited locality) three-level
basis.

One map shows the whole of Da Li with an enlarged one illustrating its middle part. Both
are drawn according to the situation between the middle of the twelfth century and the



thirteenth century. Da Li then had in all fifteen administration elements at the level of Fu or Jun
( # ). Their confines and seats are indicated with the symbol and character-type of the Fu and
Zhou-level. Those fairly important cities and towns at a lower level, i.e. Zhou, Dan ( i} ), Bu
(# ) and Jun (& ), are marked with the symbol and character-type of Xian. And the rest
population centres are indicated with the symbol and character-type of Ju Yi.

The territorial and administrative situation of the Western Xia during the Song Dynasty
and Jin Dynasty period received little indicated in historical records except that slight changes
took place in the He Tao (7 &, the Great Bend of the Huanghe River) district and the Huang
Shui ( & %4 ) River Basin. That is why the Western Xia is not treated in a special map in this map-
group. It is the same with Tu Bo and other tribes because of the lack of relevant records.
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