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Abstract

Human has an inclination to migrate. The history of mankind was
one of continuous migration on earth. Every nation or state consists of
diverse migrants.

Relative to new immigrant, the so-called aboriginal was the early
migrant. Indian in America was earlier immigrant from Asia relative to
European colonizer. Similarly, Yi was an aborigine in East Asia rela-
tive to Xia who was from the West. Enlightened by Fu Sinian, referring
to I. Wallerstein’s “World System” and F. Braudel’s “Long Duree” ,
I iry to put forward an anthropological perspective on China in the
Ancient World System.

Historical records and legends indicate that East Asia was the ter-
ritory of Yi & Man before the Xia Dynasty. Yi was then divided into
eastern Yi and western Yi, and Man was divided into northern Man and
southern Man after Yu the Great and his son established the Xia state.
Archaeological discoveries show that there was no differentiation be-
tween pastoral nomadism and agrarian sedentism before 2000 B. C. Af-
ter Yi created an agrarian sedentary culture in the Neolithic Age, it was
Xia, or nomads, that introduced bronze and nomadic cultures. Bio-an-
thropological studies make it clear that Yi or Man was largely Mongoloid

from Southeast Asia; Xia or Rong & Di was related to Indo-Europeans



or Caucasoids from Central Asia. As linguists find many Indo-European
words in them, Chinese, Korean and Japanese may be mixed langua-
ges, with Yi of the Sino-Australian family being the substratum, and
Xia or Tocharian of the Indo-European family being the superstratum.
That clearly manifests the dual origins of East Asian peoples and cul-
tures. The combination of Yi and Xia initiated the history of China and
formed the special cultural tradition of East Asia.

Aboriginal Yi in East Asia created a sedentary agrarian culture in
the Neolithic Age; Xia from the West introduced nomadic culture in
Bronze Age. To conclude, I will attempt to prove that sedentary agri-
culture mainly originated in East Asia, pastoral nomadic culture derived
basically from the West or Central Asia. The admixture of nomadic and
sedentary cultures constructed the characteristics of ancient East Asia.
In other words, agrarian culture such as domestications of pigs, dogs
and the cultivation of millet and rice originated in East Asia; nomadic
culture, such as horse, cattle, and sheep was from the West. The his-
tory of China, Korea and Japan is a spiral of Yi and Xia. I put forward
a theory of the dual origins of East Asian culture that explains the con-
flict between the indigenous and western origin hypotheses of ancient
Chinese culture and develops an interpretive framework for East Asian

and Eurasian cultures.




Foreword

Victor H. Mair

University of Pennsylvania

A Perspective on Yi and Xia : China in the Bronze Age World System
is a work of enormous erudition and vast synthesis. The author, Yi
Hua, has read widely in a remarkable number of fields: anthropology
(including physical anthropology) , ethnology, genetics, archaeology,
metallurgy, linguistics, and so forth. He has also consulted a broad
range of primary historical texts and secondary theoretical works. The
résult is a brilliant breakthrough in understanding the development of
civilization in East Asia.

Following a suggestive insight of the early 20th — century scholar,
Fu Sinian, that the Xia people came from the west and imposed them-
selves upon the east, Yi Hua proceeds to build an elaborate scenario in
which the Yi people were indigenes (who actually originally came from
the south — in Yi Hua’s scheme, human beings have always been migra-
tory in nature) associated with settled farming, whereas the Xia were
pastoral nomads who brought their cattle, horses, and ovicaprids across
the steppes.

The stark differences between the Xia and the Yi are neatly and

tellingly summarized in a table of contrastive cultural attributes that is
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the last component of the author’s magisterial treatment. This thought —
provoking table is preceded by two substantial appendices, “National-
ism in China” and “China in Bronze Age World System. ” But what is
truly impressive about this book is the systematic exposition of the
author’s thesis in six carefully crafted chapters. Yi Hua’s clear presenta-
tion is supported by an abundance of cutting — edge research and docu-
mentation.

Taken all together, the whole is a persuasive package that builds a
conclusive case for an East Asia that has been in communication with
other parts of the world for thousands of years. Yi Hua’s thesis is open
— minded and all — embracing, yet critically constructed nonetheless.
In reading this book, one gains the impression that Yi Hua assiduously
tracked down all pertinent sources, then meticulously sifted through
them until he was left with only the most relevant data.

A Perspective on Yi and Xia is a work of tremendous devotion. Be-
cause of the sheer amount of labor that evidently went into it, this is a
book that obviously was not easily produced. The author is all the more
to be congratulated for producing a readable treatise. Still more remark-
able is that, despite the new and controversial nature of Yi Hua’s con-
ception of the dynamics of the evolution of early East Asian civilization,
it is utterly convincing. While there may be details that require further
elaboration or refinement, Yi Hua’s overall argument is solid, and it
will stimulate further discussion for many years to come. This is one of
the most important bocks on early China and its interactions with other
Eurasian civilizations that has ever been written; it is truly an outstand-

ing achievement.
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