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International Co-Operation and Interior Creation in Japan
INTERIOR BEST SELECTION 4

Editorial Committee
Tsutomu Terazawa

As we head towards the end of the 20th century, Japan is in the midst of a prosperous ere that
resembles the golden age of the 50's in the United States.

The ever-increasing participation of women in public affairs has simultaneously generated an
increase in the nobility of delicate design. Designs now seem to be created with a basic thought
pattern of“better quality and increased sophistication”.

To qualify this remark, take a look at the renovations in the more traditional department stores
which feature using the theme of“refinement”more and more. It seems that we have entered an era
of is providing the public with a feeling of aristocracy in much the same way as the phrase“Heisei
Aristocrat”was produced. The interior designers that appear in this book have managed to create
perfect reflections of this prevailing mood. The concepts are all based on the persuit of real
richness and their soft-packages contain the happy feelings of people. This is proof that the world
of interior design has started to function as an integral part of the communications media for both
transmitters and receivers.

At the moment Japan is proceeding with a large-scale area of development that could bring
about big changes in the world of design. This is the first step towards a transformation based on
the“emphasis of internationalization in design”. For example:
1)The concept of“The Tokyo Megalopolis”in the 21th century is making clear progress.

«The new government offices which are due to be moved to the Shinjuku area will be housed
in the tallest building in Japan (240m high), an indication that the new age of high-rise
buildings is being lead by Tokyo.

«A waterfront development project is making progress at Tokyo Bay. The Tokyo Teleport
project will become the grounds for the Exhibition of World Cities '94. Amongst the buildings
scheduled to be completed in the first stage of construction are the Tokyo Telecom Center,
located in the heart of the grounds, and the International Show Grounds as well as a new
transportation system. The first stage of construction is due for completion in 1993, and this will
improve the foundations of Tokyo as a city of the future in one fell swoop.

2)Development of resort areas and construction of resort offices are well under way.

«|It is thought that these resort developments have been brought about by the agreement
between Japan and the United States of May 1988 to allow overseas construction projects to
compete in the Japanese market. This and the Health Resort Area Improvement Amendment
(Resort Law) have increased the number of projects presently under way to fifty, which is an
indication of the international cooperation going on in Japan.

-|t has been said that the 90's will be the decade of construction of resorts, and the larger banks
and high-tech industries have already begun research and experiments.




3) The introduction of famous-name hotels and international universities is increasing.

*There is expected to be an increase in investment by overseas hotel chains, which will rapidly
cause an upward trend in the number of hotels available. It seems that if these chains must
improve their traditional styles of service to comprete with the Okura and Imperial Hotels.

At the moment there are twenty-seven American universities in Japan. The recent tendency of
Japanese companies to employ graduates of these schools number is one of the reasons for
this increase.

4)Local airports are leaning towards internationalization.

«Taking the lead in an age when 10,000,000 Japanese tourists are expected to travel overseas
each year, Japan appears to have developed a plan of scattering its airports far and wide. This
will consequently attract more and more foreign airlines.

5)The construction of theme parks is taking shape in all parts of the country.

«Theme parks are expected to be constructed in thirty-three locations in Japan within the 90’
s. If the parks that are already on the drawing boards are included, this total will exceed fifty.
One of the thought processes behind this is to utilize idle land that is owned by large industry,
such as the steel industry, and also to vitallze local communities. One success story that has
already been recorded is Disneyland.

These huge internationally scaled projects will demand all the Japanese originality we can
muster and will provide opportunities to display the creatitivity of Japanese interior design.

During the Muromachi Era when such unique cultures as Nogaku, the tea ceremony and
flowerarrangement were in their heyday, the people of Japan used to absorb their culture from
China at a grass-roots level and then reconstruct it as Japanese culture. The history of
Japanese culture was said to have grown along with knowledge gained from foreign countries.
With this in mind, it is necessary for us to learn from wisdom available from people throughout
the world once again in a most humble way. And, on the other hand, it is also necessary for
us to spread the information available within Japan. We must display designs that will be
readily accepted by the people of the world and steadily set forth to improve the new culture
of Japan and international cooperation.

{This book,“Interior Design Best Selection 4", has been edited with the above intentions prevalent
in the hope that it will serve as an interior image bank as Japan is delivered to the world of the

-1990’s. We sincerely hope that it will be accepted by those concerned in the world of interior
design and be useful as an interior image leader for the coming new age.
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Regional Oasis Surrounded by Water and Green

In prosperous Japan now entering upon the 1990s, a wave of crave for
comfortable environment is about to make a rush into work spaces
which have to date been regarded as more outdated in this respect than
those in any countries in the USA and Europe. The construction project
of Japan IBM Hakozaki Building, just completed this time, is a great
event in which pursued are not only the development of an epoch
making office system -a space of objects- with interior aimed at
comfortableness but also urban, quality environment including a park
space spreading all along the banks of the Sumida river and a high
grade housing tower.

In addition to the area with a large ratio of open space of 50 %, the
repair construction of the banks of the Sumida river has also been
completed, allowing a landscape of a vast area of water and green to
emerge in the down town of Tokyo. In the garden space inviting visitors
to go round, a tea house, arbor, and the like which are rarely been seen
in office buildings have been arranged, giving visual pleasure not only to
the office workers but also to the neighborhood
inhabitants.

i

W
NN
33333533521‘313&?
B S
N 333333?_31;%55;;
55335 .

Super Bank of the Sumida river

PR &R R IR PR




