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VALUES IN EROTICISM

Liana Zhou
Librarian of Kinsey Institute

When the first eroticism exhibition took place

in a quiet Sweden town in 1968, other countries in
the world experienced a similar social shock. In
‘the United States, the youth anti-cultural
movement reached ifs heyday as its counterpart
in China while the French May Incident scw
crowds of young riots in turbulence, After the
exhibition, a well-known philosopher, excited,
proclaimed confidently that the real revolution
eventuates not in the flag-ridden streets, but in
such places as the eroticism exhibition hall in the
little town, for insignificant as the show may be; it
demolishes existing order and concept ever so
overwhelmingly.

Eroficism may not work such wonders, but its
positive aspects can never be devalued as
before,

Eroficism, or sexual art, or whatever the
terminology may be, exists as an art form by itself
and full appreciation of it can never really come
around without scrutiny. Human figures, being
one of the important features in all-artistic
representation concerning humanity, are the
objects in eroticism, especially so when no other
instrument rivals against it in originality an
extension. Without eroticism, our understanding
to physical structure and body proportion would
not have reached present thoroughness. This is
perhaps the reason why so many masters, take
Picasso for example, tried the forbidden and
emerged themselves in eroficism creation,
culminating in the procession of sparkling pearls
in human treasures.

Historically speaking, eroticism reflects social
changes in remarkably vivid ways. In Indian
eroticism, for instance, we are so impressed with
their religion and values that we see
corresponding social, historical and conceptual
tfransformations Iin the fransition from early
Japanese sexual description to Yamato-e. In the
preliminary and simple art forms of our ancestors,

Preface one

we catch a glimpse of the natural and the unrestricted expression.
Banning erotica is not different than closing a window into human
Eroticism Is not only about expression, it provides us with an apocalypse

- and dimension that greedy and lustrous eyes can never fully enjoy. Also,

eroficism probes into many aspects of society involving folklores, history,
legal practices and the ways of viewing sex by different peoples in
different regions, their similarity as well as their differences. It is for this
reason, eroticism concerns not only the creational and sensual
behaviors, but also an inquiry into the meanings of life, society and the

value of existence on the whole.

On the other hand, eroticism is also an epitome and reflection of
human progress and well being. To know eroticism in different regions
and different times is to know thelr pursulf of well being. Sexual
intercourse is needed in multiplicity; it is also needed in the pursuit of
happiness. Therefore, sex is sublime as is pleasing. Eroticism is just about
this, the sublime and the pleasing, in an artistic way to represent them.

However, for a long time in art history, eroficism can not find a place in
the fame hall, Eroticism is mistreated and sometimes banned, because
it is considered the same as pornography. In Greek, pornography is a
business powered up by money and bent on making money by
prostitution, Eroticism, on the other hand, is not interested in materialism;
it is an art form of spiritual pursuit and sublimation. In everyday life,
eroticism is sometimes hard to be different from pornography; this is
because viewers can make a difference, resulting in positive or negative
consequences. David is stark naked as it always was, but generations of
viewers get different associations.

Eroficism never means to only represent genitals; rather, it is a
laboring process full of fine wisdom and vivid imagination. Driven neither
by loose condescending laughter, nor the need to make a living, but by
the thirst for originality and artistic pleasure, master artists have being
frying their best to represent an inseparable part of human life, their
happiness and sorrow and their understanding to sex. So, eroticism Is a
serious endeavor as it is a creative work, Only in this way, can we come to
agree with and admire the masters away from the beaten-track.

We conducted two eroticism exhibifions so far in Kinsey Institute, both
held on the quiet Indiana campus. We saw gray-haired old men there,
we saw well-dressed scholars silently and solemnly enjoying the erotica.
How absurd it Is to mix eroticism with lust. Let's keep stains away from
eroficisrn and let eroticism shine with a glittering grace and purity.

0-3
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EROTICISM, AN IMPORTANT PART OF VALUABLE
COLLECTIONS Preface Two

Tianmin Xu

Director of Chinese Sexological Society

Global Erotficism is to be published in china soon, | can't but feel
happy about it.The album is a 900-piece collection representing
varying types and patterns in different regions. Most of it are
masterpieces and some of it are rarity in China, Its richness being

a great surprise to the eye. We simply can't resist it as a source of
enjoyment and book collection. In china as in other parts of the world,
worship to intercourse and genitals are always so important an aspect
in preliminary civilization that it is sfill strongly felt in modern N‘mes.
Genitals, says the author of Sex and Fate, are the essentials of any
culture, It is all-natural and understandable that eroticism is reprodu-
ced and sometimes exoggeroted everywhere in the world. This is not
obscenity; h“ is the pure, the holy and the beautiful. To sort and
reproduce the best parts of eroticism from different regions in different
periods is to unearth their scholarly values. We believe that the printing
of the album is a contribution to the prosperity of science and culture.
When exposed to the sometimes-shocking sexual intercourses and
genital in the album, non-trained readers may feel challenged and
puzzled. My suggestion is that the album be made into forms catering

the scholarly and libraries.
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UNBARRING THE WAY TO
EROTICISM

Qi Zhu
Vice Director of Chinese Sexological Society

World Art Diagram of Sex is an album of erotic
pictures, most of which are banned in different

regions and periods,

As the key instinct for life, sexual drive is needed for
the continuation of life in any organism. Strong sexual
drive and its gratifying pleasure in orgasm are
supporting traits in prepotency and such traits are
deposited into genes through millions of millions of
natural selection. Preliminaries, being not far away
from animals, start reproduction by seeking sexual

gratification

The endowment of wisdom makes human being to
explore the nature of sexual intercourse because it
gives human being so great a pleasure in orgasm
that they want to understand the sexual drive and the
process of pleasure generation. This is what separate
human being from the beasts. Later, when civilization
advances, pleasure seeking and reproduction go
separate ways. More pleasure Is needed. Eroticism
starts and begins a long quest that never stops for a
moment in millions of years. It defies reasoning to
create and reproduce so many of it even when
banned again and again, This is why_we suggest that
socially regulating sexual behavior and norm of
conduct may be necessary for the healthy
continuation of the human race, but banning
eroticism is neither moral nor efficient, for erotficism

and pornography is not the same thing

0-6

Preface Three

Take another example. Should someone promotes promiscuity by
writing an article for a newspaper, not the word sex, not any description of
sexual behavior, not even any pornographic reference, yet he still could
do harm to the innocent thousands in a way more efficient than the
pictographic.

Women in the Dai nationality of Yunnan Province wash themselves
naked in the shallow waters, a fradition for generations. When asked about
it, they say, we're innocent-minded and do not mean any témptotion.
Should anyone be turned on when looking at us bathing, he would have to
ask himself about it. He would better learn from Mr. Liuxia-hul who has the
calm to continue his philosophical inquiry even with a nude girl on his lap.

Looking at the pictures in this album, as we do at the cave drawings, we
can't but conclude that they are as valuable as all that deserves
conservation as treasures. Being a source of anthropological study, the
album as well as the copulation drawings in the caves carries important
values in history, archeology. folklore, psychology, sociology. ethnology,
philosophy and region. ¥
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