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Zeng Damao

From Sichuan Chengdu, a pious believer roaming along the long and

steep road of art, seeking the essence of arts. He studied in Sichuan University
and then Chiba University in Japan. For years, he’s been presenting highly
individualized art works while interpreting the meaning of artistic creation in
his own unique way.

Somewhere in time, with the soft sentiment for the history of city and
deep realization of the essence of “the city requires memory” , he set out
for the treasure hunting in the ocean of arts. Locking down on the debris
of cities that are gradually fading away from our vision in an almost greedy
manner, he’s been spending every effort searching for the key of arts to open
the door of memory of city--+*

Solidify the stories of city with sculptures;

Sketch the lost beauty with lines;

Record the classics elapsing through time with films;
Inherit the cultural veins of the city with designs;

Major works

Urban cultural construction—0OIld Chengdu Folk Park, Chengdu

Hongxing Road Pedestrian Street, Design for Chengdu Subway Stations,
Chengdu South Renmin Road Cultural Landscape, and Chengdu Bridges
Cultural Landscape, etc.

Reform and Opening-up Design — Renovation of Deng Xiaoping™ s
Former Residence, A concept of garden city — Cosmopolitan Garden,
Town and Township Planning and Design, Album Chinese Folk Culture,
Memory of City, published by Sichuan Fine Arts Publishing House.

Awards and prizes

Awarded with the honorable title of “Outstanding Entrepreneurs of
Chengdu”

Won the Gold Award of “The 1" Ginkgo Award for Urban Planning
and Construction of Chengdu”

Won the first "Award of Outstanding Achievement in Chengdu
Construction”



({E=aiiply

Intfroduction to Author

B3zt Jian Wenhua



B

19467834, WIIMEBA, KEARN. WNIJB, FES.
RERAM, 1972FE SN TIF, EHREBRENEFR FBP
FEIEBY. BR. EAFRE, 1997FRBREEEMSBE. N
ZBEF, BDFRBEENRBRREE.

BRIVEDEFBIKE, M2003FESE+FINBELIE S E500
BEANARBERNELE-—EZABNHNERNNEBE,
AW, RERARE. EBEE (W1B#K) (XOBEBMNET)
EXFRE, RRIZBEXRD/NZARKXAENNE,

NANNEEBEXDEZER, RBMEXRDESE, R
BHEXRINEZEADRE LR, RBRBEREREAID,

20101 BB NREREHZENNRR “ PERTREZMII65
BFEREHREBR +BEDER "

2011 E6RSNPEBBHZANDB, RBHHEASEEIRELE
RENS “ SN - REPERFREMIINBE - BRFEZX
BHI00FFERBHH— LD BIEBRE”

2010512880 “ MEERROFEER "

2010512821 “ MEBERR@D2010ERERE ”

2011EH9RZ N “ REANERBABIERE "

0MENBEEN REERREDFER”

Jian Wenhua

Born in July of 1946 in Chengdu, Sichuan, a college graduate; beginning
drawing from an early age, he learns from the masters and Mother Nature.
In 1972, he started his work as a teacher of Chinese, Music and Arts, etc. in
the Middle School for Children of Workers and Staff Members of Chengdu
Locomotive Factory under the Ministry of Railway. Since the retirement in
1997, he’s been spending most of his time in oil painting and pen drawing,
with some of this works collected by collectors in China.

Pained by the loss of historic buildings, for near a decade since 2003,
he’ s produced almost 500 representational pen drawings that according
to himself are of some historical value and certain artistic charm. And he” s
done all these out of nothing but his passion. During such period, he’d taken
positions of copy editors for Sichuan Daily, Special Edition—A Cruise across
China, publishing multiple articles about the major scenic areas in Sichuan.

Currently he” s a member of Sichuan Association of Education and
Photography, Director of Chengdu Photographers Association and Vice
President of its art branch association, Senior Artist of Chengdu Academy of
Fine Art of China Democratic National Construction Association.

In Jan. 2010, he participated in the Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition
for the 65th Anniversary of China Democratic National Construction
Association and the 10th Anniversary of Chengdu Academy of Fine Art
of China Democratic National Construction Association” organized
by Chengdu Municipal Commission of China Democratic National
Construction Association.

In Jun. 2011, he participated in the “Eulogy—Painting and Calligraphy
Exhibition of the United Front of Chengdu at the 90th Anniversary of
Chinese Communist Party and the 100th Anniversary of Revolution of
19117 co-organized by Chengdu Commission of United Front Department,
the democratic parties, and Chengdu Municipal Federation of Industry and
Commerce.

In Dec. 2010, he participated in  “Chengdu International Nongyuan
Annual Exhibition” .

In Dec. 2010, he participated in  “2010 Spring Exhibition of Chengdu
International Nongyuan” .

In Sep. 2011, he participated in  “Chengdu Biennale Special Invitational
Exhibition” .

In Nov. 2011, he participated in “Chengdu International Nongyuan
Annual Exhibition” .
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Foreword

Memory of China compiled by Damao embodies multiple pen drawings of Sichuan vernacular dwellings.
When he presents those sketches of graceful lines and intense chiaroscuro in front of me, | was so excited, for
they are salvaged from the cultural heritage of our motherland and they strike the same cord in our hearts. Thus |
hereby present my humble words and shallow comprehension here as the foreword of the book.

According to Mr. Liang Sicheng, the master of Chinese architecture, Chinese architecture, especially
traditional vernacular dwelling, is "the recorder of culture, the rear-view mirror of history ” . Yet the small amount
of antique handed down through history is under constructive destruction. The original intention of Damao ’ s
study is out of concern for the dynastic changes of vernacular dwelling. What he hasn ’ t expected is there ’ s
no turning back down this road, and he couldn ’ t stop once he started. For years, he has spent every free
minute walking among old streets and ancient towns, taking photos and drawing and appreciating those old
buildings that witness the vicissitude of history with some friends who share his passion and ambition. Together
they collected detailed data on the vernacular dwellings.

With such refined way of capturing, pen drawing is chosen for the album to describe the essence of
architecture and the elegance of arts. From the view of a photographer and with the heart of a poet, it provides
us the experience and description of the real scenario. With its accurate and vigorous charm of calligraphy, the
manifestation mode integrating realistic and spiritual expression, these pen drawings present us the connotation
of the ancient buildings and some scenarios taken from the folk life perfectly and vividly on the paper. Like the
cherry on top, they ’ ve brought out each other perfectly.

This book is the condensation of the author * s hard work, an excellent literature work on “ Memory of
China” in aspect of artistic study. It provides multiple points of view from the art of architecture, the art of
painting and humanistic research, and is of great value in each and every aspect.

| wish the author long and non-stop production of arts.

Ye Yushan
From Muma Mountain, Chengdu, Nov.25 2011
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A Preservation of the Memory of City and Appreciation of the Charms of History
—Self Introduction for the Work

A person without memory is a person without a soul! A city without memory is a city lost. The veins of future of a city
are in fact preserved in the memory of the city.

However, along with the expediting renewal of cities and pushed by the wave of urbanization, our city is losing its
memory as it * s estranged from variety, diversity, and historical cultural characteristics. It is losing itself through the
ever-changing time. We cannot help but sign with regret and deep concerns!

In the early 1980s, after a visit to China, the President of the Royal Institute of British Architects said the following
thought-provoking words: “ There * s a common threat that city construction all around the world is facing—our cities
and towns are gradually assuming the same face. It * s a shame. | wish you could study the culture of China, respecting
the original characteristics of the city and improve them. The traditions of Chinese historical culture are too precious
to be swallowed up by the pretentious and superficial standards and concepts from the west. | am sure that you are
facing such risk, and that you need to resort to all your intelligence, resolution and insight to resist it. ”

On this account, it has become the mission of my artistic creation to “ preserve the memory of city 7, with
sculptures, paint brushes, photos, and every method available, to protect the continuation of history with unremitting
effort and non-stop search.

The black-and-white pen drawing has a plain and solid artistic appeal that can always provoke the poetic
association from people. It * s not until | crashed this form of art and the architecture art of ancient vernacular dwellings
together that | realize what a perfect match they make. The simple and clear lines of pen drawing give exquisite and
accurate description and full demonstration of the plain beauty and strength of the ancient vernacular dwellings. |
couldn ’ t decide whether it * s the deep affection | bear these ancient buildings or the intense passion the pen endows
me. But it is truly a sublime enjoyment and endless harvest to paint like this.

The urban modernization should be more than just skyscrapers and overpasses; it shall also include the vivid
scenarios, the traces of time and precipitation of culture preserved in the city. Every square of ground, every brick and
every skyline of the city is a carrier of memory, which we are obligated to appreciate and continue.

Zeng Damao
Dec. 2011
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