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I was born in the year 1632, in the City of York, of a good family. I had
two elder brothers, one of which was a licutenant colonel' to an English
regiment of foot in Flanders?, killed at the battle near Dunkirk against the
Spaniards. What became of my second brother I never knew any more than
father or mother did know what was become of me.

Being the third -son of the family, and not bred to any trade, my head
began to be filled very early with rambling thoughts.

But being one day at Hull, where I went casually, and without any
purpose of making an elopement’ that time; but I say, being there, and one
of my companions being going by sea to London, in his father’s ship, and
prompting me to go with them, with the common allurement* of seafaring’
men, viz.", that it should cost me nothing for my passage.

On the first of September 1651, I went on board a ship bound for
London. The ship was no sooner gotten out of the Humber but the wind
began to blow hard; and as I had never been at sea before, [ was sick and
terrified. I began now seriously to reflect upon what I had done.

! licutenant colonel n FEFEAEE

? Flanders {22485 (AUIEBLLLRIBT ROB 22 A R 22 84 R EEILIRH 1K)
3elopement n. #Wik; FFF

4 allurement ». BRY, B

Sseafaring adj. AidEFNLK), KF M

Sviz. (hr) B, E(E4Enamely)
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All this while the storm increased, and the sea went very high. I
expected every wave would have swallowed us up, and that every time the
ship fell down, as 1 thought, in the trough' or hollow of the sea, we should
never rise more; and in this agony of mind, I made many vows” and
resolutions’, that if it would please god here to spare my life this one voyage,
if ever I got once my foot upon dry land again, I would go directly home to
my father, and never set it into a ship again while I lived.

These wise and sober® thoughts continued all the while the storm
continued, and indeed some time after; but the next dag/ the wind was
abated® and the sea calmer, and [ began to be a little inured” to it. However,
1 was very grave for all that day, being also a little seasick still; but towards
night the weather cleared up, the wind was quite over, and a charming fine
evening followed; the sun went down perfectly clear and rose so the next
morning; and having little or no wind and a smooth sea, the sun shining
upon it, the sight was, as I thought, the most delightful that ever I saw.

I had slept well in the night, and was now no more seasick, but very
cheerful, looking with wonder upon the sea that was so rough and terrible
the day before, and could be so calm and so pleasant in so little time after.

The sixth day of our being at sea we came into Yarmouth Roads; the
wind having been contrary and the weather calm, we had made but little way
since the storm. Here we were obliged to come to an anchor, and here we lay,
the wind continuing contrary, viz., at southwest, for seven or eight days,
during which time a great many ships from Newcastle came into the same
Roads, as the common harbour where the ships might wait for a wind for the
river.

trough n fH, KM

vow n Z4

resolution n IB5E, Pl

sober adj. HE, EEEM

abate vi. (BE. BESHED, B8 £1
inure vt {EJR
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We had not, however, rid here so long, but should have tided it up the
river, but that the wind blew too fresh; and after we had lain four or five
days, blew very hard. However the Roads being reckoned as good as a
harbour, the anchorage' good, and our ground-tackle very strong, our men
were unconcerned, and not in the least apprehensive of danger, but spent the
time in rest and mirth’, after the manner of the sea; but the eighth day in the
momlng, the wind mcreased and we had all hands at work to strike our
topmasts’, and make everything snug’ and close, that the ship might ride as
easy as p0551ble By noon the sea went very high indeed, and our ship rid
forecastle’ in, shipped several seas, and we thought once or twice our
anchor had come home; upon whlch our master ordered out the sheet
anchor®; so that we rode with two anchors ahead, and the cables veered’ out
to the bltter end.

Such a dismal sight I never saw: the sea went mountains high, and
broke upon us every three or four minutes. When I could look about, 1 could
see nothing but distress round us: two ships that rid near us we found had
cut their masts by the board, being deep loaden; and our men cried out, that
a ship which rid about a mile ahead of us was foundered®. Two more ships
being driven from their anchors, were run out of the Roads to sea at all
adventures, and that was not a mast standing. The light ships fared the best
as not so much labourmg in the sea; but two or three of them drove and
came close by us, running away with only their spritsail’ out before the
wind.

anchorage n. {&iHrT, YhEith

mirth n KE, B

topmast n. P

snug adi. BERIH, BEFEEMN

forecastle ». B IR

sheet anchor n. ZHKHI, BERFE, BRENFR
veer vt {f¥sm, BB (B

founder i fFITHE, {EHEEM

spritsail . FHTIA
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Towards evening the mate and boatswain' begged the master of our
ship to let them cut away the foremast, which he was very unwilling to. But
the boatswain protesting to him that if he did not the ship would founder, he
consented; and when they had cut away the foremast, the mainmast stood so
loose, and shook the ship so much, they were obliged to cut her away also,
and make a clear deck.

We had a good ship, but she was deep loaden, and wallowed” in the sea,
that the seamen every now and then cried out, she would founder.

In the middle of the night, and under all the rest of our distresses, one
of the men that had been down on purpose to see cried out we had sprung a
leak; another said there was four-foot water in the hold. Then all hands were
called to the pump.

We worked on pumping, but the water increasing in the hold, it was
apparent that the ship would founder, and though the storm began to abate a
little, yet as it was not possible she could swim till we might run into a port,
so the master fired guns for help; and a light ship who had rid it out just
ahead of us ventured a boat out to help us. So, partly rowing and partly
driving, our boat went away to the norward’ sloping wards the shore almost
as far as Winterton Ness.

We were not much more than a quarter of an hour out of our ship but
we saw her sink, and then I understood for the first time what was meant by
a ship foundering in the sea.

While we were in this condition, the men yet labouring the oar to bring
the boat near the shore, we could see, when, our boat mounting the waves,
we were able to see the shore, a great many people running along the shore
to assist us when we should come near, but we made but slow way towards
the shore, nor were we able to reach the shore, till being past the lighthouse
at Winterton, the shore falls off to the westward towards Cromer, and so the
land broke off a little the violence of the wind. Here we got in, and, though
not without much difficulty, got all safe on shore.

! boatswain n. KFK
2 wallow vi. ITiR, <MiEik
3 norward n dbt77, 46
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Had I now had the sense to have gone back to Hull, and have gone
home, [ would have been happy; and though I had several times loud calls
from my reason and my more composed judgment to go home, yet I had no
power to do it.

And I went on board a vessel bound to the coast of Africa; or, as our
sailors vulgarly' call it, a voyage to Guinea.

This was the only voyage which I may say was successful in all my
adventures, and which I owe to the in’cegrity2 and honesty of my friend the
captain, under whom I got a competent knowledge of the mathematics and
the rules of navigation, learned how to keep an account of the ship’s course,
take an observation. In a word, this voyage made me both a sailor and a
merchant; for I brought home five pounds nine ounces of gold dust for my
adventure, which yielded me in London at my return, almost 300 pounds,
and this filled me with those aspiring thoughts which have since so
completed my ruin.

Yet even in this voyage I had my misfortunes too; particularly, that
was continually sick, being thrown into a violent calenture by the excessive
heat of the climate; our principal trading being upon the coast, from the
latitude of 15 degrees north even to the line it self.

I was now set up for a Guinea trader; and my friend, to my great
misfortune, dying soon after his arrival, I resolved to go the same voyage
again, and I embarked in the same vessel with one who was his mate in the
former voyage, and had now got the command of the ship.

" vulgarly adv. JEAHL, EH, REAH
? integrity n. EH, Wi



