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Session One

o

.Opening Session

Tips for classroom activities (for beginning
classes):

The teacher introduces himself/herself.

Introduce the overall structure of the textbook.

a. Twelve units.

b.

C.

a.

Five parts in each unit: Part 1: Text A with its reading comprehension questions;
Part 2: Text B with its reading comprehension questions; Part 3: Vocabulary
Practice; Part 4: Grammar and Sentence Structure; Part 5: Practical English

Writing.

Each text is about 400 words long and is to be given equal attention.

. Introduce the main teaching approaches.

Since this course aims at developing students’ English competency in an all-
round way, attention will be given to the skills of reading, listening, writing,
speaking and translation.

Students are expected to preview the lessons before class. If they do not do so,
they will be unable to take part in many classroom activities.

Students should review the lessons and do all the exercises after class. Teachers
will begin each class with a check on students’ review and exercises.

Students are encouraged to take an active part in class.

Students will be given plenty of opportunities to practice using the language in
and outside class.

Students’ classroom performance will be an important factor determining their

final grades for the course.

‘ 4. Finally, ask the students if they are clear about the main points of the course and

if they have any other concerns.




Tips for classroom activities (for continuing
classes):

. 1. Ask the students to work in groups of 4 or 5 and talk about something interesting
that happened during the winter/summer vacation. Students are encouraged to
talk in English. If they have difficulty expressing themselves, they can ask their
classmates or the teacher for help. Or they can use Chinese expressions in their
English sentences.

. 2. Ask one student from each group to report their discussions to the class.

. 3. Another way to begin the class is to ask the students to write a few sentences
describing how they plan to improve their English listening, speaking, reading and
writing in the new semester. Then the teacher can ask 5 to 6 students to talk about

their plans to the class.

Chinese Translation
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-Before Reading

Tips for classroom activities:

L

Write “Benefits brought by a good command of vocabulary” on one side of the
blackboard and “Harm brought by the use of wrong words™ on the other side.
Divide the class into two groups: one group deals with the first topic and the other
group deals with the second topic. Ask the students to develop each topic with one
or two examples.

Ask two or three students from each group to report their discussion result to the

class.

-Aﬁer Reading

Tips for classroom activities:

1.

Ask one or two students to read the “Main Ideas” exercise aloud to the class.
Note that the students may give answers which are correct or appropriate but
different from those provided in the teacher’s book. Sometimes, correct words
may be used in incorrect forms.

Check the answers to the first exercise under “Detailed Understanding”.
Ask the students to answer the following questions. While doing this activity,
the students should have their books closed because they are supposed to have
done the exercise in writing before class.




a. In what way can words be compared to the keys on a piano? (A pianist uses the

keys to express the tunes while a speaker uses words to organize his/her thoughts.)
b. How do we usually learn about other people’s characters? (By judging their

words.)
c. What may happen if a clerk in a department store has a good command of
English? (The sales of the store may be doubled.)

d. What might happen to a political leader when he uses wrong words? (He might
lose an election.)

e. Inwhat way can a higher social position help you? (A higher social position may

bring us a better opportunity for further enriching our vocabulary.)

4. Ask the students to translate the following into English.
a. H.oo £ * % (have something to do with)
B4 T H (tools of thought)
E kX (go downtown)
H & Hi& (say to oneself)
Ve thE (make a decision)
URIAS MRS A% (lend color to your personality)
TR W7 (judge by)
L0l (be packed with)
B 5T )5 (department store)
j- 3EIEKA (lose an election)
k. F5H ANAYIANLC (enrich one’s vocabulary)
5. Ask the students to translate the following into English.
JEEREEFE 2 F| (lose a football match)

244 (go_shopping)
B o £ - Z (have nothing to do with)

S SCE T B 404 (enrich one’s experience with practice)
FELR T RIS (online music store)

255 NI SR (A% (lend color to one's life)
—HHHF I T AN A % (a bus packed with people)
YEH HEER R E (make an important decision)

Bwk 15 (that is to say)

2RI T E. (tools of communication)

k. LASHELN (judge a person by his appearance)

R ™o a0 o
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6. Ask the students to rewrite the following sentences in different ways but keep the

original meaning.

a.

To study and acquire words is not just something related to studying literature.

(The study of words is not merely something that has to do with literature.)

If there were no words in your mind, you could not make any decisions and form

any judgments. (Without words you could make no decisions and form no

judgments whatsoever.)

Although a pianist may have got the most beautiful music in his mind, if he had
only five keys on his piano, he would merely play a small part of the music. (A
pianist may have the most beautiful tunes in his head, but if he had only five keys

on his piano he would never get more than a fraction of these tunes out.)

If you have mastered as many words as possible, your thinking will be deeper,

clearer and more accurate. (The more words you have at your command, the

deeper, clearer and more accurate will be your thinking.)

A political leader who used the wrong words has lost an election. (The wrong

words used by a political leader have lost him an election.)

If you enlarge your vocabulary on purpose, you will get a more important position

in life without knowing it. (If you consciously increase your vocabulary you will

unconsciously raise yourself to a more important station in life.)

As a result, the new and higher position you have got will provide you with a

better chance to further increase your vocabulary. (And the new and higher

position you have won will, in turn, give you a better opportunity for further

enriching your vocabulary.)

7. Give the students some verbs and ask them to find nouns in the new word list that

can serve as grammatical objects. If time allows, ask the students to make a sentence

with each combination.

a.
b.

C.

make (decision; judgment; explosive;: TNT)

improve (process;: personality; popularity. explosive)

give (opportunity; assurance; order)

8. Ask the students to find at least one verb or verb phrase (verb + prep.) in the new

word list that can take each of the following nouns or noun phrases as its

grammatical object.

o a0 oo

(assure) success

(convince somebody of ) honesty

(destroy) friendship
(land) a large order

(order) a meal




f. (double) sales

g. (enrich) vocabulary

9. Students work in pairs, making a sentence with each of the following pairs of words.

a. merely, order

b. simple, judge

c. beautiful, convince

d. command, lend

10. The following vocabulary information is for the teacher’s reference.

literature n. 1. books, plays, poems, etc. that people think have value: English
literature 2. works such as these that are studied as a subject: a course in modern
American literature 3. all the books, articles, etc. on a particular subject:
literature on the history of science [ir] writings

decision n. 1. a choice or judgment that you make after a period of discussion or
thought: Who made the decision to go there?/The judge will give his decision
tomorrow. [IL] choice 2. the quality of being able to make choices or
judgments quickly and to act on them with firmness: This job requires the ability
to act with decision. [£] firmness [Jx] indecision

judgment n. 1. the ability to make decisions about situations or people: His remarks
show a lack of political judgment. 2. an official decision given by a judge or a
court of law: a judgment delivered by the supreme court 3. an opinion formed
after thinking carefully about something: /n my judgment, we should refuse his
offer. [3/£] opinion

tune 7. a series of musical notes that are played or sung one after another to make
a pattern of sound that is usually pleasant to listen to: / recognize that tune but I
can’t remember the name of the song. | v. to make a musical instrument play at
the right pitch: Someone is coming tomorrow to tune the piano.
in tune playing or singing the correct musical note: She can’t sing in tune.

fraction n. 1. a very small amount of something: She is careful with her money, and
only spends a fraction of her earnings. 2. a division or a part of a whole number
in mathematics: 1/2 and 2/3 are fractions.

process n. 1. a series of natural developments or events that produce gradual change:
a slow process of chemical change [iT] course 2. a series of actions that
someone takes in order to achieve a particular result: the process of learning to
read 3. a particular system or treatment of materials used esp. in producing
goods: an advanced industrial process [T ] procedure; technique | v. to treat
something or put it into a system in order to deal with it so that it can be used or

sold: The cloth has been processed to make it waterproof. / His application will




take a few weeks to process.

assure vz. 1. to tell someone that something will definitely happen or is definitely true
so that they are less worried: The man assured us that everything would be all right.
2. to be able to feel certain that something will happen: The political leader is
assured of success in the election. 3. to make something certain to happen or to be
achieved: Excellent reviews have assured the film’s success. [iL] ensure
assurance n. a feeling of calm confidence in your own abilities: She spoke in a tone
of assurance. [iT] self-confidence

personality n. someone’s character, esp. the way they behave towards other people: His
earlier childhood experiences have a strong influence on his personality. [iT]
character

popularity n. the quality of being liked or supported by a large number of people:
Western music is steadily gaining in popularity. / The president’s popularity has
declined considerably. [f] fame

medium n. 1. a way of communicating information and news to people, such as
newspapers, television, etc.: the medium of television [3/T] means 2. a substance
through which a force travels: Sound travels through the medium of air. [i¥T]
agency | a. of middle size between large and small; of middle height between tall and
short, etc.: What size do you want — large, medium, or small?

convince vz. 1. to make someone feel certain that something is true: His argument didn’t
convince me. / We managed to convince them of our innocence. 2. to persuade
someone to do something: I've been trying to convince Mary to come with me. [3/£]
persuade

order n. 1. a request by a customer for a company to supply goods or for a meal in a
restaurant: The company has placed a large order for electronic equipment. / The
waiter came over to take my order. [3/T] request 2. a command given by someone
in authority: The officer expected his orders to be obeyed. / I'm the one who gives
the orders around here. [iL] command 3. the way that several things, events, etc.
are arranged or put on a list, showing whether something is first, second, third, etc.:
The list shows the order of events for the day. / We should keep the files in order. -
[:/£) sequence 4. the political, social, or economic situation at a particular time: the
present economic order / the established social order / the new world order | v. 1.
to tell someone to do something, using your authority or power: “Freeze! ” the
policeman ordered. / If you make any more noise I'll order you out of the room.
[5/] command; instruct 2. to ask for goods or services: He has ordered a steak. 3.
to ask for something to be brought, made, etc., in return for payment: John ordered

himself 3 new suits. [i£] require 4. (of a doctor) to advise (something) as




necessary: The doctor ordered him a week’s rest in bed. [3/L] advise; instruct
double v. to become twice as much or as many, or to make something twice as big:
Unemployment more than doubled in recent years. / The government has doubled
its tax on cigarettes. | a. 1. twice as big, as much, or as many as usual; twice as
big, as much, or as many as something else: The production now is double what
it was nine years ago. 2. consisting of two parts that are similar or exactly the
same: a railway with a double track / You can’t park on double yellow lines.

3. made to be used by two people: a double room / a double bed
Homework:

1. Preview Text B together with the comprehension questions.

2. Finish the exercises in Vocabulary Practice.

ion Tw

Revision of Text A

Tips for classroom activities:

1. Choose one paragraph from Text A for dictation. When this is done, the teacher
can have the following options to check the results:

Ask one student to read aloud his/her dictation;

Ask all the students to check their dictation with the original text;

Ask the students to check each other’s dictation;

Collect the dictation from 5 randomly selected students for later checking by the

e o oo

teacher.
2. Ask two students to give a summary of Text A orally.
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Tips for classroom activities:

Write the following on the blackboard: Besides the new wordg and grammar, learning
the culture of a foreign country is important, if we want to learn the language of the
country well. Ask the students to support the statement with one or more examples.
The students work in groups of 2 or 3 and discuss or exchange their opinions. Encourage
them to be specific in their discussion.

Have several students from most of the groups report to the class the results of their

discussion.

After Reading

Tips for classroom activities:

Ask one or two students to read the “Main Ideas” exercise aloud to the class. Note
that the students may give answers which are correct or appropriate but different
from those provided in the teacher’s book. Sometimes, correct words may be used
in incorrect forms.
Check the answers to the first exercise under ‘“Detailed Understanding”.
Ask the students to answer the following questions.

a. What do English speakers use while talking? (They use a lot of euphemisms.)

b. What are euphemisms? (They are polite, less direct words used to avoid some

embarrassing situations.)

c. Can you tell what is special about eating in North America? (/. It is regarded as '

a social occasion; 2. People avoid making noise while they eat; 3. They do not

talk when they have food in their mouths.)

d. Do North Americans stand close to one another while talking? Why or why not?

(No. They keep a certain distance to one another and have a lot of personal space

around them. They feel uncomfortable when they have to stand too close to others.)

4. Ask the students to translate the following into English.

a. fE----- 5 ¥ (within the context of )
b. {RHEE w-1E (depend upon/on the situation)
c. “F2IMEIIR ME 2 — (one of the difficulties of learning a foreign language)




w e oo

=3

AL E NIt & R EFBMEUT (be surprised at the way North Americans eat)
22 & (social occasion)

H¥r3 At (target culture)

H2HN (pick up the rules)

PR #hif (follow the tunes)
AR RN H AE (enjoy the ease of communication)

5. Ask the students to translate the following into English.

a.

F R oo a0 T

1.

EZWT T TRAYERAN B 7E (enjoy the ease of listening to music)
xR 18 BB T (be_surprised at what the teacher said)

HARIES (target language)

F 3| — L3 iR (pick up some knowledge of literature)

HiE RS i€ (depend upon/on the weather)

{F B RIIBUETERE 5 (within the context of the present political situation)
S NHIEN S 2 — (one of the impressions of North Americans)

128825 (social gathering)

S HERINE (follow a speech)

6. Ask the students to rewrite the following sentences in different ways but keep the

original meaning.

a.

You have to learn more words by heart and at the same time you have to know

what kind of words to use for special situations. (Not only must you learn the

vocabulary, but you must learn which words to choose in which situations.)

Some manners are thought to be polite in one culture, but they might be

considered extremely rude in another. (What are considered polite manners in

one culture might be terribly rude in another.)

Among many difficulties we encounter in learning a foreign language, one is to
know what is polite and rude within the context of the culture of that language.

(One of the difficulties of learning a foreign language is learning what is considered

polite and rude in the culture of that language.)

Maybe you were eager to know why they kept a certain distance from you.

(Perhaps you wondered why they stood so far away from you.)

When North Americans are chewing food in their mouths they never make any

noise or talk. (North Americans don't make noise or talk while they have food in

their mouths.)
To learn how to act like the people of the target culture is just like learning a new

dance. (Learning to behave as the people of the target culture is almost like

learning a new dance step.)




