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Roaring flames appeared in the Kuwaiti oil fields as
soon as the Gulf War ended. Every day six million
barrels of crude oil were burned out and every month
one million tons of smoky dust rose into the sky—This
is an unprecedented catastrophe in human history.

The Chinese leaders paid close attention to the
burning oil wells. In March, 1991, China Oil & Gas
Corporation sent experts to Kuwait. At the risk of
touching the mines and the high temperatures of the
fire pillars, they made on—the —spot investigations of
more than 270 burning oil wells, They classified the
fires into nine types and put forward three plans to put
them out, and then replied for three times the questions
by the Kuwaiti side.

In July, Premier Li Peng paid a visit to Kuwait and
signed on behalf of the Chinese government a fire
fighting contract with Kuwaiti government—the third
one after USA and Canada and the first one signed in
the name of a government, which has not come easily.
On the following day, a Chinese advance party was
sent to Kuwait to prepare for the fire extinguishment.

In August, a Chinese Fire—fighting Team, consisted
of 62 well-chosen fire fighters from the Sichuan
Petroleum Management Bureau, arrived in Burgan—the
second largest oil field in the world. The general
director of the team is Mr. Sun Zhenchun, vice engineer
—in—chier of the well=Drilling Engineering Bureau,
China Qil & Gas Corporation.

Bearing in mind the heartfelt hopes of their people
and motherland, they helped the Kuwaiti people to
rebuild their homeland by implementing seriously the
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contract signed by the governments.

Relying on the strength of science and spirit, they
joined the competition with the fire—fighting teams of
other countries.

This is a special international competition. It not
only had economic significance, but also exerted
political influence. And furthermore it would help the
Chinese oil workers get the pass to go out of the
country and gain a foothold in the Middle East.

In the fire extinguishment of high technology and
difficulty,the Chinese Fire—fighting Team, displaying
the heroic spirit of fearing neither hardships nor death,
overcame lots of difficulties, established brilliant ex-
ploits and realized their vow of “winning every battle”,
and hence brought credits to their motherland.

on November 6, the Five—Starred Red Flag was
flying high in the sky of the Burgan Oil Field.

on November 17, Premier Li Peng shook hands
closely with the firefighters in Zhong nanhai.

This Picture album reproduces the vivid scenes of
the Chinese fire—fighters battling in Burgan Oil Field
and their expedition to Kuwait, the transportation of
heat insulation shelters, the spraying of monitors, the
exhortation of leaders and the tears of their wives.

More praiseworthy is the fact that the firefighters,
using their hands of putting out the fires, also pressed
the shutter of their cameras to take these precious
pictures.

If you want to see the real records, please open the
album.
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Oil—well fires break out as the Gulf War ended
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The great fire and heavy smoke from a wellhead.
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A distant view of Burgan Oil Field.




