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Preface

Kong Yufang

Director, Propaganda Department, Member of Standing
Committee of Henan Province, Chinese Communist Party
Vice-governor of Henan Provincial Government

Cultural relics are a crucial carrier of history,
civilization, and precious irreplaceable cultural
heritage. The conservation of cultural relics is a main
goal in the Project of Water Diversion from South
to North. The conservation of cultural relics is of
significance to national culture and promotion of the
construction of an advanced socialist society. This
is the responsibility that history has entrusted to us.

Henan is one of the cradles of the Chinese
nation and civilization, with a long history and a
brilliant culture. In Chinese history, Henan has long
been the political, economic, and cultural center.
China has eight ancient capitals, of which four are
located in Henan Province: Luoyang, Kaifeng,
Anyang, and Zhengzhou. Henan has a rich cultural
and archaeological tradition, which has yielded
among the largest numbers of cultural relics stored
at museums in all of China. Among the five prov-
inces involved in the Middle-line Project of Water
Diversion from South to North, Henan has produced
the most archaeological relics and requires the most
to be done in the area of conservation. The main
channel of the Middle-line Project of Water Diver-
sion from South to North passes through the ancient
capitals of Zhengzhou and Anyang, as well as four
other historical and cultural monuments under na-
tional protection. These include the Shanbiao cem-
etery in Weihui, the Baiquan cemetery in Huixian,
the Tanghu site, and the Huzhuang cemetery in
Xinzheng. Salvage and protection of cultural relics
during the construction of the Middle-line Project
of Water Diversion from South to North has enabled
both Henan and China to make use of existing pro-
tective measures and techniques, as well as develop

new ones.

The government of Henan strongly empha-
sizes the protection of cultural heritage in the Middle-
line Project of Water Diversion from South to North.
The government supports this work with manpower,
material resources, and direct financial aid. This sup-
port ensures the protection of cultural relics. Experts
and archaeologists at the Henan Provincial Admin-
istration of Cultural Heritage have engaged in sal-
vage excavations and have actively explored new
ideas for the protection of cultural relics. Adminis-
trators have been effective in the protection of cul-
tural relics, while maintaining the progress of the
project. So far, eighty-two excavations have been
completed and more than thirty thousand objects
have been collected. Of these excavations, four have
been honored in the "Top Ten New Archaeological
Discoveries in China." The sites so honored are the
Liuzhuang site in Hebi, the Gu'an site in Anyang,
the Guandimiao site in Xingyang, and the Tanghu
site in Xinzheng.

The work done in protecting cultural relics
over the past three years during the Project of Water
Diversion from South to North has been very
successful. Henan is the leader in archaeological
achievement and in publications. I hope each branch
of cultural heritage in Henan, guided by the spirit of
the Seventeenth Conference of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, carries out the scientific development
concept and gives the best possible effort to do suc-
cessful excavation, protection and utilization work,

as well as contribute to constructing a strong cul-

~ tural province and harmonious Central Plain.
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Introduction

Chen Ailan

Director of Henan Provincial Administration of Cultural Heritage

The well-known grand project of water
conservation and the protection work of cultural
relics in the Project of Water Diversion from
South to North is unprecedented in Henan. The
number of ancient sites examined is unparalleled
in the history of Henan archaeology. After finish-
ing the conservation work of cultural relics in
Xiaolangdi Reservoir of the Yellow River and
Sanxia Reservoir of the Yangtze River, people
have begun to focus on designing and construct-
ing the Middle -line Project of Water Diversion
from South to North in the Central Plain. An
important issue in this project is how to efficiently
protect the precious cultural heritage in the Cen-
tral Plain.

The Middle-line Project of Water Diver-
sion from South to North includes two aspects: the
water source area and the main channel. The water
source area or Danjiangkou Reservoir, spanning
from Henan to Hubei, is a total of 370 km? of
submerged landscape, of which 170 km? is located
in Henan (accounting for 46% of the total sub-
merged area). The main channel starts in Taocha,
Xichuan county, Henan province and flows
through Henan, Hebei, Beijing and Tianjin. The
total length of the channel is 1276 km, of which
731 km (or 58%) runs through Henan province.
The main channel passes through 8 cities and 34
counties within Henan, from the Nanyang Basin
northward along the eastern foot of the Taihang
Mountains. The cities are: Nanyang, Pingdingshan,
Xuchang, Zhengzhou, Jiaozuo, Xinxiang, Hebi,
and Anyang. The project traverses the ancient
Central Plain. Sites in the submerged area, along
the main channel, and in the surrounding region
show evidence of Paleolithic fossil beds, includ-

ing remains of ancient Homo, and Neolithic
settlements, as well as historical city sites,
cemeteries, ancient buildings, and carved stone
art reflecting different cultural styles and evi-
dence of cultural exchange. This forms an ancient
cultural pathway combining various cultural peri-
ods and cultural factors.

The conservation of cultural relics along
the Middle-line Project of Water Diversion from
South to North in Henan has several distinct
characteristics:

First, archaeological teams from all over
the country have actively participated in the work.
From 1994 to 2005, Henan organized teams from
archaeological and engineering institutions to
survey, check, and verify work on cultural heri-
tage in the Danjiangkou submerged area and along
the main channel. As confirmed by the national
departments, there are 330 archaeological sites in
Henan that relate to the Middle-line Project of
Water Diversion from South to North. Related
conservation work in Henan formally began in
April 2005. The State Administration of Cultural
Heritage held the "Mobilization Conference of the
Whole Country Supporting the Conservation Work
for the Water Diversion Project from South to
North" in Zhengzhou in November 2005. A total
of 38 archaeological institutions, including the
Henan Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and
Archaeology, the Institute of Archaeology, Chi-
nese Academy of Social Sciences, the History
Department of Wuhan University, the Shaanxi
Provincial Institute of Archaeology, and so on,
have participated in the conservation of cultural
relics in Henan. The Henan Administration of

Cultural Heritage has organized experts to super-
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vise archaeological fieldwork, and has provided
good field conditions for the archaeological teams.
This has ensured that the construction of the
project and the conservation of cultural relics
occur smoothly.

Second, a large number of precious cultural
relics have been recovered and protected. The
conservation of cultural relics in the Water Diver-
sion Project from South to North is a major task,
made more difficult by the openness of the main
channel opened, which increases the danger to
cultural relics. We have organized archaeological
teams to join in the excavation work in advance
and effectively protect the cultural relics. As of
December 2007, eight-two archaeological pro-
grams had been finished, and twenty-eight pro-
grams are still underway in Henan province. The
excavation area is over 32 ha. in total. More than
thirty thousand artifacts have been collected, in-
cluding many precious cultural relics, such as
those recovered in the tomb of a noble from the
early Warring States period at the Xujialing
cemetery, among them a small ding tripod with 49
clear inscriptions. These inscriptions indicate a
year, suixing and identity the deceased individual
buried in the tomb. This provides the important
information for investigating the time of burial
and identifying the dead. A number of beautiful
pieces of gold headgear were unearthed from the
Qing Dynasty shoubei's tomb at Xi'an Mansion at
Guanzhuang cemetery in Hebi. In particular, a
golden crest with an imprinted pattern of ascend-
ing prunus blossoms has high artistic value. Four
Tang tricolor bowls recovered from Niecun cem-
etery in Boai County are rare high-quality artifacts.

Third, archaeological finds have important
scientific research value. For instance, the cemetery
at Liuzhuang in Hebi is the first Pre-Shang cemetery
uncovered in China, filling a gap in Pre-Shang
culture. The cemetery at Gu'an in Anyang revealed
the first Eastern Wei stone couch, with a surrounding
screen bearing twenty-four filials, as well as the first
clearly inscribed date for an Eastern Wei tomb. At

the same cemetery, a large number of Northern Qi
ceramic figurines, and porcelain vessels, as well as
an epitaph dating to the Northern Qi and Eastern
Wei, were found. These findings are important in
investigating burial systems, ceramic statuary art,
the origins and manufacturing techniques of white
and black porcelain in the North, and writing from
the Northern Qi and Eastern Wei periods. The exca-
vation at the Dasima cemetery in Weihui unearthed
a joint burial of a Qifuling couple from the Tang
Dynasty and provides new evidence for the bureau-
cratic system, writing arts, and social bloom in the
Sui and Tang Dynasties. The discovery of a Longshan
site at Xubao in Wenxian county revealed one of the
largest and best preserved cities in the Yellow River
valley. These sites fill a gap in the distribution of
Longshan sites in Northwestern Henan. The excava-
tion at Xuecun in Xingyang revealed a large site
spanning from the late Erlitou to the early Shang
periods. The work is of significance in studying the
structure of the settlement, the partition of functional
areas, and the transition between Xia and Shang
culture. From the Guandimiao site in Xingyang a
well-preserved late Shang settlement was unearthed.
This site can be divided into four distinct sections for
habitation, pottery-making, sacrifice and burial. This
is the first time an entire settlement from the Shang
period has been uncovered. The excavation at Tanghu
in Xinzheng revealed a large Peiligang cultural
settlement. The characteristic housing organization,
and drainage system reflect the advanced construc-
tion techniques of the Peiligang period.

Fourth, archaeological excavations and re-
search are well combined. In the course of
excavations, the conservation of various cultural
relics has been enhanced through the use of mod-
ern scientific techniques to collect various samples.
In particular, human and animal skeletal remains -
have been carefully examined and analyzed for
sex, age, pathology and DNA. According to the
national geographical information standard, ich-
nographies have been drawn for each site, estab-
lishing a good foundation for future surveys and



conservation of cultural relics. For example, the
Archaeology Department at Wuhan University
has completely mapped a large Han tomb with
nine chambers at Daguanzhuang in Huixian using
three-dimensional techniques and closeup
photography. Three-dimension models of archaeo-
logical objects have been créated through digital
mapping and virtual computer techniques. At
Shandong University, over the course of the exca-
vation at Xijincheng site in Boali, researchers have
designed an environmental archaeological project
incorporating paleophysiognomy, as well as study
of fauna, flora, stone implements, pottery, and the
site catchment area. This is an important attempt
to develop multidisciplinary research.

The conservation work of the Water Diver-
sion Project from South to North in Henan has
overcome multiple hardships and run a glorious
course. We have tried our best to explore new
methods for the salvage conservation of cultural
relics, to revitalize administrative thought and
systems, foster professional teamwork, upgrade
research through the construction of large-scale
projects, and have produced extraordinary
achievements. The excavations at Liuzhuang in
Hebi, Gu'an in Anyang, Guandimiao in Xingyang,
and Tanghu in Xinzheng were selected as among
the "Top Ten New Archaeological Discoveries in
China". The Conservation Office of Cultural Heri-
tage for the Water Diversion from South to North,
Henan Administration of Cultural Heritage was
named by the State Administration of Cultural
Heritage, as a "National Excellent Group in the
Conservation of Cultural Heritage". The excava-
tions at Liuzhuang in Hebi, Guandimiao in
Xingyang, and Tanghu in Xinzheng were honored
with the "Qualitative Award of National Field
Archaeology" .

The conservation of cultural relics in the
Water Diversion Project from South to North in
Henan province has been emphasized and sup-
ported by various leaders and the community at
large. Zhang Siqing, vice-president of National
Committee of CPPCC has visited the conserva-
tion work on cultural relics in the Water Diversion
Project from South to North in Henan province.
The leaders from the Conservation Office of Cul-
tural Heritage for the Water Diversion from South
to North, State Department and State Administra-
tion of Cultural Heritage have personally super-
vised archaeological fieldwork. The Henan Pro-
vincial Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party, and Henan Provincial Government have
held many meetings to examine and solve impor-
tant problems regarding salvage conservation of
cultural relics. A number of famous archaeologists,
such as Huang Jinglue, Zhang Zhongpei, Xu
Guangji, Zou Heng, and Li Bogian have visited
archaeological sites many times and have pro-
vided help on significant academic questions and
archaeological excavation techniques. The news
media have paid considerable attention to the
archaeological work that has been carried out in
conjunction with the Project.

On the occasion of the upcoming third
national "Cultural Heritage Day", Henan prov-
ince will hold an exhibition of archaeological
achievement for the Water Diversion Project from
South to North, and will publish photographs in
order to show the outstanding achievements of
this project. It is our hope that this will begin to
express our gratitude toward leaders and all of the
society, as an open door for people to understand
the salvage conservation work undertaken in con-
junction with the Water Diversion Project from
South to North.
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