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Abstract

One contradictory phenomenen in Chinese traditional society is that over-
population and the means of birth contrel existed at the same time. This con-
tradictory phenomenon still exists in developing countries today. To explain
the phenomenon, an orthodox economic model of competition is set up, in
which the distribution of property rights influences population behavior.

Property rights, including the rights of people to use property and their
bodies, are rarely defined completely. These loosely-defined rights are used
freely in society. When occupying property rights in the public field, people
need expend some economic resources. In production activities, the economic
resources expended in property-rights seeking include labour force and human
resources, When fighting for the property rights, the labour force plays the
most important role. Then, besides social production, there exists a need for
expenditure of human resources. The new demand for population results in the
population of society growing beyond the equilibrium value of the production
population, which is decided in production.

When the efficiency of the 3rd side organization ( government) defining
property rights decreases to a certain level, the overpopulation phenomenon
exists. The resources invested in capturing the property public-field rights be-
longs to the transaction cost. Transaction costs can be either exogenous or en-
dogenous, so the overpopulation caused by the property rights definition forms

through two ways.
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From another perspective, the definition of property rights is an economic
activity having scale economy. The allocation of property rights is decided by
the people’s effort to fight for or protect them, as well as the efficiency of the
government to define property rights. When governments’ efficiency become
too low, individuals or families play too much of a role within society that ex-
hausts more resources in assignment of property rights, so the property rights
definition of a whole society inevitably results in the loss of scale economy.
Losing scale economy causes more demand for human resources, and overpop-
ulation results.

So, the incomplete definition of property rights results in overpopulation.
The less efficient the third organization (the government) is at defining prop-
erty rights, the more serious the problem of overpopulation becomes.

The community based nature of traditional society makes its property right
definition system different from the modern system, which features the judicial
system as its core component. In Chinese traditional society, autocratic-em-
pire big community, the geography-relationship community of village and the
blood-relationship community of clan are always the major social control sys-
tems in the academic circles. However, considering politic safety as well as
the provision of a low-dominance-technology condition, big communities ( au-
tocratic imperial governments) do their best to strike and suppress various
small communities while levying tax and forced labor, for the purpose of pre-
venting other people from replacing its dominance. At the same time, tradi-
tional governments have no interest in offering just and solving the dispute of
property rights between common people. Clan community and the community
of villages under suppression have generally lost the ability to control their
members. Therefore, the definition of property rights in the Chinese tradition-
al society has a very low efficiency, and the corruption of bureaucratic system
further deteriorates its condition.

The activity of clan community is rather uncommon in the whole of tradi-

tional China, but its regional distribution is differential. This feature of
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Abstract

“flourishing in the south and declining in the north” embodies two ideas: the
controlling of intensity for its members, and the quantity of clans.

The popularity of fighting with weapons in southeast provinces such as
Fujian and Guangdong are the embodiment of this kind of characteristics. The
regional distribution discrepancy of clan activity has resulted in an improved
efficiency of property rights definition in the south in comparison to its defini-
tion in north traditional China. It is especially the highest in the southeast on
the basis that it has low levels of social activity.

There existed some economical birth-control technology in Chinese tradi-
tional society, including birth-control herbal medicine, acupuncture and other
herbal means. On the other hand, though always in dispute, infanticide is
still the means of population control. Third, on the traditional background of
eastern culture, the control of sexual intercourse is also one of the means of
birth control in Chinese traditional society. So, in Chinese traditional society,
people possess a number of means to control birth, and these strategies as well
as infanticide make positive population control possible.

Therefore , population control may be feasible. If the governments’ defini-
tion of property rights is ineffective, the family in Chinese traditional society
tends to raise more offspring than what is demanded by levels- of production,
therefore leading to the family scale exceeding the optimum value decided by
production technology.

This rational population behavior of individuals and family has formed an
irrational macroscopic overpopulation phenomenon: such frequent “ positive
check” as war, famine and pestilence etc, and the large-scale movement of
free immigrants that occurs constantly. Because clans activity is of non-aver-
age regional distribution, it arouses the state of a property rights definition
“more efficient in the south than in the north” , therefore family scale in south
traditional China is smaller than in north, the south population growth rate is
smaller than north, and even in the Ming Dynasty, the population in the south

decreases while increases in north.
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