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Dear Friends and Members of OMEP,

It is my great pleasure to have the opportunity to write to you on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of
childhood education in new China and the 20th anniversary of the Chinese National Association of Early
Childhood Education.

I'have been privileged to visit your country on three occasions over the last fifteen years and on each
visit I have been impressed by the programmes that have been developed to support the education of
young children. High quality programmes implemented by highly qualified early childhood educators
are crucial if we are to meet the needs of young children, who will reach maturity in the first decades of
the new millennium.

These children will be growing up in a highly technological society,where the emphasis will be upon the
development of cognitive and intellectual skills. It is therefore vital, that we as educators, help parents
and others appreciate the importance of promoting children’s overall development, in particular the
fostering of their social and emotional development. Current research is constantly drawing our attention
to the importance of supporting these areas of development in order to help children grow in to well
adjusted human beings. It is therefore most appropriate that these are some of the key issues that you will
be addressing at your conference in October.

[ would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Chinese National Association of Early Childhood
Education for the wonderful work which has been carried out over the last decades. I am certain that all
the participants at the forthcoming conference will enjoy a rewarding and fruitful experience on this
august occasion.

My best wishes to you all.

Sincerely 6),___/19) CZ[ -
Audrey Curtis
World President OMEP

FRMPAEAT. HRFHHFLRH R AN

Bk HrF ES LB ERROBAFRPELNHREARLRL0HEZIR, RAHE 2L HH
GS(NE S

EREWISES, RAZZRFFTE, Bk, KEEY KT LRGN ESHLERY
TTHRSHAR. BERGSG BT HATHE R EN Y IR T RNERILEL RN EE,
fATET —HLWa+ LFERKARBH —REXEE,

SRUNERKE-MHBEBELANHS, EXMHLANERAASFE A LE, HE
M, BAHEE, RNFHRKHLEMBR AR RANLELTELRE, HHER#HLH |
WRA R EEN, TR RN A EE . YA 09 5 IE A W7 o N B (7 3L 3 S4T 3 %
Xt T By MR A B A R4 R A A B B B DL, AR TR X R A\ K A Y E i
WA, Et2EHE.

fltle, RONHFEFHNATA RS EL L0 FERBGME €4, R, wk
R 5o ARRKRNFYE, HETA.

B B AR !

Audrey Curtis

HRFAHFTALER
1999 46 9 f 14 |



Dear Esteemed Colleagues,

We are all exicited and happy to share in this momentous event— the 50th Anniversary
of Early Childhood Education in China, and the 20th Anniversary of the National
Association for Early Childhood Research.

Throughout the history of China, many educators have observed, with great interest,
the development and shape of education in this great nation. Your strong commitment
to research and excellence in education is apparent to many.

We are encouraged to see that Early Childhood Education, in particular, was an area of
focus for the past 50 years. A record of its history and development will be invaluable
to Early Childhood researchers.

Furthermore, as celebrations take place all over China, Early Childhood Education will
be thrust into the forefront, and more will learn of the importance of the early years in
a child’s development.

This is ,indeed, a great occasion. [ know my OMEP colleagues all over the world would
join me in wishing you all the best for great success in this event, and for the coming
years, as we look forward to hearing about your future endeavours in Early Childhood
Education.

Ry
Chua Hui Ling %

Vice-President(for Asia & the Pacific)
OMEP
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