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Prelude

To children toys are angels and primers. Today there are about 300 million children in China, of whom one third are preschool
children and infants. Therefore, the development of children's toys and teaching aids is of great importance.

Chinese toys have a long history. Representing various charms of this beautiful land, traditional folk toys record the cultural
history of the age-old nation, and portray the brilliant spiritual world of numerous folk artists. Chinese toys embody the deep feelings
of adults towards kids, and affection of parents for sons and daughters. Artistic images prove to be highly instructive. Undoubtedly,
the culture of China's folk toys is a precious and rich heritage, which deserves to be collected, collated, studied, inherited and
improved.

Folk toys, like natural flowers, are full of local flavor and fragrance of China. With Chinese characteristics, folk toys can exert
an imperceptible influence on training the children to love the country, the people and their home villages. Published by Shanxi Hope
Publishing House, China's Folk Toys not only presents a general picture of Chinese folk toys, but also contributes to making children's

toys more Chinese. And it will surely play an active role in international cultural communications. I wish this fresh flower to be in
full bloom all over this great land.
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Centuries Old Folk Toys
by Mu Gong

Chinese folk toys have a very long history. Among the relics
unearthed from the Ruins of Banpo in Xian, dated back to Yangshao
culture of the Neolithic period (4800 —4300 BC), there are many stone
and clay balls, the diameters of which vary from 3 ¢cm to 1.1 cm.
Archaeologists believe that the balls, which are too small and too light
to be weapons, are children's toys. Pottery balls have also been excavated
from the Ruins of Daxi at Wushan Mount in Sichuan Province (4400 —
3300 BC), the Ruins of Qujialing on Jingshan Mountain and the Ruins
of Shijiahe at Tianmen in Hubei Province (3000 — 2600 BC). Those
pottery balls have even scratches and dots made by thin bamboo sticks
and many other prints and patterns. The balls should definitely be
classified as toys, and serve as the precursors of modern children's glass
marbles.

A large quantity of statuettes, about 10 cm long, such as masks, little
birds, chickens, sheep, pigs and fish have been found at the Ruins of
Hemudu of the New Stone Age (5000 — 3300 BC), Qujialing on
Jingshan Mountain in Hubei Province and the Ruins of Dawenkou in
Shandong Province. At the Ruins of Banpo Village, a human head (4.6
cm high), a bird's head (7 cm high) and a beast-shaped button were
unearthed. These precious ancient works of art are the ancestors of
Chinese toys. Among the toys from each dynasty collected by museums
or individuals, porcelain takes up a big percentage. It is because
porcelain is harder and durable than other perishable materials.
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