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Foreword

In the introduction to a recent volume on the Mongolian-Tibetan interface, Hildegard
Diemberger mentions Klaus Sagaster as the scholar who has done “Iplerhaps the most
substantial work™ in this field of study.” What in recent years is discovered anew in
International Tibetan studies as an exciting venture into more or less unknown research
terrains, has in fact been a long established tradition in both German and Russian scholarship.
Since its establishment in 1964, the Seminar fiir Sprach-und Kulturwissenschaften
Zentralasiens at the University of Bonn belonged to this tradition of studying the entangled
histories of the Tibetan and Mongolian cultural regions, a tradition that its former director,
the mongolist and tibetologist Klaus Sagaster, decisively shaped. On March 19, 2013, Klaus
Sagaster will celebrate his 80th birthday. As his long and distinguished career is well known
to his colleagues and friends, already having been told in detail in the felicitation volume
published on the occasion of his 65th birthday, the interested reader is referred to this volume.
This short foreword therefore takes off where the account in the previous felicitation volume
stopped. Since his retirement in 1998 from the chair for Central Asian Studies at the University
of Bonn/Germany, Klaus Sagaster has continued to engage actively in the field of Mongolian
and Tibetan Studies. It is mainly due to his active support that some important research projects
in Mongolian archeaology, history and literature have been realized in Germany (always with
international collaboration) in the last ten years. In 1997 Sagaster, who during his long career
had cultivated close contacts to colleagues in Mongolia, was asked by the Mongolian Academy
of Sciences to lend his support to the new excavations in Karakorum (Kharkhorin), the old
capital city of the Mongolian empire. He thus played an active role in the ensuing endeavour
to start a cooperative archaeological project under the patronage of the Mongolian and German
governments to excavate the former Mongolian capital. That project brought together scientists
from the University of Bonn and the Commission for General and Comparative Archaeology
with their Mongolian colleagues. The project also provided the basis for the exhibition
“Dschingis Khan und seine Erben” realised by the Kunst-und Ausstellungshalle Bonn,
receiving nation-wide attention and media coverage. The exhibition was accompanied by an

international conference in which Sagaster was also actively involved. Apart from these more

(@ Uradyn E. Bulag and Hildegard G.M. Diemberger (eds.), The Mongolia-Tibet Interface. Opening new research
terrains in Inner Asia. Leiden/ Boston: Brill, 2007, p.1.



i - VISR SRR S HT AR T (RN )

spectacular activities which brought Mongolian studies to the attention of a broader public
audience, Klaus Sagaster was able to complete some important research projects. The long
term project of the description of the Mongolian manuscripts on birch bark from Xarbuxyn
Balgas, which was brought to its conclusion with the publication of the second volume of
Elisabetta Chiodo’s edition, owes much of its success to the support of Professor Sagaster who
managed to secure the financial support of the German Research Foundation and the Gerda
Henkel Foundation. Sagaster also secured the support of the German Research Foundation
and the Gerda Henkel Foundation, respectively, for a project about “East Mongolian folk
literature”, based on the Heissig collection of Mongolian oral literature which is preserved at
the North-Rhine Westphalian Academy of Sciences in Diisseldorf. And it was again Sagaster
who in recent years repeatedly invited Mongolian colleagues for an extended stay at Bonn
University, thus strengthening the existing ties to Inner-Mongolian and Mongolian scholars.
His latest project, newly launched with funds provided by the Gerda Henkel Foundation and
entitled “Der Held und der Barde. Kontinuitit und Verdnderung in der miindlichen Literatur
der Mongolen™, once again focuses on the oral culture of the Mongols.

In 2006 Klaus Sagaster was elected honorary member of the Societas Uralo-Altaica in
Goéttingen (Germany), and in 2008 he was honoured by the Permament Altaistic Conference
of Indiana University (Bloomington, Indiana, USA). The last two years, however, were
overshadowed by the uncertain future of Mongolian Studies in Germany. In the wake of
the University reforms of the last decade, the once thriving discipline had suffered greatly,
like other so called “small disciplines” (“small” in regard to student figures, not in regard to
scientific output) have. When early this year, the Rectorate and the Faculty of Humanities
of Bonn University finally decided to close down Mongolian Studies, Klaus Sagaster was
on the forefront in the attempt to rescue the-meanwhile-sole remaining professorship of
Mongolian Studies in the whole of Germany. The fate of Mongolian Studies in Germany has
even drawn the attention of the Mongolian government. At the time of writing this foreword,
it seems that the efforts will bear fruit and the long and distinguished tradition of Mongolian
Studies at Bonn University will be continued. These recent events demonstrate that Klaus
Sagaster, to whom Mongolian and Tibetan Studies owe so much, never was one for the “ivory
tower” (Elfenbeinturm) of science, but always willing to reach out to the wider public. To our
academic teacher we dedicate this felicitation volume and wish our bagsh many happy returns

of the occasion.

Bern, in the summer of 2012 Karénina Kollmar-Paulenz

Beijing, in the summer of 2012 Shen Weirong
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