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Because it is the Creator’s Will

In 1924, the British climber George Mallory, when asked why he endeavored to climb Mount. Everest ( Mt.
Qomolangma), quipped: “Because it is there.”

Now, as | am about to complete the editing and design of my “Himalaya” photo album, | ask myself why |
went all out to publish this work. | would tell myself: “Because it is the will of the Creator.”

In a sense, | too am a climber, a spiritual one scaling the tall mountains and valleys of the Himalaya.
There are no specific assignments, no particular sponsors and no special advantages. | am only driven by my
desire and impulse, which are directed by an intangible, providential force.

Previously | was a conceited and stubborn atheist, but after nearly a decade of photographing in the
Tibetan regions, my original view has changed gradually but completely. Today, | have absolute conviction that
there is an intangible force that governs everyone, every society, every nation, even the whole world and the
entire universe. What we do everyday is a design of this force, which | call “Creator”.

My publishing seven books is a testament to this belief. Today, this book in front of me is yet another proof.

In the days of photographing in the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, whenever | looked at the Himalayan Mountains,
I wondered what the other side is like. | had wanted to see it some day.

On my sixth visit to Tibet in August 2001, many places have become unrecognizable. That day by the
Lhasa River, when the offering of incense was blocked by modern buildings and the chanting of Sanskrit
scripts was masked by karaoke, | could no longer bring myself to press the camera’s shutter. This sacred land
that had once inspired and excited me to take fifteen rolls of film in one morning had become crass and dull. At
that instant | knew my next stop would be south of the Himalaya.

The Himalaya is the so called “third pole of the earth”. It straddles between the south Asian continent and
the southern margin of the Tibetan Plateau. It ranges from Mt. Namche Barwa in southeast Tibet to Mt. Nanga
Parbat in Gilgit, with a total length of 2480 kilometers traversing China, India, Bhutan, Nepal and Pakistan. To
do it justice would require an undertaking beyond the reach of someone like me who was not only unworldly
but also getting on into my sixties. The barriers of national borders, language, and considerable expenses
seemed insurmountable.

Just when | was at a loss, | suddenly received a phone call from Taiwan photographer, Wu Shao-Tong,
telling me about his experience of photographing cranes in Bhutan. At last, | found a key to Bhutan. The
reporter, Guo Yuan, who was interviewing me at the time, also expressed the same interest, so we hit it off
immediately and with his fluency in English, we were able to realize the wish of photographing Bhutan.

However, the breakthrough seemed short-lived, as it was followed by a long Iull when | could do nothing

but to wait and see.



In 2008, just when | was getting discouraged and almost giving up photography, | met Philip Yau from the
United States, who is also passionate about the Himalaya. The Tibetan highlands have brought us together.

In May 2009, | joined Philip in New Delhi to visit the portion of the Himalaya in the Indian state of Jammu
and Kashmir. Finally, the aspiration that first came to me before the ruins of the Guge palace in Ali was
realized.

Since then, without losing momentum, in October 2009, | hiked toward the Everest base camp in the
Sagarmatha National Park in Nepal. This year, 2010, | revisited Nepal, India and Kashmir. All these trips are
more or less arrapged by the resourceful and warmhearted Philip who seems godsend to help me.

When | was in the Sagarmatha National Park, a bizarre thing happened: | began to get high altitude
reaction even at 2800 meters in Lukla, and by the time | climbed up to Namche Bazaar my heart was racing,
my head dizzy énd my blood pressure shot up to 213/113mmHg. And that was only at 3400 meters, which
is simply incomprehensible to someone who was accustomed to roaming around the much higher Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau for nearly two years. | had to adjust my itinerary, going half as slow. And guess what? | was
unexpectedly rewarded with capricious and wondrous mountain scenery... Is it coincidence? Or it is the
arrangement of the Creator!

Grand and strange landscapes, simple and varied folk customs, sacred and solemn religious beliefs,
brilliant art form... The Himalaya has endless subject matter to photograph. What | have displayed is only the
tip of the iceberg, a tiny fraction thereof.

The Himalayan region has given me a great deal of inspiration and a great deal of thoughts, but also
much regrets. What | could least understand are the obstacles created by politics.

I had stood in line in the scorching heat of the visa room of the Indian Embassy in Nepal for three
mornings in vain; | had to idle in my hotel room in Kathmandu because of traffic gridlock caused by political
demonstrations; | was stopped on the way to Lake Pangong because the Indian government forbid Chinese
nationals from entering; and this year the Pakistan government has suspended issuing tourist visa due to
rampant terrorist activities... and so | missed the opportunity to visit the highest peaks of the western end of
the Himalaya. Damn the political obstacles!

Oh Creator, when will the world be at peace and people harmonious so that we can freely roam every
corner of the Himalayan region?

For that | can only sincerely hope and pray! O‘ﬁM

November 20th, 2010. in Shenzhen
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