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The Origin of Chinese Culture
e T AR IR 3

About 5,000 years ago, Huangdi, the Yellow Emperor, according
to legend, ruled part of the Yellow River valley. He and another leader,
Yandi, or the Fier

y Emperor, made
" great contributions
to the progress of
civilization.

~ Huangdi is said to
have invented the
cart, the boat, the
clothes, the script

-and the medicine,

and Yandi is said
to have taught people how to turn the soil with a plow. Today , Chinese
 all over the world regard them as their earliest ancestors, calling them-

selves “Yan-Huang’s descendants. ”
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Many, many
years after them,
Yao, Shun and Yu
led the people one
after another. Yu :
was popular and
prestigious, for
legend has it that

he had tamed the

flooding rivers by
channelling  their
waters into the sea. Upon his death, Yu was succeeded by his son Qi.
Thus the first dyansty in Chinese history was founded. It was called the
Xia. This event marked the change from primitive society ,. where there

was no family, private property, or class distinction, to a class society

based on the family and private ownership.
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Chinese Feudal Culture

REHEXWE

Chinese culture was highly developed in the feudal period. It
played an important part in keeping the country unified, though it had
such a large area and such a huge size of population; in maintaining the
continuity of Chinese history; and in resisting the cultures of those na-
tionalities which at one time or another ruled China. During the period of
: Southern and Northern Dynasties
and the Yuan and Qing, China
i partly or wholly under the
rule of national minorities for a-
@ bout 600 years. " Invariably the
! military conquerors were con-
quered by Chinese culture.
i They learned to rule China in
| the Chinese way and accepted
Chinese culture.  This fact

showed that advanced Chinese

:ulture was more powerful than
military or political forces. i :
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The core of Chinese culture was Confucianism. It was made the state
thought in the Western Han. After that most scholars, officials, and even
emperors, professed to follow it, and some truthfully followed it in their
conduct and work. As Confucianism laid special emphasis on moral prin-
ciples, humane government and education, its influence was mainly posi-
tive. It also stressed the importance of loyalty to the ruler and filial piety
to one’ s parents. These ideas were helpful to the stability of feudal rule.
Confucianism valued ancient traditions, such as the institutions of the
Western Zhou, and gave great respect to ancient sages like Yao, Shun,
Yu, King Wen, King Wu and the Duke of Zhou, taking their rule as the
model for all ages. In other words, it taught people to look backwards.
This may have fostered the conservative tendency of the Chinese people.
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Besides Confucianism there were two other influential philosophies:.
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Taoism and Buddhism. Taoism advocated an escape from social duties,
and the enjoyment of freedom, quietude and peace. This attitude could
do no harm to feudal rule . Buddhism urged people to be passive, to give
up all desires, to do got;d things so that they might havg a better lot in
their next lives. This doctrine could only make its believers obedient and
tolerant , ‘instead of fighting against oppression and exploitation.
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It is clear that Chinese cul-
ture of the feudal period, especial-
ly Confucianism, gave“moral guid-
ance and support to the feudal sys-
tem. It made China one of the most
advanced countries in the world for
nearly 2, 000 years, but it hin-
dered social change or progress
during the last stage of the period.
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These economic, political and cultural factors combined to make the

feudal period last so long in China. There were of course other factors.

One of them was China’s lack of contact with the outside world. There




‘BILINGUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR TEENAGER

was some foreign influence on Chinese culture. Buddhism, for instance,
came from India. But foreign influence never changed the character of

Chinese culture. Chinese sogiety and 2

culture  developed - along their own §
path until the outbreak of the Opium
War in 1840,
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~ Zhou and Fedual Fief System
ASHESHEE

During the 11th century BC,
probably in 1066 BC,the Shang Dy-
nasty was conquered by Zhou,a state
in the Wei River valley in present-day
Shannxi Province. King Wen of Zhou
had made his state strong and planned
the conquest. A few years after his

/ death, his son, King Wu, led an army

in an attack on the Shang capital and
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quickly defeated the Shang troops. King Wu became the first king of the new
Zhou Dynasty. , '
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" When King Wu died, his son was
still too young to rule the country, so
for several years state affairs were di-
rected by King Wu’s younger brother,
the
Duke of Zhou. The political and social

systems of the new dynasty were mainly
designed by these three founders; King
Wen, King Wu and the Duke of Zhou.
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They established a feudal fief system. The whole country was divid-

ed into a number of areas, each.of which was assigned to a member of the

royal family or a noble related by marriage to the rulers, or to the chief of

b
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a small state that had been loyal to the Zhou. Not only land, but the peo-
ple on it, were given to such a man and became his and his descendants
property. This man subdivided his fief into several areas and gave them
to members of his family and their descendants. These in turn gave land
and people to those under them. It is said that altogetfler there were ten
_ classes in this syste;n, each class having to pay tribute and offer military

and other services to the one above.
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These systems and institutions suited the social conditions very well
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and the Zhou enjoyed peace and stability for about 300 years. Then in
771 BC natural calamities, internal struggle in the court and attacks by
border tribes brought Zhou’s rule to the brink of collapse. In the following
year the capital had to be moved from Haojing in fhe west to ‘Luoyi, now
Luoyang, to its east. From then on the dynasty was called the Eastern
Zhou, and the period from 1066 to 771 BC was called the Western Zhou.
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F,EREAELULOEEENRL, AMRRIRE R &, KE,H
KA P T ) S ST B AR T A B (59 ) o B, AT
AT 1066 4R35 /A TCHT 771 4F 44 R SRBERR A 76 8, XEAR 2 J5 ) Pl s
MM

The history of the Eastern
Zhou was divided into two peri-
ods. The first 300 years, 770 -
476 BC, was called the Spring
and Autumn Period, because all
the iniportant events of this period
were recorded in a historical work
calléd The Spring and Autumn
Annals. The period from 475 to
221 BC was called the Warring

States Period, because there were

continual wars among the states.

The dynasty was finally brought to w =
an end in 256 BC, and 35 years

later, in 221 BC, China was unified by the Qin Dynasty.
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The Southern Dynasties & the Northern Dynasties

Falt %A

Towards the end of the Eastern Han dynasty, the rulers were either
weak or corrupt. There was
continuous power struggle in
the court, and the common
people were badly oppressed
and exploited. What had hap-
pened at the end of the Qin and
the Westem‘ Han happened a-
gain; peasants rose in revolt in
many parts of the country .
One peasant army led by Zhang

Jiao was active in North China.

As a mark each fighter of the
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army wound a yellow turban around his head, and this gave the army a

" name: the Yellow Tufbané.
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The Han rulers had to rely on local armies in fighting against the

peasanis. After many years of war, the
Yellow Turbans were suppressed, and
three of the local army leaders divided
the country among them: Cao Cao in the :
north, Sun Quan in the southeast, and
Liu Bei in the southwest. The kingdoms

they founded were called Wei, Wu and

. Shu respectively. These three kingdoms

lasted about 60 years before China was a-
gain unified by the Jin in 280. Sima
Yan, the most powerful minister of the

Wei government, had usurped the throne




