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Introduction

1. What is Linguistics?

1.1 Definition of Linguistics

* Relevant Language Use Observations and Questions to Ponder Over

1) What do you think linguistics is about?
2) Discuss with your partner how we can study language in a
scientific way?

3) In your opinion, what’s the goal of a linguist?
e Summaries to Make and Linguistic Viewpoints to Learn

Linguistics is the scientific study of language. The word “language”
with no article implies that linguistics studies languages in general, not
any particular language. The word “study” means “investigate” or

“examine” instead of “learn”.

Linguistics endeavors to answer the
questions of what language is and how it is represented in the mind.

A scientific study of language is based on the systematic
investigation of data, conducted with reference to some general theories
of language structure. Linguists focus on describing and explaining

language and are not concerned with the prescriptive rules of the
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language. Linguists are not required to know many languages and
linguists are not interpreters. The underlying goal of the linguist is to try
to discover the universals concerning language, that is, the common
elements of all languages. The linguist then tries to place these elements
in a theoretical framework that will describe all languages and also
predict what can not occur in a language.

The scientific processes of linguistic study are:

(D Certain linguistic facts are observed, and generalizations are formed;

@ Hypotheses are formulated;

® Hypotheses are tested by further observations;

@ A linguistic theory is constructed.

 Definition to Clarify

Linguistics: Linguistics is the scientific study of language.

B T o L L L L L L Lo L L L

1.2 Main Branches of Linguistics

» Relevant Language Use Observations and Questions to Ponder Over

1) In the previous section, we have learnt that linguistics is the
scientific study of language. Learning linguistics means that we
will learn about many aspects of human language. List some of the
aspects you know which could be included in the study of linguistics.
2) As language is a social phenomenon, linguistics must have close links with
other branches of social studies. Discuss with your partners and try to list

some of the social sciences which may be related to the study of language.
» Summaries to Make and Linguistic Viewpoints to Learn

Learning linguistics means learning about many aspects of human
language, including the physical properties and structures of sounds,
words and sentences. It can involve looking at how languages change
over time; how they vary with different social factors, such as age, sex,

class, educational background and our birth place; how people use
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language in context to effect successful communication; or how people

acquire or learn language.
 Definitions to Clarify

Phonetics is the scientific study of speech sounds, e. g. of how they are
made (articulatory phonetics), transmitted (acoustic phonetics) and
received (auditory phonetics). Phonetics has broad applications in a
number of areas, including speech recognition, speech synthesis,
forensic linguistics, speech therapy and language instruction.

Phonology analyses how sounds are organized in a language (phonological
structure) and attempts to discover the principles that govern sound
systems in languages in general.

Morphology examines the structure or form of words, and how they are
constructed of smaller units (called “morphemes”) which have meaning
(for example, singer is composed of sing+er).

Syntax investigates how words (and grammatical elements) are combined
to form sentences, what speakers know about the grammatical structure
of their language, how sentences are interrelated and what are the
general grammatical and cognitive principles which explain these
arrangements, relationships and knowledge.

Semantics is the study of the abstract or inherent meaning in isolation,
not in context.

Pragmatics is concerned with how the meaning of linguistic acts depends
on the context in which they are performed. It looks at language from the
points of view of the users, the choices they make and constraints on
those choices in social interaction. (For example, pragmatics studies
what can make the sentence “Can you open the door?” count as a
question in one situation and as a request for action in another. )
Sociolinguistics probes into the relationship between language and
society. This involves variation in language use which correlates with
such things as the age, gender, social class, ethnicity and general social
attributes of speakers and hearers. Sociolinguists also deal with attitudes
towards language, social aspects of language change and linguistic
aspects of social issues.

Applied linguistics is the application of linguistic methods and findings to
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a number of areas. It is especially associated with language teaching
methodology and second-language acquisition, but also involves language
and the law, language and classroom education, child development,
language and reading, speech therapy, language and public policy,
translation, advertising and the like.

Historical linguistics studies how and why languages change.

Discourse analysis examines how language is structured beyond the
sentence and thus involves topic and comment, narrative structure,
cohesiveness, written vs. spoken language, and conversational analysis.
Psycholinguistics investigates the interrelationship between language and
human cognition (the role of language as it affects memory, perception,
and learning) and the effects of psychological constraints on language (on
its use, production and comprehension). The best known area of
psycholinguistics is the study of child language acquisition, how children
acquire their native language.

Anthropological linguistics deals with the relationship between language
and culture; also it involves the study of little-known languages in their
cultural settings.

Computational linguistics or mathematical linguistics is the branch of
linguistics which looks at languages essentially as formal systems, and
applies computational techniques and concepts to understanding issues
such as automatic machine translation and parsing. The goal of research
in these areas is to uncover the logical and mathematical structures that

underlie linguistic systems.

L Lo L L L R L L L L L L L L oL L L e

1.3 Why Study Languasge?

* Relevant Language Use Observations and Questions to Ponder Over

1) What good is the scientific study of language? Why does anyone
do it? Why should you care about it? These are the sorts of

questions you have a right to ask about any university course.
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Discuss with your partner the possible reasons why we should study
language.

2) Language is a part of everyone’s life, but it is more central to some
people than to others. Can you cite some examples to show that language

is more important to some people than to others?
» Summaries to Make and Linguistic Viewpoints to Learn

A second-language teacher needs to be able to focus on problem
areas, for example, by giving lots of practice or by
simplifying other aspects of the language being
learned. It is difficult, if not impossible, both to

understand the source of the problem and to come up
with ways of addressing it without understanding the nature of the
material being learned, that is, what linguists and other language
scientists study.

As a native language speaker, you will also face evaluations of your
language by other people—teachers, colleagues, supervisors, even
family and friends—throughout your life. You will get better at using
language to accomplish your goals if you understand what sort of problem
is involved (if there really is a problem). This is where linguistics can
help.

You might work as a speech therapist, dealing with people with
speech disabilities of one kind or another. Here the relevance of the
scientific study of language is obvious. You first need to know what the
norms of a language are before you can hope to address the ways in which
your clients or patients deviate from these norms.

LLanguage is such an important part of our lives that learning about
the languages of other people, including how those languages differ from
ours, is in a very real sense learning about those people. As with any
other aspect of culture, lack of knowledge can lead to intolerance.
Looking more closely at languages, in particular at languages that might
seem exotic to us, can make us more tolerant.

LLanguage is what we use to influence the beliefs of one another.
This happens in arguments, in advertising, in education, in politics, etc.

Obviously an educated person needs to be able to sort out the nonsense,
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to see how bias and ideology are behind what is being claimed, to be a
critical reader and listener, and to make informed decisions. All these are
impossible without understanding the role that language plays in
knowledge, belief and persuasion.

Linguistics provides students with valuable
training for many different kinds of opportunities.

Linguistics knowledge is required in the work on

speech recognition, search engines, and artificial
intelligence; those with a background in linguistics may teach at the
university level or work in education, developing curricula and materials,
teaching students, training teachers, and designing tests and other
methods of assessment, etc. They may work as a translator or
interpreter. They may work with dictionaries as knowledge of
phonology, morphology, historical linguistics, dialectology, and

sociolinguistics is key to becoming a lexicographer, to name just a few.

L T L L L L T L L L L L I L L L L L S S

2. What is Language?

2.1 Definition of Language

* Relevant Language Use Observations and Questions to Ponder Over

1) Look at the following definitions of language, do you agree?
(D The expression of ideas by writing, or any other instrumentality;
@ The forms of speech, or the methods of expressing ideas,
peculiar to a particular nation;
® The characteristic mode of arranging words, peculiar to an individual
speaker or writer; manner of expression; style;
@ Any means of conveying or communicating ideas; specifically, human
speech; the expression of ideas by the voice; sounds, expression of

thought, articulated by the organs of the throat and mouth;



