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The Rich Fruits Of The Art Of Engraving

——Wang Qi

All the prints collected in this portfolio embody the tremendous achievements of the newly-rising print in our country in the recent decade of reform and open policy.
Under the guidance of the Party’s literary and artistic policies, most engravers have closely associated themselves with the people in their lives and triumphantly advance
along the socialist road. Scrupulously abiding the instruction of Lu Xun, they learn from the fine domestic tradition and the foreign experience in the field of art.They neither
are complacent and conservative nor do they learn blindly, they go their own way. | hold that this is the most difficult attainments, hence worthy of esteem,and this is why
the art of engraving can keep on developing healthily without noticeable diversion or decline.

In this portfolio, works from yunnan, Heilongjiang, Sichuan, Jiangsu,Anhui, Zhejiang, Jiangxi provinces and Tianjin City are especially outstanding because of their differ-
ent characteristics. A host of brilliant-talented new engravers have been trained and brought up in those areas and most of them are medal-winners or participants of va-
rious print or painting exhibitions at home and broad. Prints from these areas are conspicuous for their different subjects and contents, various styles, rich local colours

and artistic forms of expression.

Since 1950 s, Sichuan black-white woodcut prints have been famous for their realistic and classic means of expression. Their subjects range over a wide field, from
the past revolutionary history to the present social life and the natural scenery. Much attention has been given to the plots and portrayal of characters in the general ap-
pearance of a picture. A fair number of prints of this kind have already been selected into different albums. With the engravers’ subjective efforts and some changes in
artistic conception, there has been a breakthrough in Sichuan print in recent years. There has not only been a shift from black-white to coloured printing, but the means of
expression , from the realistic portrayal to exaggeration and deformation, even the abstract treatment. All these illustrate that things will take on a new aspect in Sichuan
print in the near future.

Most engravers of Heilongjiang province are from the Great Northern Wilderness in northeast China. The creation of the veteran engravers still plays an important

role today.In the recent years the rise of the young engravers has not only expanded the creative force in this region, but brought apparent changes in this field. The pic-
ture of vigorous mass production and brilliant colour printing have gradually made way for the passion for the northern scenery and the sweet expression of their feelings

and affections. All these prints are completed with the technique of woodcut of watercolour block printing,so they are quite exquisite, tasteful and charming.What is praise-
worthy is that the engravers have already developed from the only school of the Great Northern Wilderness into several new schools such as those of Acheng.Daqing and
Daxinganling, each has its own representative engravers, originality and strong points, and each shines more brilliantly inthe other's company. Their artistic styles differ. The
prints by the engravers of Daxinganling school depict the forestery construction and the life of the forestery workers. They still retain many features of the school of the
Great Northern Wilderness. The prints by the engravers of Daqing mainly center on the industrial subjects. The engravers have broadened their aesthetic fields of vision
out of the modern industrial technique, applied simplicity and abstract plastic means to the compositions of their pictures, presented striking contrasts in primary colours.
Together with the dynamics and intensity of the industrial subject itself, the prints of Daqing have brought people a brand-new visual effect and endless pleasure and have
enhanced the art of prints on industrial subjects to a new height.

Engravers of Tanggu, Hangu and the Dagang Oil Field have also made encouraging progress in print on industrial subjects in recent years. They are the main force
winning honours for the Tianjing area. Engravers of the North China Oil Field in Hebei province, the First Metallurgical Construction Company in Hubei province and Xinyu
Steel Works in Jiangsi province have all produced many prints on industrial subjects and these places have already become the bases of industrial prints. Most of the en-
gravers in these places are amateurs. The ranks of these engravers are growing and ripening steadily. This is another remarkable characteristic in development of prints
in recent years.

Prints of Jiangsu province were very famous for their vivid expression of the beautiful scenery south of Changjiang River in watercolour block printing. With more than
twenty years’ practice and efforts, absorbing and digesting the foreign skills in water colour block printing on the basis of its own tradition, the engravers here have cond-
ucted new research and obtained new achievements. The watercolour printing woodcut of Jiangsu province with Nanjing and Suzhouasits two bases have made substan-
tial progress and have formed an original style of their own. A veteran engraver praised them highly:“These prints are just like spring orchids, although they are not so
brightly-coloured, yet quite elegant, not so exotic, yet quite national in style. They have all the strong points of ink and wash, epigraph and woodcut, the characteristics of
the freehand brush work in the tradit onal Chinese painting and the engraving art.They are of fresh and lively style and sweet charm.



In the history of Chinese print, the most glorious chapter was written by the engravers in Huizhou style in the reign of Wanli of Ming Dynasty. The engravers of
Anhui today are exerting themselves to carry forward the fine traditions of their forefathers and create a brand-new print school in Huizhou style. Anhui prints have
absorbed the characteristics of the traditional Chinese ink and wash, landscape painting in composition, plastic and brushwork. The prints consist mainly of lines and
dots, making the chiaroscuro of the western painting and the soft harmonious tones subsidiary. And many chromatographic skills have been used, oilcolour and
watercolour being used at the same time. There are few blocks of black-white and intaglios in Anhui prints. They have least been influenced by the modern western
art in form and style. The buildings in various ancient styles are their favourite subjects. The quietness, peace and the burning passion for their hometown are vividly
and beautifully expressed. They are trying to break a new path.

The major bases of Jiangsi prints are Yichun and Shangao cities. There are ranks of strong creative force in these areas. They have taken in various strong points
of different schools and formed the style of thair own. They have achieved a lot, especially in the blow-extrusion. As for the black-white woodcut, some engravers have
also achieved remarkable success.

There are many prints from Yunnan province in this album,mostof them are prize-winning works.The engravers of Yunnan province have always been among the best
of the successfulcandidates since the Sixth National Print Exhibition. A special exhibition entitled “ Beauty, Riches And Miracle ” was once held by them. Engravers, who
are living on this wonderful land of the frontier in the southwest part of our beloved motherland, have their inspirations from the life of the local people at one hand, and ab-
sorb nourishment from the traditional and national folk art at the other. They have gained a good deal of enlightenment from the rocky carvings of the remote ages, the am
cient bronze wares, the mural paintings in temples,the folk papercuts and the brightly-coloured national costumes and ornaments. The unique features of Yunnan prints are
formed out of the wonderful combination of the fine traditions and the beneficial factors of the western art. It is both national and modern, full of local colours and With in-
dividual style. Its means of expression are also varied. Some are descriptive, some decorative, some concrete and some abstract It is exaggerated but not absurd in figure
—shaping, rich but not vulgar in colours, substantial but not miscellaneous in composition and imaginative but not mysterious. So it is not accidential for the Yunnan engrav
—ers to come out first in number in winning the gold, silver and copper medals for prints at the Seventh National Art Exhibition.

Guizhou province is bounded by Yunnan. She has produced a number of engravers with original qualities and artistic styles of their own although the ranks there are
not so strong. Their prints have some characteristics in common, i. e. with rich local flavour, somewhat naive artistically, succinct but decorative in composition, exaggerat-
ed in plasticity but solemn and dignified, with striking contrast in colours, bold and unconstrained in carving, all these bringing the dynamics and intensity into full play.Gui-
zhou prints usually have a powerful impact on people’s hearts because of the stress laid on the expression of engravers’ subjective consciousness and unchecked emo-
tions. Of course, this tendency will easily lead to simplism and crudeness if the engraver is not mature. This merits attention.

Substantial progress has been made in print in the minority areas, especially the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.Many of their prints sing the praises of the herds-
men’s enthusiasm in the socialist construction of our motherland and the local conditions and customs. The blue sky, the golden yurts, the green plain, and flocks of sheep
and cattle form many magnificient picturesque scrolls, giving appreciators much lingering charm and great inspiration. This is a wonderful combination of the lively life
thythm and the artists’ aesthetic field of vision. The center of the Inner Mongolian prints is Zhelimu League. There are a number of professional and amateur engravers.
Their prints have enjoyed a high reputation since the 60 s. A fair number of new engravers and prints have already emerged in recent years.

There are many old, mid-aged and young engravers in Zhejiang, Guangdong provinces and Beijing, but most of them work independently. Their creation has not reach-
ed high tide or climax because the majority of them in these areas are regularly-trained professional engraversThey have shown great skills and solid techniques in their
works,but compared with the works of amateur engravers who live at the grass levels for a long time, theirs show signs here and. there of lack of life flavour and restraint
and stylization, only a few of them are bold enough to have created some original works.

Generally speaking, the recent decade is prosperous, successful and fruitful years of creation in Chinese prints. The rich harvests come out of the artistic practice.
lts keynote and form are socialist, the styles are various. We owe all these to the implementation of the policies, i, e, the literary and artistic works must serve the people
and socialist construction, and let a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend (These are policies set forth by Chairman Mao for promoting the
progress of the arts and the development of a flourishing socialist culture. ) although what we have achieved falls far short of what the broad masses expect of us, what
the great age entrusts to us.There are few inspiring prints which can express the spirit of our age. There is much room to be desired in the artistic skill and engraving
technique. The publication of this album will help us review the past, evaluate the present and look forward to the future. Under the guidance of the Party’s literary and ar-
tistic policy and on the basis of what we have achieved, let us sum up our experience, overcome our shortcomings and exert every effort to develop China’s prints with

socialist characteristics.
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Ding Lisong

He was born in Nantong, Jiangsu Province
in 1938. He is the vice president of the Qidong
Print Academy, member of the Chinese Artists’
Association, the Chinese Printers’ Association,
the Standing Council of the Jiangsu Printers’
Association.
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Ding Huiming

He was born in Tongling City, Anhui
Province in 1962. He studied in the Chuzhou
Secondary Normal School in 1981. He studied
for a further improvement in the Print Depart-
ment of the Central Art Institute in 1988. He
works in - the TradeUnion of the Head hospital
of the Tongling Company of the General Comp
any of the Chinese Nonferrous Metal Industry
He is a member of the Chinese Printers’ Associa
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Wang Qi

He was born in Chongging, Sichuan Province
in 1918. He graduated from the Shanghai Art
Secondary School in 1937. He studied in the Art
Dept. of Luxun Art Institute in yan'an in 1938. He
Is a professor of the Central Art Institute, the
Party secretary of the leading Party group and
vice chairman of the Chinese Artists' Association,
the secretary - general and vice chairman of the
Chinese Printers’ Association, editor - in -chief
of the magazines of ¢The Fine Artsy and¢{Printy.



\

i \\\\\\:\"\‘\‘\

i \J"H\ e
\) J w‘l‘

L e

4 BDENETE BEAZL) 72 x65Ccm

A Comrade's Funeral black—white woodcut

Wang Zhengjun
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Art Institute in 1963, he entered the Print Dept

RIEBISH T IBDB. R of the institute. He now teaches in the Zhenhai

g 3 'iﬁ:‘ ‘I’IFEW\’ : Middle School, and he is the vice president of
the Zhenhai Calligraphy And Painting Academy




D - ¥

7] LR W

% \\f\‘}\\\li/,'i‘h’ =
= . ‘ F \'s N

et

—

T

5 BB BEARA 110 x88c m
The Second of the Series of the Fervour From the Frontier black - white woodcut
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Wang Jinxu

He was born in Xunxian County, Henan
Province in 1939, graduated from the Print
Department of the Xi'an Art institute in1963.
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the Political Department of the Air Force of
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Chinese Artists’ Association, the Chinese Book—
label Collection Association and a member of
the Council of the Chinese Printers’ Association.



