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Atlas of Cities of China is the first large-scale comprehensive city atlas pub-
lished in China.

The founding of the new China ushered in a new era of Chinese urban con-
struction and development. Especially since the Third Plenary Session of the
Eleventh National Congress of the CPC,marked progress has been achieved in ur-
ban construction and great changes have taken placer in Chinese cities. In order to
give a vivid demonstration of the past, the present and the future of Chinese cities
as well as the outstanding achievements of the country’s socialist construction, the
Construction Ministry decided to compile and publish A¢las of Cities of China, and
for this purpose, to form an editorial committee consisting of the leaders of the
Ministry and the departments of construction in each province, autonomous region
and each municipality directly under the Central Government. Under the leader-
ship of the editorial committee, the editorial office was responsible for the compila-
tion of the atlas.

The atlas includes information dated from the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China in 1949 to 1989 concerning 450 Chinese cities (not including Tai-
wan, Hongkong and Macau for the time being), reflecting in every respect the
cities’ natural environment and human geographical features, describing their his-
tory and present conditions of urban development, presenting their overall city
plans, and demonstrating their features and outlooks with bird’s-eye view pho-
tographs. It not only provides solid fundamental materials for city planning, con-
struction and administration, but also offers comprehensive information of cities to
the various departments of the government and people of all walks of life. In addi-
tion, it may serve as a reference for educational and research departments. In a
word, the atlas is of great practical as well as scientific value.

The birth of Atlas of Cities of China is a crystallization of the collective wis-
dom of the workers of city planning and mapping all over China. Special thank is
owed to the members of the editorial office for their painstaking work. We also
wish to extend our deepest gratitude to those who have made their contributions to

the compilation of the atlas.

Zhou Ganshi Chu Chuanheng
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