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FOREWORD

The scenic Zhongnanhai (which is named after Zhonghai and Nanhai lakes)in cen-
tral Beijing is the residence of the Chinese Party and State leaders where a sincere
friendship was formed between the leaders and the artists.

Out of their love and respect . masters and talents from the circle of calligraphy and
painting presented their fine work to Mao Zedong .Zhou Enlai and other leaders. There-
fore.a good number of contemporary handwritings and paintings have been collected in
Zhongnanhai.

There are outstanding pieces created by world-famous master calligraphists and
painters as well as huge compositions jointly done by remarkable artists to bequeath to
posterity. The sweeping strokes and imposing manner are rarely seen indeed. These
works are of both artistic and historic value. :

The contemporary masters of traditional Chinese painting stand out with their u-
nique styles of spaciousness and wilderness .moodiness and stateliness . masculiness and
rawness,and fanciness and elusiveness. Different genres can be found here calling for
attention.

Works by young and middle-aged artists show traditional technique as well as mod-
ern trend that features exaggeration and transformation. rich colour and uncertainty.
A number of talented. well-trained and capable new men enter the arena of painting.
which prospects the appearance of a splended high tide in Chinese calligraphy and paint-
ing.

We are pleased to sort out the paintings in the collection of Zhongnanhai and com-
pile them into the Paintings from Zhongnanhai’s Collection series to be published in sep-
arated volumes for domestic and overseas connoisseurs. collectors and amateur cal-
ligraphists and painters. It’s our sincere hope to meet friends through handwritings and
paintings and join hands with them to make appropriate contribution to promoting
world-wide cultural exchange and developing Chinese artistic tradition.
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