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Foreword

Record Growth with Camera

For many families, the first camera or camcorder was bought with the arrival of a new baby, to capture the kid's growing moments with
parental love. Xinhua journalists took pictures for the Children's Stories in Images to keep track of the children in the world growing in
specific eras.

November 20th, 2009 was the 55th anniversary of the United Nations resolution to institute the Universal Children's Day. The day also
marked the 50th anniversary of the day on which the Declaration of the Rights of the Children was adopted, and the 20th anniversary of
the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child at the UN General Assembly. To celebrate this day, Xinhua partnered with the
UNICEF on the Global News Day for Children, seeking to arouse international concern about the children, raise public awareness of the
rights of the children, and promote their better growth.

For this undertaking, Xinhua journalists around the world took the pictures of children from different countries, races and family
backgrounds for the Children's Stories in Images. This album, with some 100 selected stories of children, is meant to present a
comprehensive view of the current living condition for children in the world.

The theme of children is the theme of growing. Every child, no matter living in affluence or in poverty, in peace or in war, in good
health or with handicap, is struggling to grow up. The growth journey grants all men their share of ups and downs, gratifications and
frustrations, affections and desolations. Everyone is born to dance with the destiny——not to game, but to dance with a destined partner.
The partner may be your beloved ballet, basketball or bandoneon, or it may be a body disabled or a broken home as well. Our children,
nonetheless, are all principal dancers with happiness and fortitude.

Children are growing with the mission to inherit. Children who are learning traditional art or skills are like legends, mirroring the rich
deposit of the human civilization.

The children's growth is also an epitome of the ever-evolving human society. Stories of the environmentalist boy, the seven-year-old
boy's "hows and whys", and the colorful childhood fantasy will grant people ample reason to believe in a future world full of hope.

The collection of the children's stories in images reveals their world towards the end of the year 2009. When people look back someday
in the future, they will find these images reminiscent of the scenes of the past.
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Gecord Growth with Camera

Be Brave

Chen Xiran from China: "Melon Boy" and his summer camp
Emaan from Egypt: life on the Nile

Maria Luisa from Brazil: the samba girl in a slum

George Vassal from France: the brother in a big family

Iris from Finland: a girl of ideas

Romello from Canada: a cool boy

Claudia from Spain: a happy girl in bandage

Melanie Kuetgens from Belgium: happy life in Waterloo

Sarah Bertrand from the United States: embrace the world

He Minxian from China: childhood of a "kid of Shaolin"
Anika Ibnat from Bangladesh: a happy girl with dreams

Enzo Perino from Argentina: | live to tango

Liu Chenyan from China: little amateur performer of Peking Opera

Chatploy Boonsawat from Thailand: a littler boxer
Dinesh from Sri Lanka: a true lifesavor
Yasimine from Tunisia: a lover of Chinese dancing

Sanlong from China: a little cute Afghan boy

Abdullah from the United Arab Emirates: the little China expert
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Let Childhood Dreams Grow

Zhang Zheng'en from China: a seven-year-old boy's " hows and whys "
Jordan Hartman from Australia: boy environmentalist

Yaritzel Caisamo from Panama: the dreams of an aboriginal Indian girl
Softcho Kute Varbanov from Bulgaria: the Gipsy trumpet player

Dobrynin Denis from Russia: growing up in Moscow

Leonardo from Costa Rica: the boy on waves

Kychinebatyrov Elnur Nurlanbekovich from Kyrgyzstan: the little champion
Frank Joel from Cameroon: the young footballer

Iris Alvarez from Mexico: the diver at the cliff

Benjamin Gledura from Hungary: a chess genius

Richard from Zambia: the happy basketballer

Let The World Be Filled With Sunshine

Song Xinyi from China: earthquake orphan's grateful smile
Alessandra Villar Avila from Cuba: too young to know about hardships of life
Roland Mchedlidze from Georgia: "Don't let me hear gunshots again"

Sahar Karmo from Lebanon: | want an ID card

Tenzin Jamyang from China: new life at the Orphanage School for Ethnic Minorities in Lijiang

Elena from Ukraine: a happy girl at the orphanage

Osher Twito from Israel: football dream shattered by rockets

Denis Opaka from Uganda: the hardships of a 14-year-old family caretaker
Salmaan from India: young "slumdog"

Nurul from Indonesia: childhood in a Jakarta slum

Mona Khader from Palestine: a shattered childhood
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Chen Xiran from China: "Melon
Boy" and his summer camp

Chen Xiran, a seven-year-oid plump boy from
Changde City of central China's Hunan Province,
earns his nickname "Melon Boy" because of his
water-melon-skin hair style and his fatness. Chen
joined in a special ten-day summer camp in August,
2009, aiming to reduce weight together with 50
other overweight children through trainings. As the
youngest child, Chen Xiran stretches his limits by
cutting through obstacles, crawling forward, walking
on the balance beam... "Melon Boy" loses only 1
kilogram after ten days' trainings, while some others
lose six or seven kilograms. However, he receives a
prize of "Star of Growth" from the drillmaster. Chen
parts with tears lingering in his eys when the ten-day
summer camp came to an end. He has realized the
harms overweight made to health and has decided to
keep fit and be a healthy "Melon Boy". (Xinhua/Li Ga)
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