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Unit One

Text

A BRUSH WITH THE LAW

I have only once been in trouble with t?g law. The whole process
of being arrested and taken to court was a rather unpleasant experi-
ence at the time, but it makes a good story now. What makes it ra-
ther disturbing was the ar 1trary c1rcumstances both of my ar st

AURR . Jﬁfu’iﬁé}_ﬁ‘?m
and my subsequent te 1
It happened in February about twelve'%@ét agg left

school a couple of months before that and was not du to go to

university until the fo}low‘f Octo ger I was still living at home
N

PRI ANT ENKE:

One morning I was in Richmond, a suburb of London near whe I

at the time.

lived. I was looking for a temporary job so that I could save up

o Rl
some money to go travellj . As it was a fine day and I was in no
hurry, I was takingmt%%z@w}ooking in shop windows, strolling in
the park, and sometimes just stopping and looking around me. It
must have been this obvious aimlessness which led to myﬁgezg£25;¢

It was about half past eleven when it happened. I was just

walking out of the local library, having unsuccesséally_EQQQEi
employment there, when i saw a man walking across the road with the

obvious intention of talking to me. I thought he was going to ask

me the time. Instead, he said he was a police officer and he was

arresting me. At first I thought it was so ind of joke. But then
another policeman appeared, this time 1n uniform, and I was left in
_—

'But what for?' I asked.

'Wandering with intent to1§§5§i§ an arrestable offence,' he
said.

'What offence?' I asked.

'Theft,' he said.

'Theft of what?' I asked.

'Milk bottles,' he said, and with a perfectly straight face too!



'Oh,' I said
iﬁ(urned outVthere had been a lot of petty thefts in the afea}
cu arl@ that of stealing milk bottles from doorsteps.

Then I made my big mistake..é the time I was nineteen, had

parti

long untidy hair, and regarded myself as part of the sixties'
'youth counterculture'. éénéw§952lf: I wanted to appear cool and
unconcerned with the incident, so I said, 'How long have you been
following me?' in the most ca "%nd convegﬁgilﬁnal tone I could
manage.‘b thus appeared to them to be quite familiar with this sort
of situatioq) and it confirmed them in their belief that I was a
thoroughly disreputable character.

A few minutes later a police car arrived.

'Get in the back,' they said. 'Put your hands on the back of
the front seat and don't move them.'

They got in on either side of me. It wasn't funny any more.

At the police station they questioned me for several hours. I
continued to try to look worldly and au fait with the situation.
When they asked me what I had been doing I told them I'd been
looking for a job. 'Aha,' I 1d see them thinking, 'unemployed'.

Eventually, I was officiéliy charged and told to report to
Richmond Magistrates' Court the following Monday. Then they let
me go.

I wanted to conduct my own defence in court, but as soon as my
father found out what had happened, he ’f‘%ﬁ’% good solicitor.

a

We went along that Monday armed with 1tngsses, in-
e —— v '.}}'

cluding my English teacher from school as a character withess. But

'

he was never called on to give evidence. My 'trial' didn't get that

far. The magistrate dismissed the SPS after fifteen minutes. I was

) )

free. The poor police had never stoo% lg%ancﬁ. The solicitor even
e —— .

succeeded in getting costs awarded against the police.

And so I do not have a criminal record. But what was“most

shocking at the t1me{wa§ the té%ngsgﬁy release from the charge so
clearly depended on> I had respectable middle-

AR B0 TR TR ;g’r——
class parents in court, relila e w1ta ses, and I could obviously



' ; WE f& .
afford a v% gooé?/ié{;olléfl‘t(or. ﬁleenw::L:g obscu nature of_the
charge, I feel sure thaé gﬁg come froﬁaﬁwdlghé ent background
and had rea ﬁiﬁ% L&oyﬁ%ﬁ@%very chance that I would

have been found gui%; . While asking for costs to be awarded, my

solicitor's case quite obviously ifzglxgg_gggund.the fact that I
"had a 'brilliant académic record’ record’.

Meanwhlle, just outsi the courtroom, one of the policemen who
had arrested me was complalnlng to my mother that another

youngstegﬁ J\%% tur Wg& golice. 'You could have been

a bit more helpful when we arreste you,' he said to me reproach-

fully.

What did he mean? Presumably that I should have looked outraged
and said something like, 'Look here, do you know who you're talking
to? I am a highly successful student with a brilliant academic re-
cord. How dare you arrest me!' Then they, presumably, would have

apologized, perhaps even taken heir caps, and let me on my way.
\/\/\/\-
;,“—"—%%n tprep VR ey

New Words

s
brush n. b@i&%’ fight or encou%,’

process [ 'prauses] n. course; method, esp. one used in
manufacture

court [kdo:t] n.

arbitrary ['@:bitrdri] a. based on one's own opinion only, not

on reason

circumstance ['s2:kdmstdns] n. (usu. pl.) <conditions, facts, etc.
connected with an event or person

subsequent ['sAbsikwdnt] a. following; later

due [dju:] a. expected; supposed (to)
tempbrary ['tempargri] a. lasting only for a limited time
stroll [straul] - vi. walk at leisure #L¥%, Hi#
obvious ['Obvjes] a. easily seen or understood; clear
downfall n. ruin

employment [im'pldimdnt] n. one's regular work or occupation; job
commit vt. do (sth. wrong, bad, or unlawful)
arrestable [@'rest?bl] a. deserving to be arrested

3



offence [e'frns] n. crime; the hurting of feelings;
something unpleasant

straight face n. a face or expression that shows no
emotion, humor, or thought

petty ['peti] a. <cmall; unimportant

doorstep n. step up to an outer door

regard [ri'ga:d; vt. consider

counterculture [ ‘'kaunt2 kAlt}a] n. a culture, esp. of the young

who oppose the traditional standards
and customs of their society

unconcerned a. not worried; untroubled

casual ['ka23jual} a. careless; informal

conversational ['kznva'seijénl] a. of or commonly used in talking
confirm [kan'{2:m] vt. make certain; support

belief [bi"1li:f] n. something believed; trust
disreputable [dis‘repjutdbl] a. having or showing a bad character;

having a bad name

worldly a. experienced in the ways of society
au fait [,@u'fei] a. (F) familiar
charge vt. bring a charge against; accuse

magistrate ['m=dzistreit] n. civil officer acting as a judge in
s
the lowest courts

conduct [ken'dakt | vt. direct the course of; manage

defence [di'fens] n. the act of defending in court the
person who has been charged

solicitor ([sa'lizita] n. (esp. in Britain) lawyer who advises
clients on legal matters and speaks
on their behalf in lower courts

arm (with) vt supply with what 1s needed to defend o1
attack sth. or sh.

witness ['witnis] n. a person who gives evidence 1n a cou:rt
of law; sth. se;ving as evidence o: procf

trial ['trai13i] n the act or fact »f examining and deciding
a civil or criminal case by a law court

dismiss [dis'mis] wvt. (of a judge) stop (a court case)

case n. a matter for a law court to decide;
lawsuit; the facts, arguments, etc.

4 4



cost

award

record

accent

respectable [ris'pektabl]

reliable

given

obscure

guilty

revolve

brilliant

courtroom
gloomily

complain

reproachfully [ri'prau;ffuli]

[2'wD:d]

['rekd):d]

['2ksant]

[ri'lai@2bl]

[2b'skju?]
['9ilti]

[ri'vOolv]

["briljant]

['glu:mili]

[kem'plein]

vt.

=}

=}

n.

ad.

presumably [pri'zju:mdbli]

outrage

apologize

a couple of

save up

['autreid}]

vt.

[a'paladjaiz] vt.

used on one side in a law court +§i4,

(pl.) the cost of having a matter set-
tled in a law court, esp. that paid to
the winning party by the lost party

give by a decision in a court of law;
give or grant by official decision

a written statement of facts, events,
etc.; facts known about a person's
past behaviour

way of speaking typical of the natives
or residents of a region, or of any
other group

deserving respect
that may be relied or depended upon

if taken into account; if allowed or
provided with

not clearly seen or understood

having broken a law; showing or feel-
ing that one has done wrong

(cause to) go round in a circle

causing great admiration or satisfac-
tion; splendid

a room where a law court is held
depressedly, dejectedly

speak in an unhappy, annoyed, dis-
satisfied way

ad.
ad. probably

arouse anger or resentment by injury
or insult

say one is sorry

Phrases & Expressions

(informal) a small number; a few,
usually two

keep for future use; put money away
in the form of savings

5



take one's time do sth. in a leisurely manner; not

hurry
turn out prove to be
call on ask (sb.) to do sth.
stand a chance have an opportunity; be likely to do
or get sth.
revolve around - have as a center or main subject
turn against (cause to) oppose, be hostile to

Proper Names

Richmond [ 'rit[ mond])

Richmond Magistrates' Court

Notes

This text is taken from Penguin Advanced Writing Skillé compiled

by James O'Driscoll.

stealing milk bottles from doorsteps:

In Britain, milk is delivered to houses in bottles every morning.
a character witness:

a person who gives evidence in a court of law about another
person's reputation, conduct and moral qualities

getting costs awarded against the police:

having the police cover the legal expenses connected with the
case

Presumably that I should have looked outraged ...:

Presumably he meant that I should have looked outraged ...

Study & Practice

Reading Aloud

I.

Read the following paragraph, paying special attention to
intonation:

And so I do not have a criminal 7) record. But what was most

shocking at the . time was the A things my release from the charge

so clearly depended ™y on. I had the 'right'_#* accent, respectable

middle-class parents.hmJ’court, reliable * witnesses, and I could

6



obviously afford a very good %y solicitor. Given the obscure nature
of the_f charge, I feel "y sure that if I had come from a different
_” background, and had really been _“unemployed, there is every
— chance that I would have been found “wguilty. While asking for
costs to be _” awarded, my soliciter's case quite obviously re-

volved around the _* fact that I had a 'brilliant academic™yrecord'.

Understanding the Text

II. Choose the best answer for eaﬁh of the following:

1. Judging from the first paragraph of the text, what is the
writer's attitude to his story?
a. Angry.
b. Sad.
c. Amused.
\g/ More than just one of these.

2. At the time the story took place the author was
a. at school.
b. at college.
{7 waiting to attend college late that year.
d. working in the local library.

3. He went job-hunting in order that he might earn enough money
a. to support himself.
b. to go to university.
c. to hire a very good solicitor.
d/ to take a journey.

4. The first man who came up to him was
a. a uniformed policeman.
$y a policeman in plainclothes.
c. not a policeman.
d. a good joker.

5. The court never asked the author's English teacher to give
evidence because
a. the time for the trial was limited to fifteen minutes only.
b. the author conducted his own defence in court.

GJ the case was dismissed before the trial reached that stage.

7



d. he was found to be unqualified as a character witness.
6. The author believes that he would most probably have been
declared guilty if
a. the magistrate had been less lenient.
b. he had really been out of work.
c. he had been born in a lower-class family.
d. both b and c.
7. In the opinion of one of the policemen who had arrested the
author, the whole thing might not have occurred if.
ﬂa/ he had protested strongly at the time instead of tryiné to
look cool and unconcerned with the incident.
b. he had begged to be allowed to go home.
c. he hadn't wandered aimlessly.
d. they had apologized to him and lc:- him go.
8. We can see from the text that
a. the author has broken the law only once.
\Bf the author has never broken the law.
c. the author has broken the law on more than one occasion.

d. the author once broke the law without knowing it.

III. Answer the following questions:
1. How did the author feel about the incident at the time it
occurred?
What does he think of it now?
2. Why did he go to Richmond?
3. What did the author think got him into trouble with the law?
4. What did he see when walking out of the local library?
5. What did the man say to him? Did he take the man's words
seriously at first?
6. When and how did the author come to see the man was being
serious?
7. What grounds did the policemen have for suspecting that the
young man was wandering with intent to steal milk bottles?

8. What does the author mean by his "big mistake"?



10. What did his father do when he learned about the incident?
11. What were the things his release from the charge depended on?
12. What did the policeman probably mean by saying "You could have
been a bit more helpful when we arrested you"?
IV. Topics for discussion:
1. Why does the author describe the circumstances of his arrest
and his release from the charge as arbitrary?
2. What does the author’s brush with the law tell us about his
society?
Vocabulary
V. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below.
Change the forms where necessary:
a couple of, take one's time, turn ... against,
arm with, be found guilty, with intent to,
due, ~confirm, be in trouble with, stand a chance
1. You will be E%e1g2¥¥ée i ‘you park your car anywhere you please.
2. It was very clever of her to _{An his argument %?E%{t
himself.
3. I found o amfﬁ’sﬁies under_ the bed but they don't make a pair.
4. Dr. Bright alwaystﬁé@ Ai; fgs he examines hisApatients and
treats them with extreme care.
5. Professor Helfand is dﬂl;_ to lecture on American drama at
2 P.M. today.
6. Wilfred's remarks ﬂﬂfannldge in my opinion that he was a
reliable young man.
7. The solicitor entered court a@?kgﬁzb the evidence he planned to
use to support his case.
8. Jim was arrested on a charge of having broken into a building
W/f% M&,g{ ea i’ 4
9. Having practiced for so long, the New York baseball team

How did he behave when he was questioned at the police station?

What did the police decide to do with him?

L1 5 (cl>f winningﬂ—the World Series d%,ww) this

year.
9



10.

VI.

10.

VII.

If the police can prove to the court that Ted has committed

robbery he

Replace the underlined parts in the following sentences with
words or expressions from the text:

My daughter is expected to graduate from high school later this
year.

If we are blind to this, we shall make the gravest error

wrdleol

The dove, poetically consiggged to be the symbol of peace, is

imaginable.

adored by peace-loving people all over the world.

In the past few years my aunt has set aside enough money to buy

a house.

Weak and lame in one leg, Max never had favourable prospects of

getting that job.

Those hurt in the explosion were given $ 50,000 damages.
Betty came all the way from Los Angeles to New York for the
purpose of helping us, but she proved to be only in our way.
I was greatly shocked by the way Henry managed the affairs of
such a big business.,

Equipped éygﬁdfacgég%nd figures like these, you are sure to

persuade the committee to act on your suggestions.
The expansion of the library on which student life centers is

one of the most important problems to be solved.

The English language is rich in phrasal verbs. They are usea
widely, especially in casual or informal contexts. A phrasal
verb is a combination of a verb and one or more particles,
which acts like a verb. There are three types of phrasal verbs:
(a) verb + adverb, as "save up" in

I saved up some money to go travelling.
(b) verb + preposition, as "lead to" in

This obvious aimlessness led to my downfall.
(c) verb + adverb +'preposition, as "catch up with" in

Cathy has caught up with her class.
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