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Grammar
present simple and
present continuous
(state and action verbs)
present simple and
present continuous
questions

Vocabulary
the weather
modifiers
adventure holiday
activities

Scenario
Latin American
adventure

Study Skills
dictionary skills
(understanding
meaning)

Writing Skills :
a guidebook entry | Climate is what we expect, weather is what we get. -
Mark Twain, 1835-1910, US writer and humorist %

VOCABULARY: the weather OB
d moo

. [0 Apple(114)v Yahoo! Amazon UK News (1177)v

Ta Match the photos A-D with the types of weather in

the box. Do you have any of this weather in China?
blizzard drought hurricane storm OnhneNews WEATHER

1b Read these Internet news reports. Which situation is It's three days after Hurricane Katrina hit the
the most serious. Why? US coast, but New Orleans is still suffering
from strong 'wind / fog and heavy 2rainy /
2 Choose the correct word 1-8 in the news reports. rain. Thousands of people are waiting for
help. Half of the city is underwater and the
EI STENING army is still repairing the river walls.

The green and pleasant land of England is
turning brown. After two cold, 3humid / dry
winters and 4hot / rain summers, the south-
east of England is experiencing a serious

3a Listen to this British news report about Florida, in
the USA, before a hurricane hits. Number the sections of the
report in order (1-4).

a) latest information about this hurricane [] drought. Many lakes and rivers are now

b) interviews with members of the public [] Swet / dry.

c) the connection with global warming L] . :

d) news about the police [] Following yesterday’s blizzards and the

heavy fall of 6snow / cloudy, the police in
New Zealand are using helicopters to reach
hundreds of people in the countryside. It is
still very “warm / windy and the 8ice / sun is
2 The weather at the coast is currently bad. causing problems for the rescue teams.

3 Hurricanes are unusual in this area.

3b Listen again. Are these sentences true or false?
1 The man in the house does not have much food.

4 The police officers are in the police station.
5 Every year there are more strong hurricanes.

6 RN veeather |



GRAMMAR: present simple and
present continuous

4a Which of these sentences are in the present
simple (PS)? Which are in the present continuous
(PC)?

1 At the moment, I'm covering the windows with wood.
2 We always help everyone.

3 The number of strong hurricanes is increasing.

4 Warm seas cause hurricanes.

How do we make negative sentences with these
tenses?

4b Match the sentences 1-4 above with these
grammar notes.

a) This is a regular action or habit.
b) This is an action happening now, or around now.
c) This is a fact or general truth.

d) This is a trend (i.e. a changing situation).
wp |anguage Reference and Extra Practice, pages 126-127

4c Complete these sentences. Use the present
simple or present continuous of the verbs.

1 “Be quiet! | _____to the news on the radio.” (listen)

2 In India, most rain usually _____in the summer
months, June to August. (fall)

3 Lightning ____ the Empire State Building in New
York 500 times every year. (hit)

4 These days, more rain in Australia because of
global warming. (fall)

5 It in tropical countries like Brazil. (not snow)
6 “It now. Let’s go to the park.” (not rain)

There are two types of verbs: state verbs and
action verbs. State verbs usually describe
feelings and situations, e.g. be, have. Action
verbs describe activities and movements, e.g. hit,

play.

5 Underline the main verb in these sentences. Are
they state or action verbs in these examples?

It is still very cold today.
It's coming towards Florida.

1

2

3 I have a lot of food in my house.
4 Hurricanes are getting stronger.
5

I know about the danger.

What tense do we usually use for state verbs?

6 Complete this Internet news report. Use the
present simple or present continuous of the verbs.

Storms hit the UK

f sPEAKING]

7 Discuss these questions with a partner.
1 What extreme weather does China have?
2 What problems does the extreme weather cause?
3 Do you think China’s weather is changing?
4

Which types of weather do / don't you like? Why /
Why not?

hot, sunny days rainy days

clear, cold days warm, cloudy days
hot, humid days cool, cloudy days
windy days foggy days

stormy days snowy days




