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Caring for Our
Earth

’ Listen and Talk

¢ Fi2rci gun mu!

Lead-in ,

Listen to the following passage about global warming and try to fill the blanks.

Communicative Tasks '

1 Work with your partner and take turns to start the conversations.

-------------------------------------------------------------

{ A Dve heard that there are plans to build more nuclear power plants to meet the rising needs

for electricity.



Caring for Our Earth

That’ right. In fact, three of them will start to be constructed in the country next year

But what about the environmental implications?

What do you mean?

Well, the damage to the environment, and the threat to people’s lives. Doesn’t Fukushima
in Japan ( B &4 % ) sound the alarm bell in their mind?

I see what you mean. What happened in Japan was really a tragedy, but that doesn’t mean
nuclear power should be abandoned. We don’t have to throw the baby out with the bath
water.

> w P

=

Meaning what?

w >

There’s no doubt that nuclear power presents potential dangers, but with modern
technologies, we can apply tight security measures to prevent any accidents.

From previous experiences, we know promises do not stop accidents from occurring.

Oh, don’t be so pessimistic. You know, the economic growth cannot do without electricity.
We have to meet the rising needs one way or the other. What's more, the cheap power supply
from the nuclear power plants can help reduce pollution from coal burning power plants.

A: That’s exactly what I see as a problem. We can’t seek economic growth at all costs, even at
the expense of the planet we’re living on!

! A: You know, Mrs. Brady, I've been meaning to ask you something .
Yes, dear, what's that?

Why, would you rather swelter ( #/F#% ) in the heat?

WEell, it’s not that. It’s true that sometimes it’s really hot outside and then I’'m quite happy
not to suffer, but it seems to me that the air-conditioning has become a habit and you keep
it on even on days when it isn’t so hot.

B
A: Well, why do you always keep the air-conditioning running?
B
A

B: We like to have a constant temperature in the house, you know.

A: But it means there’s always an artificial atmosphere, and never any fresh air. Why do you
keep it on on cooler days rather than turning it off and opening the windows? You could
reduce your power bill by quite a lot too.

B: Are you trying to save me money? Am I charging you too much rent?

A: Oh no, it’s not that. But we were talking in class the other day about being environmentally
conscious and I was thinking that not only is the air conditioning bad for the environment,
it’s bad for our health and it’s expensive.

B: Well, you may be right. It’s just part of our lifestyle, you know. I'll tell you what. Why
don’t we talk about this with the others over dinner tonight and see what they think?

A: OK, Mrs. Brady, that will be good. Thank you.



Unit 1 Caring for Our Earth

2 Read and Explore

o MGYN SUN CYDIOLG

Passage A

Frog Story

§1. Summary

In this story the writer who works with environmental topics is surprised when a tree frog takes
up residence in his studio. Puzzled at first by the frog’s apparent preference for the studio rather than a
greenhouse attached to the cabin, one day the writer seems to make telepathic (& & £ #9) contact with
the animal. At first he seems to understand that the frog is attracted by the sound of the computer that
resembles the sounds made by other tree frogs, but then he starts to realize that the frog is there to remind
him of his responsibilities to protect the environment.

| II. Culture Notes

Also known as tree toad, tree frog refers to a family of small to medium-sized frogs, found in
temperate and tropical areas throughout the world. Most tree frogs have expanded disks on their toes
that enable them to cling to surfaces. Body color ranges from brown and gray to green. They eat mainly
insects. The gray tree frog is common throughout the eastern United States.

Wisconsin is a state in the north central United States, south of Lake Superior and east of
Minnesota. Its total area is 169 642 sq km. The name of the state comes from an Ojibwa (a Native
American tribe) Indian word that may mean “gathering of the waters” or “place of the beaver”, first
applied to the Wisconsin River. Wisconsin is known as the Badger State because many of the first
settlers were miners who lived underground like badgers. The capital is Madison. Wisconsin ranks 18th
in population (5 711 767 by 2011 estimate) among the 50 states and is an important state in terms of the
value of its manufacturing. Wisconsin produces about a quarter of America’s cheese, leading the nation
in cheese production. It is second in milk production and third in per-capita milk production.

Despite Wisconsin’s many lakes, ponds, and rivers, drought — especially in summer — can be a
serious problem.

I IL Language Points

1. audio: 4dj. related to recording and broadcasting sound



