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Leading Officials Must Work Hard
To Learn Foreign Languages

Jiang Zemin

China is deepening reform and opening-up and making
steady advances in economic and social development. Its global
standing and influence are rising. This has led to increasingly
close contacts between China and the rest of the world and
growing international interest in China. To promote development
in China, we need to learn more about the world and, at the
same time, help the world know more about China.

We live in a diverse world. Humanity has gone through a long
journey of development, and there are today over 200 countries
and regions in the world with rich and magnificent civilizations.
These civilizations, created by people of all countries, are the
valuable assets of mankind. To build a dynamic and colorful
world of peaceful co-existence and common development,
different civilizations must interact with and learn from each
other, and countries must treat each other as equals and respect
each other. We should respect the diversity of the world. We
need to learn about and draw upon the achievements of other
civilizations and promote interaction with people of other
countries. To do this, we need to work hard to learn foreign
languages.



China has a history of over 5,000 years. During this long
history, the Chinese people of various ethnic groups have
created a splendid Chinese civilization and nurtured and
developed a distinctive national spirit. The Chinese civilization
and national spirit have enabled the Chinese nation to grow from
generation to generation in the past 5,000 years and more. They
have inspired the Chinese people to advance with the times in a
pioneering spirit. We need to tell the world more about China’s
civilization and its national spirit so that the world will have a
broader and deeper understanding of China. To do this, we need
to work hard to learn foreign languages.

In the past 60-plus years since the founding of New China
and particularly in the past 30 years and more since the launch
of reform and opening-up, China has scored remarkable
achievements in its modernization drive and significantly
improved the life of its people. But China is a large country with
1.3 billion people, and it faces uneven development between
urban and rural areas and among different regions. China is at
the primary stage of socialism and will remain so for a long time
to come. Both China’s history and its reality determine that we
must follow a path of development suited to China’s national
conditions. Understanding the above is crucial to understanding
the real China today. To foster a sound international environment
for China’s development, we need to tell the world more



about China’s national conditions and the development path,
objectives and direction that we are committed to. To do this,
we need to work hard to learn foreign languages.

Language is an important tool in human exchanges. To better
communicate and interact with people of other countries, we
must, in addition to having good command of our mother
tongue, make an earnest effort to learn foreign languages. In
this regard, leading officials need to set an example for others.
If they can conduct basic communication in a foreign language,
it will go a long way towards promoting mutual understanding.
My own experience is that direct communication in a foreign
language, however basic it may be, is better than indirect
communication. Here I am only talking about the most basic
communication in a foreign language, because at this stage it is
yet unrealistic to ask our leading officials to talk with foreigners
all by themselves without the help of interpreters.

In the past few years, the central government has taken steps
to improve the foreign language skills of leading officials. In
2001 and 2002, Comrade Li Lanqing organized two foreign
language courses for provincial and ministerial-level officials.
I fully supported this initiative. Recently, the Organization
Department of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China conducted intensive English training for provincial
and ministerial-level officials. Many leading officials are also



learning foreign languages on their own. Thanks to these efforts,
the overall level of foreign language proficiency of our leading
officials has been rising steadily. However, it still cannot meet
the need of China’s economic and social development and
expanding interactions with the world. Therefore, the leading
officials need to redouble efforts to learn and use foreign
languages. I sincerely hope they will try hard to learn and use
foreign languages and acquire communication skills so as to
better promote China’s reform and opening-up program and
socialist modernization drive.

Perseverance is the key to gaining good command of foreign
languages. To learn and master a foreign language is not easy,
and one needs to work extremely hard. If one follows the right
way of learning and keeps at it for days, months and years, one
is sure to make steady progress.

I asked Comrade Zeng Peiyan to compile some general
information about China, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has turned it into a textbook in several languages. Covering
various subjects, the textbook will serve the need of our leading
officials. This is very significant and necessary. After reading the
textbook, I have written these words as the foreword.
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