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Twin Speak - 1 -

Freda and Greta Chaplin are two people—
but they walk , talk and dress as one.

They sat down in their matching red
coats and floral headscarves, their red shoes
and handbags completing the colourful pic-
ture. They ate their chocolate éclairs at ex-
actly the same moment. Then they lifted
their tea cups in unison and both took a sip.
Every movement seemed synchronised—as

if one were a mirror reflection of the other.

This was the extraordinary scene
which greeted TV programme-maker Juliet
Darling when she first met identical twins
Freda and Greta Chaplin.

To the twins there was nothing re-
markable about that tea-time. “We feel like
we’ re one person, not two people,” they
say. “Ever since we were little girls we’ ve
always dressed exactly the same, always
done the same things. Our parents always

told us to stick together and be friends with
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each other.”

When there’ s something about them
that isn’t identical they try to create a simi-
larity. Greta has larger sized feet but they

always buy the same sized shoes.

“It’ s a habit. Like some people have
habits of smoking and drinking. Well, we
have a habit and we can’ t stop it,” they
say.

The twins were born in York in 1943.
They say they can’t remember their school
years but it was after leaving school that
they started to synchronise their speech.
Now most of what they say they say togeth-
er at the same time. In fact, when the tele-
phone rings, both twins insist on speaking.
One will talk and then pass the phone to the

other, who will repeat the conversation.

They do not know what they feel
about anything, except as reflected in their
twin. “One had the impression that if you
took one away the other would fall down,”
says Juliet Darling. “They were being held

up by each other’s presence.”
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2 ™ Strange But True!

.‘%,_, oo %ﬁ‘fﬂﬁ‘ﬁﬂ{] !

Bamboo can grow one metre in 24 hours. TF 24 /pBFATECT Ko
Napoleon was afraid of cats. EWCEMM.
There were elephants, lions and camels 12,000 4= LA i, FHr

in Alaska 12,000 years ago. FinE &R I

In the winters of 1420 and 1438,

wolves were found in the streets of Paris.

If all the ice in the world melted, the
sea would rise over 50 metres.

85% of all the world’s plants grow in
the sea.

Reykjavik, the capital of Iceland, is
heated by underground hot springs.

Nearly 25% of the surface of Los An-
geles is occupied by cars.

99% of all forms of life that have ever

existed on the earth are now extinct.

All US Presidents have worn glasses.

35% of all Americans are overweight.
Your skin weighs nearly three
kilograms.

The first parachute jump was made by
a dog in a basket (belonging to the French
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balloonist Blanchard) in 1785. R (BB AR ERER
BRHAMBERE),
Betsy, a chimpanzee at the Baltimore DR PE R E R ES
200, paints pictures,and has had 65 of them | #H K — A REE, S
sold. H, i HE LT 65 &l
The most common name in the world A EHEERNEF
is Muhammad. KT
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Twenty five-year-old children from a British
primary school class were asked what they
wanted to be when they grew up. The an-
swers were varied and interesting. Seven of
the children had medical ambitions—there
were four future nurses,one dentist,one vet
and one “air force doctor”. Two children
wanted to be farmers—not very surprising,
as the school is in a small country village.
Two of the children obviously liked school:
they wanted to be teachers. One child said
he would like to be an actor, one hoped to
be a train driver and one had decided to be-
come a fisherman. Of the rest, two did not
know what they wanted to be, and four

gave rather unexpected answers.

What to Do?
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I had a thought-provoking dream last
night. In it, I was living in Fantasia—a
place where people are paid according to
their real value to society. There are some
striking mismatches with what happens in

other countries.

In Fantasia, doctors are paid for keep-
ing people alive. A doctor is well rewarded
as long as his or her patients stay healthy.
But when a patient falls ill, the doctor’s pay
is reduced by half;and if a patient dies, the
doctor has to pay massive compensation to
the surviving spouse or relatives. Average
life expectancy in Fantasia is 132, although

doctors tend to die young.

Soldiers are paid on the same lines as
doctors. In peacetime they get a reasonable
wage, but as soon as war breaks out the
government stops paying them. Officers
earn far less than ordinary soldiers, and ge-
nerals get least of all. This is because of the

Fantasian principle that power is its own re-

Work and Pay in Fantasia
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