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PREFACE

The year 2009 brought the 60th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China. Over the
past six decades, most dramatically during the last 30 years since the adoption of reform and opening-up
policy, China haé achieved a speed and breadth of societal advancement like no other nation in the history of
the world. During this accelerated period of growth and increasing levels of prosperity, the “China Road,” the
“China Mode,” and the peaceful rise of China have collectively brought the nation to remain at the center of
international focus.

How did China achieve this? How did China evolve from being a backward nation into a powerhouse
driver of the global economic engine, an international center of manufacturing, a progressive leader in new
technologies, and a peaceful and principal actor on the world stage? These questions are asked not only by the
indigenous citizens of other nations, but are also by Chinese people residing abroad.

To better enable overseas Chinese and others around the world to gain a thorough, objective and genuine
understanding of the history and facts of New China, and in honor of the 60th anniversary of the founding of the
PRC, Contemporary China Publishing House and the Hong Kong based Motherland Publishing House jointly
produced the overseas edition of the Contemporary China Series.

The Contemporary China Series is an authoritatively extensive encyclopedic work realized through a
joint effort put forth by the Party, the People’s Liberation Army, and professionals engaged in a diverse range
of fields. Approved by the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC), the
compilation of Contemporary China was commissioned by the Publicity Department of the CPC Central
Committee. It was contributed to by departments across the country. National in scope, and the first large-scale
chronicle of New China directly supervised by the central government, this project was purposely and positively
advanced thanks to the selfless support offered by leaders at all levels in the Party, governmental, military and
civil departments. It is also a key project for the study of social sciences.

Contemporary China, launched in 1982 and completed in 1999, comprises 152 volumes and more than
100 million Chinese characters. Some 100,000 experts, scholars and researchers in varying fields participated
in the compilation of the volumes—a scale of collaboration, of this type, unprecedented in Chinese history.
The volumes, the product of unprecedented collective wisdom and endeavor, are considered to be an original
narrative gem of Chinese culture.

The Contemporary China Series also provides a thorough, systematic and detailed account of the
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development of the PRC over the course of nearly 50 years, recording the origin and process of the China Road,
and showcasing the country’s half-century of achievement. The volumes serve as a high-value encyclopedic
bank of information for gaining insight into New China. Detailed within are the process by which the CPC’s
first generation of central collective leadership, with Comrade Mao Zedong at its core, led the Chinese people in
establishing a socialist state system and building a new socialist country; the process by which the CPC’s second
generation of central collective leadership, with Comrade Deng Xiaoping at its core, led the Chinese people in
implementing reforms and embarking on the road of socialism with Chinese characteristics; and the process
by which the CPC’s third generation of central collective leadership, with Comrade Jiang Zemin at its core,
held high the great banner of Deng Xiaoping Theory and led the people of all ethnic groups in carrying on and
advancing the great cause of reform and opening-up.

In studying the books, readers will better understand how the basic political premise and system foundations
were laid for the development and progress of modern China, and how reform and opening-up proceeded on
the basis of goals achieved after New China was founded. The nation’s globally-respected accomplishments,
among them the Three Gorges Water Conservancy Project, the Qinghai-Tibet Railway, and breakthroughs in the
manned space program, are feats attributable to the careful and dedicated efforts put forth by several generations
of Chinese scientists and technicians under the guidance of Party leaders. The books systematically represent
the development foundation and experiences gained by all industries, all regions, and all departments before
reform and opening-up, as well as their respective processes and characteristics during the stage of reform and
opening-up. Thus is accurately portrayed the development course of New China, and thus is revealed the historic
inevitability of reform and opening-up.

Contemporary China also provides a fundamental overview of the practice of building socialism with
Chinese characteristics, and is an illustrated embodiment of the theory of socialism with Chinese characteristics.
In the series’ general preamble, it is set forth that “Building socialism with Chinese characteristics is a
process of practice, and a process by which our cognition is continuously advanced and enhanced. It is not
only our beginning, but also our target of struggle. We can proudly and accurately state that if we continue
to advance along this road, with concerted effort put forth by all CPC members and the people of different
ethnic groups, our motherland will soon develop into a prosperous and strong socialist country with a high
degree of democracy and civilization.” The brilliant achievements realized to date, since the adoption of reform
and opening-up policy, have fully evidenced the viability of this projection. Today, China has successfully
accomplished the historic transition from a highly centralized planned economy to a robust socialist market
economy, and from a closed and semi-closed country to a country that is open wide to the outside world. Overall
national strength is increasingly enhanced, and China is now ranked third in the world in terms of economic
aggregate. The Chinese people’s standard of living has dramatically improved. China’s international standing
has risen to-an unprecedented level, and the nation’s global influence has substantially expanded. Collectively,
these advancements have boosted China’s aggregate level of citizen confidence and pride. Particularly, this was
made so, in light of the nation becoming a major player on the global stage.

Readers of Contemporary China will gain a better understanding of the fact that only socialism can sustain

China, and only with reform and opening-up can we successfully develop China. The reform and opening-up
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policy is a vital factor in determining the destiny of China and the inevitable road leading to the development of
socialism with Chinese characteristics. The policy is bringing to reality the great dream of rejuvenation for the
Chinese nation.

Contemporary China, encapsulating and applying a large volume of accurate, systematic data, can be
saved and collected as an objective historical document, which will gain in value with the passing of time. In
their compilation of Contemporary China, the editors adhered to the principles of seeking truth from facts,
without exaggerating achievement or camouflaging errors. The primary goal was to leave to later generations a
scientific, credible record detailing the development of all industries of New China.

Although Contemporary China mainly covers the first 50 years of New China, this bound compilation of
factual, precise, systematic and abundant data and material will increase in value over time. Through a better
assembly of facts gained by analyzing and summarizing practices, the volumes provide us with the power to
advance, while serving as a reference for study and addressing future issues.

The publication of the overseas edition of the Contemporary China Series will not only allow the scholars,
research institutes and individuals of other nations to better understand today’s China, but will also serve as
a valuable industrial learning resource for overseas enterprises intending to establish ventures in China. For
those Chinese residing abroad who share a common wish for the sustained prosperity of their motherland, these
volumes, detailing the national rejuvenation of modern China, offer a great opportunity to share in the long
treasured dream.

The commemorative album, encapsulating the entire production process of the Contemporary China Series,
is especially dedicated to the leaders at all levels who extended their great concern and provided their great
support for the cause of this project, to all the editors, who devoted such tremendous energy and insight, and to

all our friends who have shown such respect and care for this publication.

Editorial Committee of Contemporary China Series (Overseas Edition)
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