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Preface

Some of the most fascinating questions about human behavior deal with language.
Are we born with a propensity for acquiring language, or is this a skill that is nur-
tured by one’s environment? What causes slips of the tongue? How does brain
damage influence language functioning? Do individuals who speak different lan-
guages think differently? To pursue answers to these and many other questions, we
must cut across some of the traditional boundaries of psychology. We will need to
study children as well as adults and examine language both in the laboratory and
in natural settings. Ultimately, as we pull all of these different strands together, we
come to appreciate language as a whole and the central role it plays in human
affairs.

It has been over 20 years since the first edition of this book was published.
However, my goals for the book remain essentially the same. I want to present
the principles of psycholinguistics in a manner that is accessible to undergraduates.
Although the field can be technical at times, when presented clearly, it can be very
engaging to students. In addition, I want to discuss fundamental psycholinguistic
issues in a balanced way. I have presented controversial issues from a variety of per-
spectives and invited the reader to think through the competing claims.

The organization of the book is similar to earlier editions. Part 1 (General
Issues) contains three chapters. Chapter 1 describes the scope of psycholinguistics
along with a short history of the field: Chapter 2 discusses basic grammatical con-
cepts such as phonemes, distinctive features, and morphology. The chapter also
includes the grammatical features of American Sign Language, a topic that is dis-
cussed throughout the book. The chapter closes with a preliminary discussion of
some controversial issues in linguistic theory, such as the psychological reality
of grammar and whether language is innate. Chapter 3 focuses on basic concepts
of information processing and how they may apply to language. The overriding
goal of Part 1 is to introduce the notion of a cognitive approach to language pro-

cesses, an approach that emphasizes the interrelationships among language, memory,
and cognition.

xlvii
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This edition includes a number of pedagogical features that will be helpful to
students. Chapters begin with a list of about four to six main points that the stu-
dent should expect to learn. Interim summaries occur after each major section of
the chapter, so that readers may assess their learning before going on. Each chap-
ter concludes with two sets of questions. Review Questions are directly related to
the material in the chapter, and students should be able to answer them if they
have read the chapter carefully. Thought Questions are intended to stimulate
thinking about the material in the chapter. Although the answers to these ques-
tions cannot be found directly in the chapter—indeed, most have no single
“correct” answer—the material presented provides a basis for beginning to exam-
ine these questions. Finally, the book includes a glossary.

An instructor’s manual, prepared by Lydia Volaitis of Northeastern University,
is available for instructors who have adopted the book for classroom use. The
manual includes multiple-choice questions and suggested classroom activities,
readings, and Web sites for each chapter.

Additional resources for this book, including chapter-by-chapter glossaries,
flashcards, and Web links, can be found at http://www.thomsonedu.com/
psychology/dcarroll.
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