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Introduction

English for Language and Linguistics is designed for students who plan to take a course in the field of
language or linguistics entirely or partly in English. The principal aim of English for Language and
Linguistics is to teach students to cope with input texts, i.e., listening and reading, in the discipline.
However, students will be expected to produce output texts in speech and writing throughout the course.

The syllabus focuses on key vocabulary for the discipline and on words and phrases commonly used in
academic English. It covers key facts and concepts from the discipline, thereby giving students a flying start
for when they meet the same points again in their faculty work. It also focuses on the skills that will
enable students to get the most out of lectures and written texts. Finally, it presents the skills required to
take part in seminars and tutorials and to produce essay assignments.

English for Language and Linguistics comprises:

e the student Course Book including audio transcripts and wordlist

e the Teacher’s Book, which provides detailed guidance on each lesson, full answer keys, audio
transcripts and extra photocopiable resources

e the MP3 with lecture and seminar excerpts

English for Language and Linguistics has 12 units, each of which is based on a different aspect of language
studies. Odd-numbered units are based on listening (lecture/seminar extracts). Even-numbered units are
based on reading.

Each unit is divided into four lessons:

Lesson 1: vocabulary for the discipline; vocabulary skills such as word-building, use of affixes, use of
synonyms for paraphrasing

Lesson 2: reading or listening text and skills development

Lesson 3: reading or listening skills extension. In addition, in later reading units, students are introduced
to a writing assignment which is further developed in Lesson 4; in later listening units, students
are introduced to a spoken language point (e.g., making an oral presentation at a seminar)
which is further developed in Lesson 4

Lesson 4: a parallel listening or reading text to that presented in Lesson 2 which students have to use their
new skills (Lesson 3) to decode; in addition, written or spoken work is further practised

The last two pages of each unit, Vocabulary bank and Skills bank, are a useful summary of the unit
content.

Each unit provides between 4 and 6 hours of classroom activity with the possibility of a further 2-4 hours
on the suggested extra activities. The course will be suitable, therefore, as the core component of a
faculty-specific pre-sessional or foundation course of between 50 and 80 hours.
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WHAT IS LINGUISTICS?

guessing words in context e prefixes and suffixes

/4 Read the text. The bold words are probably familiar to you in general English. But can you
think of a different meaning for each word in language studies?

~ Tom enjoys his hobbies because he has a lot of stress at work. He spends every
weekend on the football pitch. Yesterday his girlfriend asked him to stop
playing football. ‘Let’s study French together,” she said. ‘France is exciting; I
read about it in a newspaper article.” But Tom is no linguist. He interpreted
his girlfriend’s advice as interference. At first he was tongue-tied and said
nothing, but he was tense. That evening, he sent his girlfriend a short text ‘
message. It was over, but he didn’t want to make a speech. »

> S e —

. Read these sentences from linguistics texts. Complete each sentence with one
of the bold words from Exercise A.

1 The English is spoken in some form by nearly a third of the population.
2 A can be a piece of writing or a written record of spoken words.
3 Varying the tension in the vocal cords can alter :
4 The politician’s addresswas ~_ simultaneously into Cantonese.
5 An academic engages in the scientific study of language.
6 is the term in phonetics for the degree of force used to produce a syllable.
7 is a primary medium through which language is expressed.
8 The category is used in the grammatical description of verbs.
9 In sociolinguistics, ~ refers to errors caused in one language
through contact with another language.
10 An is a word such as the in English, which is put next to a noun to

show the type of reference that is being made to that noun.

. Study the words in box a.

1 What is the connection between all these words?
2 What is the base word in each case? Eadverb bilingual conjunction
3 What do we call the extra letters? homophone interlanguage
metalanguage microphone
monolingual multilingual
preposition pronoun

4 What is the meaning of each prefix?
5 Can you think of another word with each prefix?

2 Study the words in box b. ungrammatical )
1 What is the connection between all the words?
2 What is the base word in each case? B countable  displacement
3 What do we call the extra letters? fluently interpreter linguist
4 What effect do the extra letters have on the base word? literacy transcribed translatorJ

5 Can you think of another word with each suffix?

£ Discuss the pictures on the opposite page. Use words from this page.
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preparing for a lecture e predicting lecture content » making notes

1.2 Listening

A\ You are a student in the Language Studies Faculty of Hadford
University. The title of your first lecture is What is language
and linguistics?

1 Write a definition of language and linguistics.
2 What other ideas will be in this lecture? Make some notes.

See Skills bank

B §9 Listen to Part 1 of the talk. What does the lecturer say
about languages? Tick the best choice.

a They are usually very simple.

b They have different varieties.

¢ They are all used in the same way.

d They are spoken in various countries.

C o Listen to Part 2 of the talk.
1 Which words does the lecturer define?
2 How is each word defined?

D §9 Listen to Part 3 of the talk.
1 Which features are mentioned?
2 What does each feature involve?

E In Part 4, the lecturer describes different branches
of linguistics.

1 How many branches do you know?
2 What is the main focus of each branch?
3 @ Listen. Which branches does the lecturer mention?

F §0InPart 5, the lecturer gives a definition of language and
linguistics. Listen and mark each word in the box below:

e laifitis connected with Language
e [jifitis connected with Linguistics

analyse organic
design. ... system ...
explain unigue ' .

(= Write a definition of language and linguistics.
Use words from Exercise F.

M Look back at your notes from Exercise A.
Did you predict:

e the main ideas?
e most of the special vocabulary?

e the order of information?



lecture organization ¢ choosing the best form of notes

A What canyou ...

1 define? 4 interpret? 7 predict?
2 transcribe? 5 contrast? 8 classify?
3 analyse? 6 pronounce? 9 stress?

& How can you organize information in a lecture? Match the beginnings and endings.

1 quéstnon and ) & Ent—ésitj
2 problemand  definition
3 dlassification and ~ disadvantages "I
4 E:Ivanetages and ”7; Ef_?ezt_ ;
5 r comparisop andf E?_EE ;
o camems * soportng fermaton
g s
8  stages ofa ~ solution
9 f_—eories or oplmans s then } answer 7|

R g e o ol E WA BRESC_ < NS )

£ How can you record information during a lecture? Match the illustrations with
the words and phrases in the box below.

tree diagram flowchart headings and notes spidergram table timeline two-columntabld

(1) 2) NS 3)
- /T\ 7 = ' —
A~ NVNA NG [ e l A~
a — | ~—— | —— | 5 NISANAAU~ 6
| - | —— L I8 ~c~~A~—
L: v~ — I l P e I

1920 s~~~

Match each method of organizing information in Exercise B with a method of note-taking
from Exercise C. You can use one method for different types of organization.

9 Listen to six lecture introductions. Choose a possible way to take notes from
Exercise C in each case.

Example:

You hear: Today | am going to talk about the different branches of linguistics that
we cover here at Hadford. There are seven main branches ...

You choose: tree diagram or spidergram



making notes ¢ speaking from notes

AcmesoftTransiator

Proto-Germanic
languages

Type words for translation into the wing

« Select from and 1o languages. £ Transtate

£\ Study the pictures. What do pictures 1-6 show? Use words from the box.

branch electronic digital software laboratory translation recorder word-processing J

B $8 Cover the opposite page. Listen to the lecture introductions from Lesson 3 again.
Make an outline on a separate sheet of paper for each introduction.

€ Look at your outline for each lecture. What do you expect the lecturer to talk about in
the lecture? In what order?

D §¢ Listen to the next part of each lecture. Complete your notes.

E Uncover the opposite page. Check your notes with the model notes. Are yours the
same or different?

¥ Work in pairs.
1 Use the notes on the opposite page. Reconstruct one lecture.
2 Give the lecture to another pair.

10



W LINGUISTICS

phoretics phondlogy rmrphc@gy Syn+ax semantic.s pragmatics

/ sociolinguistics ( \

: how different words are ordered
Iwov;/nzon;gj iTaZ;gnged H‘i ;mlre into clauses, and how clauses join

to make senfences

@)

(@) SPREAD OF ENGLISH

5th cem - Erglish armived in Erg’and
with Angles and Jutes

Sth — 11th century - English spread to
Corrwall, wales, Cumbria and south Scotland
2th century - spread to Ireland

l6th cenJrury orwards - spread with the

empire
(b) INFLUENCES ON ENGLISH
(@) History of Linguistics German (Sl'\i'ared roots)
+’1 S ® 3
Grece ap‘:gr;u Hf;):; fPre o Celtic languages 3:1 Britain after (5t
(4t BCE  Aristotle - Greece - sertence Vi‘si'rgs
G Bee [Jra:; PR Influenced by Norman French after 1066
grammar studies Latin + Greek from (15" orwards
(&t ce f;j;r?ﬂueme on Roman After (B* British empire
(4 CE  other Europeans begin American Erg’ish
vl R ENGLISH TODAY
(5) FIVE FUNCTIONS OF LANGUAGE
social interaction recordi%Wiona’ expression G
expression of identity naming the world COMMUNICATION
; information stored o explore how FEATURES ANIMAL  HUMAN
ie@orﬁ\ismh for future use; to we g‘i‘ about Uses signals v v
b A% Phel organize facts and ourselves + world
build&;ridgesp data; to teach + leam Uses symbols X v/
Has dua]H’y X 7

betwr |
eien o of paHem

eg., use of slang amongst members
of a particular social group
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