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Preface

Jining is one of the cradles of the Chinese culture, and also the well-known hometown of Confucius and
Mencius, and the town of grand canal. As early as the Microlithic Age 10,000 years ago, ancient humans lived in
this land. About 5000 or 6000 years ago, such clans as Fu Xi, Goddess of Sky-patching, Patron of Agriculture,
Zhuanxu, Yu Shun, and Chiyou among the three emperors and five sovereigns in ancient China left some historical
traces. According to literature record, The Yellow Emperor was born in Shougiu, and grew up in Jishui. Shougiu, in
the east of today's Qufu, Jining, still witnessed its site nowadays; Qufu, the birthplace of Shaohao, is also known as
the Site of Shaohao, whose tomb remains existent. Qufu is also the hometown of the five sages Confucius, Mencius,
Zengzi, Yanzi, and Zisi. During the Spring and Autumn period, the Confucianism founded by Confucius became
well-known, and its thinking system gradually became the main pillar of traditional Chinese culture, and was
deeply adored by foreign cultural and ideology circles. During the Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties, the principal
organization responsible for controlling the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal was set up in Jining, laying the founda-
tion of Jining as the town of the grand canal.

Glorious history makes the rich historical cultural heritages of Jining, making the city a genuine pool of
cultural relics and resources. Confucius Family Mansion, Confucian Temple, and Confucian Cemetery are the
world cultural heritages. Qufu and Zoucheng are famous national historical and cultural city with many ancient
buildings and sites having become important symbols of the Chinese culture. There are 19 key cultural sites under
state protection, 95 cultural sites under provincial protection, and 168 under municipal protection, with a total of
167,000 articles of collections. The number of the ancient buildings in Jining ranks first among the prefecture-level
cities around China. The steles and relief stone sculptures from the Han Dynasty, Cliffside Sculptures from North-
ern Dynasties, and archives of Confucius Family, among others, are well known at home and abroad, and win the
favor of the academia and the tourists as well. The advantages of cultural relic resources have become one of the
important engines driving the tourism development and even the economic and social development of Jining as a
whole.

Following the compilation and publish of the Cultural and Historical Sites of J ining, Jining Bureau of Cultural
Relics organized the compilation of the Treasures of Cultural Relics of Jining, which is a collection of the Class I
cultural relics collected in state-owned cultural heritage institutions in Jining. Its publishing is not only a significant
achievement of the cultural heritage sector, and also a great cultural event of the city. It is of great importance to
promote the hometown of Confucius and Mencius, and improve the popularity of Jining. On the occasion of the
publish of the book, I would like to extend my congratulations to the bureau for the achievement. Besides, I hope
the cultural heritage sector of the city to sum up the experience, and make further efforts to protect cultural relics,
promote the utilization thereof, and drive the prosperity and development of the cultural heritage sector.

So much for the preface, thanks.

Zhang Zhenchuan
deputy secretary of Jining Municipal Committee of the CPC and mayor of Jining
March 2010
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General introduction

Jining Municipality, a prefecture-level city, is located in the central southern part of Shandong Province,
115° 54’ -117° 6’ E,34° 25’ ~35° 55’ N.Itadministers Shizhong District, Rencheng District, Yanzhou
City, Qufu City, Zoucheng City, and Sishui County, Weishan County, Jinxiang County, Yutai County, Jiaxiang
County, Wenshang County and Liangshan County, a high-tech technical development zone and a provincial
tourist resort under its jurisdiction, totaling 11,000 square kilometers. It has a population of 8.31 million,
according to the census made at the end of 2009.

As early as more than 10,000 years ago, there were ancient humans living in the territory of Jining who
used Microlith and therefore the period was named the Microlithic Age (also called the mesolithic age by some
scholars). In Yanzhou, Wensha_ng and Jiaxiang counties 38 microlithic sites have been discovered. Amid
5500BC to 2000 BC, the Neolithic Age, the city experienced Beixin Culture (about 7500-6300 years ago),
Dawenkou Culture (6300-4400 years ago) and Longshan Culture (4400-4000 years ago) periods. During the
Xia Dynasty (c.2100BC-c.1600BC), the local culture of the ethnic groups in Jining and the neighborhood was
named the Yueshi Culture, a time when the stoneware and metalware coexisted. During Xia, Shang and Zhou
dynasties, Jining was under jurisdiction of Xuzhou, seeing establishment of the states Ren, Bian, Min, Zhu, Yan,
Ji, Lu, Cheng, Shi, Jiao and etc. Yan State in the Shang Dynasty ((c.1600BC-c.1100BC) and Lu State in Zhou
Dynasty (c.1100BC-256BC) were large states with great influence and made Qufu as their capital. From the
Han Dynasty (206BC-220AD) to the Tang Dynasty (618-907), Rencheng County was the seat of Jining and the
region were under jurisdiction of Lu State, Shanyang (Changyi) State, Dongping State, Rencheng State,
Gaoping State, Shanyang Prefecture, Rencheng Prefecture, Gaoping Prefecture and Lujun Prefecture in order.
In 953, or the third year of Guangshun period of the Later Zhou (951-960), the seat of Jining was Recheng
County, under the jurisdiction of Jizhou Prefecture. In the Song Dynasty (960-1279), the territory of today’s
Jining was under jurisdiction of Yanzhou (later renamed Xiqing Prefecture), Yunzhou (later renamed Dongping
Prefecture), Jizhou and Shanzhou etc. In the eighth year of the Zhiyuan period (1271), Jizhou was promloted
to a prefecture, named Jining Prefecture. It was the first time that Jining was used. During the period Jining was
under jurisdiction of Jining Lu(a name of the administration in the Yuan Dynasty) and Yidu Lu. In the 18th year
of Hongwu period of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), Jining Prefecture was demoted to Zhou (a name of the
administration under the prefecture) and was under jurisdiction of Yanzhou Prefecture. In the second year under
the reign of Emperor Yongzheng (1724) of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), Jining was promoted to a province
directly under the central government. The area under administration of today ’s Jining was ruled respectively
by Yanzhou Prefecture and Jining Province. During the period of the Republic of China (1912-1949), the
counties and cities of today’s Jining was ruled by Jining Dao (province) and later renamed to Dainan Dao. In
August 1948, Jining was liberated and most counties (cities) were divided to the south and central area of

Shandong Province. In July 1953, Jining Administrative Office was set up. In 1967, it was renamed to Jining



Prefecture. In October 1983, it was renamed to Jining City. Later Qufu, Yanzhou and Zouxian counties were
changed to county-level cities.

In the tens of thousands years of history, Jining has enjoyed glories. About four or five thousands years
ago, most ancestors of the three sovereigns and five emperors in ancient China were relevant to Jining. Taihao
and Fu Xi tribes were the direct ancient of Jining people. Ren State (today’s Jining) in the Xia, Shang and Zhou
dynasties was a state established by descendants of Fu Xi. The book Diwang Shiji (the Emperors Times) record,
“Yandi (Emperor Yan) set the capital in Chen and then moved to Lu.” In the Records of the Grand Historian-
Benji (Imperial Biographies), it reads, “the mother was named Fubao--- gave birth to the Yellow Emperor after
24 months of pregnancy in Shouqiu which was on the north of the east gate of Lu State”, or the east suburb of
Qufu. Chiyou’s tomb is in Nanwang Town, southwest of Wenshang County; Shaohao “was named Shaohao
because he inherited the rules of Taihao”. The Records of the Grand Historian-Benji of Zhou records “the
dwelling place of Shaohao was in Qufu.” Shaohao was born in Qufu and buried in Yunyang and the tomb is
still located in the east of Qufu. Zhuanxu and Yu Shun tribes were also active in Jining and left the ruins of the
capital of Zhu State which was established by the descendants of Zhuanxu. It was recorded that Yu Shun
“farms in Lishan, fishes in Leize, makes potteries in Hebin and make household wares in Shougqiu and deals
goods in Fuxia”. Thus these five names are still in use today.

In the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period, seven sages were born in Jining, namely
the Sacrosanct Sage Confucius, the Parallel Sage Yan Hui, Sequent Sage Zengzi (Master Zeng), Narration Sage
Zisi, Under Sage Mencius, Craftsmanship Sage Lu Ban and the Harmony Sage Liu Xiahui, making great
contribution to the development and spread of Lu’ s culture. The Confucianism gradually became the
dominant philosophy of the traditional culture of China and its influence extends to this day. In the Qin and Han
dynasties many classic scholars emerged in Jining such as the Master Shen Pei, Master Jiang, Mao Heng, Kong
Anguo, Kuang Heng, Wei Xian and He Xiu. Later the city saw litterateurs Wang Can, Kong Rong and Kong
Shangren, philosopher Wang Bi, strategist Liu Biao, medical scientist Wang Shuhe, mathematician Qin Jiushao
and the textual research scholar Gui Fu. The prosperous ancient culture left a great number of cultural relics to
the city, reflecting the ancient civilization of Jining and important resources of the region.

Jining has surveyed and logged all kinds of cultural relics, totaling 4,479 sites of the city; of that 19 have
been included in the list of the national key cultural relics protection units; 95 sites in the provincial protection
list and 168 sites in the city protection list. The city also has a collection of 167,000 pieces of cultural relics,
areal large city of cultural relics.

The rich collection of Jining can be accredited to the long history of the city and the effective protection

made by the cultural relics administration institutions. Not long after the foundation of the People’s Republic



of China, Jining set up Qufu, Zouxian and Jiaxiang Wuliang Ancestral Temple cultural relics administrative
committees. By 1990 all counties (cities and districts) have set up cultural relics administrative institutions.
Jining set up Jining Cultural Relics Bureau in 1982 to contribute to the protection, collection, investigation,
excavation, promotion and utilization of the cultural relics.

The state-owned cultural relics institutions in Jining have three channels to get the cultural relics
collection: first, solicited by the cultural relics workers in the daily working in the past 60 years, collection from
the waste collection stations, iron-making factories and banks, non-governmental donation, unearthed in the
infrastructure building projects and confiscated in the cultural relics criminal crackdown actions. Second,
unearthed by the cultural relics administration during the archaeological studies. After the foundation of the
People’ s Republic of China, more than 20 sites have been excavated such as the relics of Western Xia Duke,
Yedian, Wangyin Town, Yins” Residence, Xiwu Temple andthe old city of the Lu State. And dozens of ancient
tombs and cultural relics caches were excavated too. Most of the cultural relics unearthed are an important part
of Jining’s collection. What needs to be pointed out is that part of the cultural relics dug from the old city of
the Xue State located in today’ s Zhangwang Town, Tengzhou City are also housed in Jining because it was
under administration of Jining Administrative Office in 1978 when the excavation was conducted. Third, the
cultural relics collected in the Confucius Family Mansion and Mencius Family Mansion. The collection in the
Confucius Family Mansion in particular is very famous in the world in terms of the quantity and quality. Since
Liu Bang, emperor of the Western Han Dynasty, paid reverence to Confucius in Qufu, Confucius family has
been an eminent family irrespective of the dynasty changes. The lineal descents of Confucius had been favored
by emperors of all dynasties since then, offered high posts and awarded land. Thus it was named the First Family
of the World. Because of the special status of Confucius Family Mansion, a batch of cultural relics have been
reserved, especially the costumes and the paper files. On the second day after liberation of Qufu, the People’
s Liberation Army had taken military control in time to the relics of Confucius tombs, temples and residence
to prevent losses of the collection in Confucius residence.

The Article 3 of the Law of the People’ s Republic of China on the Protection of Cultural Relics stipulates,
“Movable cultural relics, such as important material objects, works of art, documents, manuscripts, books,
materials, and typical material objects dating from various historical periods, shall be divided into valuable
cultural relics and ordinary cultural relics; and the valuable cultural relics shall be subdivided into Class I
cultural relics, Class II cultural relics and Class III cultural relics.” Since the promulgation of the Law on the
Protection of Cultural Relics, the cultural relics collection institutions have classified the collection and housed
the cultural relics according to the classification. The members of the national cultural heritage authentication

committee have visited Jining for several times and entrusted Shandong Provincial Cultural Heritage



Authentication Committee to authenticate and classify the major collections after 1990. So far the collected
cultural relics in Jining have been classified and managed according to the classification except the Class I
cultural relics of few counties (cities, districts).

To promote Jining as a city and the rich cultural heritage and the excellent traditional culture of the city,
we compile the data of the Class I cultural relics housed in J ining into a book named the Treasures of Cultural
Relics of Jining. The Class I cultural relics are often considered demoiselle cherished in the imposing dwelling
and seldom seen even by the counterparts. We attempt to show so many treasures in a book so as to give full
play to the resource benefits of the cultural relics.

In the process of compile, we try to maintain the authenticity of the data and offer the background
information of the items. We have made proofread and punctuated some of the classical Chinese and marked
the uncommon words with pronunciation. We hope the book will enable the readers to learn these treasures and

know their value.
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