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Comment on the International Seminar on China in the 1920s
............................................................ Zeng Yeying(1)

From Rapid Ascent to Steep Plunge: The Whole Story of the Hu-
nan Peasant Movement during the Great Revolution
...................................................... Jin Chongji(20)
The Hunan Peasant Movement’s turn from rapid ascent to steep plunge during
the Great Revolution was by no means a matter of chance. Though the Chinese
Communist Party had done some work in rural areas before the Northern Expedi-
tion, its foundation was still very weak. After the Northern Expedition Army en-
tered Hunan, the CCP operated within the law, organizing peasants through peasant
associations at all levels, and immediately launched a vigorous struggle. However,
the struggle had two serious shortcomings. The armed forces of Hunan’s warlords
and landlords were firmly entrenched, yet the CCP only worked on developing a
mass movement and did not pursue a military movement. Once the old forces
launched a fierce counteroffensive, the entire peasant movement failed.

The Shanghai Financial Guild and Certain Domestic Loans Before and

After the Nationalist Government Was Established in Nanjing——

A Comparative Reading of Published and Unpublished Archival

SOUICES =++++ersrrrrmrsrenrsercenmenmmnmnnsncesmnsesrennnnnns Wu Jingping (56)

From April 1927 through the end of 1928, the Shanghai Financial Guild pro-
vided the Nanjing Nationalist Government with a number of loan advances and acted
as its seller for a number of bonds. Although these activities indicated support for the
government, nevertheless the conditions governing whether or not an agreement was
reached to make a loan or bond, the results of clearing these debts, and other ques-
tions were all still based on principles of commercial profit. Internally as well, the
Financial Guild was concerned about both politics and economics in approaching the
issues involved, and often came to decisions only after many rounds of discussion and
careful weighing of costs and benefits. It is clear from the relevant archival sources
that although the Shanghai financial industry profited from its loan advances and its
bond selling activities for the Nationalist Government, it tendency during this period
was not to pursue these opportunities actively. It might be an overly simplistic ap-
proach if one were to take the text of the various agreements reached between the
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two parties and use that as the basis for a quantitative analysis to determine the na-
ture of their relationship.

Censorship, Control and Guidance: A Study of the Shanghai Film

Censorship Committee «-s-s-sesessesesessrseee Wang Chaoguang (87)

Shanghai was the center of China’s film production, distribution, exhibition,
import and export during the Republican period. The establishment of the Shanghai
Film Censorship Committee after the Guomindang gained power and its operation
thereafter reflect the penetration of state power and control into areas of society such
as literature and art, which originally had more free space for development. The
Committee put its emphasis on censoring martial arts and supernatural films, and
those American films which “insult China. ” This was geared to the social psycholo-
gy of the time and created an opening for film censorship, preparing the conditions
for the development of the film censorship system’ s control of the film industry in
the following years. To a certain extent, its censorship policies and operating meth-
ods provided a reference and guide for later film censorship committees, such as
those of the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of the Interior, and the Central
Film Censorship Committee. In the process of the Chinese film censorship system’s
development from voluntary participation to coercion, from individual cases to uni-
versal application, from unofficial to official, and from local to central, the Shanghai
Committee played a very important and indispensable role linking the various steps
together.

The 1920s: The Fragmentation of the Intelligentsia and the Re-organi-
zation of Chinese Society——Tracing Intellectual Divisions A-
mong Colleagues at New Youth Magazine in the “Post-May
Fottth” Patinl soeisssscsssssosmarroonvereenesissssss sss Zhang Qing (122)
The trend of “Post-May Fourth” Chinese intellectual circles was closely related

to the fragmentation of the group at New Youth magazine. After fragmentation,

the members of the New Youth group each set up their own new forums for their
views, and formed different political forces. However, at the time, identification
with various intellectual factions still maintained a strong “cultural flavor”. The no-
tion of an “united front of the intelligentsia” indicates that the intelligentsia still
maintained a differentiation between “us” and “them. ” As Chinese society was reor-
ganized, the position of the “intelligentsia” was also redefined. The “fragmentation”
of intellectual circles became more and more serious during the late 1920s, and in
fact paralleled the reorganization of Chinese society. To trace the divisions among
colleagues at New Youth might help us gain new insights into the trends of “Post-
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May Fourth” (mainly 1920s) Chinese thought and society.

Japan’s Treaty Revision Movement and He Ruzhang’s Understanding
Of the Treaties +-+etsrereeesrectcectecscrurcnaniocenns Dai D)ngyung( 161)
During the late 1870s and early 1880s, Japan’s experience in treaty revision
aimed at “achieving tariff autonomy” and “ending extraterritoriality” was accurately
introduced to China and to Korea—which was one of China’s vassal states at the
time—by China’s first minister to Japan, He Ruzhang. His introduction becarne an
important frame of reference for China in analyzing the unequal treaties, and for Ko-
rea in opening her ports and signing treaties with Japan and the Western powers.
Although He Ruzhang did not succeed in convincing the Qing government to begin a
treaty revision process like Japan’s, it is significant that he regarded conventional
tariffs and extraterritoriality as the two key clauses of China’s unequal treaty sys-
tem. Here lay the historical origins of the movement to repeal the treaties during the
Republican period, in which the Chinese government focused on the two main issues
of conventional tariffs and extraterritoriality. Meanwhile, He Ruzhang’ s treaty
strategy based on Japan’s experiences in treaty revision also provided an important
basis for tariff negotiations between Korea and Japan in 1881—1882, and the Kore-
an-American Friendship and Trade Treaty in 1882.

Hu Shi Suggested Giving up Manchuria and Recognizing “Manchukuo” ; Read-
ing the Unpublished Letters and Telegrams of Modern Chinese Celebrities
............................................................ Yang Tianshi(198)

Catalog of Western Language Publications on Modern Chinese History,
01 = TSR (211)

Catalog of Japanese Publications on Modern Chinese History, 2003
.................................................................................... (231)

Catalog of Publications on Modern Chinese History in Taiwan, Hong
e B T e || ¢ N ———— (281)

General Table of Contents, Modern Chinese History Studies , 2004
T —— (311)

English abstracts translated by Du Jidong and edited by Alexander Beels
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