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Hebei is one of the earliest areas that our country carries out the archaeological
work. The archaeological work in Hebei started from the 1920s, but the large-scale ar-
chaeological work was carried out after the founding of PRC. In the early 1950s, the
cultrual relics work team of Hebei Bureau of Culture was founded, and they carried out
large-scale cultural relics investigation and excavation, which included the Jiangwu city
in Cixian county, Baijiacun village, Jiangou, Guitai, Zhaowangcheng in Handan, Zhao
kiln in Wu’an, Taikou of Yongnian, Caoyanzhuang, Nandaguo, Jiacun village, Yinguo-
cun village, Dongxianxian, Xiguanwai, Nandawang and Dongdong village in Xingtai,
Tomb of Zhang’er in Shijiazhuang, Han Tombs in Dingzhou, Gao’s cemetery in Jing
county, Xiude temple in Quyang, Song Tombs of Shizhuang village in Jingxing, and
those findings helped people get a basic knowledge about the distribution, characteristic
and value of these underground cultural relics in Hebei. Some findings and excavations
made an important effect across the whole nation. For instance, the findings of Jiangou
and Guitai provided important information for us studying the origin and development
of Shang people. Sites of Caoyanzhuang, Nandaguo, Jiacun village, Yinguocun village,
Dongxianxian, Xiguanwai, Nandawang and Dongdong village play a significant role in
studying Zuyi, the 14" king of Shang dynasty, moving to Xing, and Xing’s history and
culture of Western Zhou Dynasty. The reaserch findings influence greatly in China.

In 1970s, the archaeologists found the famous Cishan Ruins in Wu’an, which pro-
vides us important materials to know the production, living and society of our ancestors
in the Central Plains area lived 7, 000 to 9,000 years ago, and which plays a significant
role in studying the origin and development of dry farming in China. And at the same
time, some well-known sites were found, such as the Shang Dynasty Ruins in Taixi of
Gaocheng, the King’s Tomb of Zhongshan Country in Warring States, the Tomb of the
Zhongshan King under the Han Dynasty in Mancheng, Remains of Secondary Capital of
Yan, Site of the Lingshou State Capital in Zhongshan, Sanguan Ruins in Weixian county,
the Western Zhou Tombs in Xizhang village in Yuanshi, the Tomb of Li Xizong in Nanx-
ingguo village in Zanhuang and the Tomb of Cui Ang in the Northern Qi Dynasty (550-
577) in Pingshan, etc.. The King’" s Tomb of Zhongshan Country in Warring Stateand
the Tomb of the Zhongshan King under the Han Dynasty in Mancheng is one of the 100
major archeological discoveries in 20" century in China. Lots of unearthed cultural relics
reveal the high production technology and the handicraft level. The unearthing of mys-
terious King’s Tomb of Zhongshan Country provides us lots of exquisite cultrual relics.
And the excavation of Tombs of Zhongshan Prince Jingwang under the Western Han
Dynasty and his wife, Douguan, in Lingshan Mountain in Mancheng, unearthed superb
Jade clothes sewn with gold wire and changxin palace lamp, etc., which reveals the ex-



tensive and profound Han civilization, and is of important value to study Han history and
culture. These archaeological findings and research once made a great impact across the
whole nation, and contributed to the progress of Hebei archeological work.

Since 1980s, the archeological work in Hebei has been developing by leaps and
bounds. Nihewan-becken in the Palaeolithic Age achieved breakthrough. Our archaeolo-
gists unearthed the Nanzhuangtou Ruins, Neolithic Sites in Shibeikou in Yongnian and
Xizhai, Yabazhuang Site, Ruins of the Imperial Palace of Qin in Beidaihe River, ar'ld
Painted Tombs at Wanzhang, etc..

From 1990s, with the rapid economic development of China, the focus of archeo-
logical work shifted to the preservation of the cultrual relics during the capital construc-
tion. And during this period, lots of important sites and tombs were found and plenty of
elegant and precious cultrual relics were unearthed, such as the Site of Beifudi, Tombs in
Neolithic Age at Jiangjialiang in Yangyuan, Nanxiaowang Ruins in Xingtai, Site of Geji-
azhuang village, Site of Dongxianxian, Shang Tombs at Beizhuangzi in Dingzhou, Tomb
of King Changshan at Gaozhuang village in Luquan, Yecheng city Ruins, Tombs of the
Northern Dynasties at Cixian County, Tomb of Wang Chuzhi in Quyang, Liao Tombs in
Xuanhua, Jingxing Kiln, Tomb of Shi Tianze at Houtaibao in Shijiazhuang, Remains of
Middle Capital of Yuan and Site of the Dressing Hall, etc.. All those provide a fund of
object materials for the Archaeology and History research. Some of these findings were
judged the top ten discoveries in Chinese archaeology in that year, such as Ruins of the
Imperial Palace of Qin in Beidaihe River, Liao Tombs in Xuanhua, Shang Tombs at Bei-
zhuangzi in Dingzhou, Remains of Middle Capital of Yuan, Site of Yujiagou in Nihewan-
becken, Beifudi and Tombs of the Northern Dynasties at Cixian County.

The above-mentioned archaeological findings are just part of the archaeological
gains in Hebei since 1960s, but they epitomize the fruits achieved by several generations
of archaeologists with their joint efforts under the care and political leadership of the
Party and the government, and under the guidance of the Party and country’s archaeo-
logical principles and policies. These findings reflect the great achievement obtained by
Hebei since the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949 and also show the
important position Hebei’s archaeological work takens in China’s archaeology.

At The 17th Party Congress, the general requirements of Cultural development
and prosperity have been put forward, and the archaeological work now faces new chal-
lenges as well as opportunities. Hebei occupies a special geographical position in the
cultural regional system of China’s archaeology by connecting the Central Plains with
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the northern area. It’s the frontier at where the culture of south and north mutually melts,
therefore it is of great significance to research on the form and development of Chinese
diverse integral structure and the origin of Chinese civilization. As for the young archae-
oligists of Hebei, they should make full use of this advantage, give more attention to the
exploration and research, and bring a new breakthrough to the archaeological excavation
and research in Hebei.

To strengthen the academic values and academic research consciousness is the
premise of deepening the academic research, and to strengthen the external cooperation
in academic research and research projects is the catalyst for improving the overall re-
search level and strength. So, to deal with the archaeological work, the scientific concept
of development must be firmly implanted in mind, and more emphasis should be given to
the talent cultivation and the apply of the modern technological methods in the archaeo-
logical research and preservation. And to improve the technology content of archaeologi-
cal work, the multilateral cooperation with academic organization both home and abroad
should be strengthened.

History never stops its step, so does the human society. Nowadays, the modern
technology changes rapidly, thus we must keep abreast of the times, seize the opportu-
nity and blaze new trails in a pioneering spirit. Only by doing so can we improve the
archaeological work in Hebei Province.

To welcome the 60" anniversary of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), Hebei
Institute of Cultural Relics compiled the book, “The Important Archaeological Find-
ings in Hebei” , to show the archaeological gains achieved by several generations of
archaeologists as well as to encourage the young archaeologists to carry forward the fine
tradition, enforce the sense of responsibility and mission to preserve the historical and
cultural legacy and to preserve, research and utilize our country’s splendid historical and
cultural legacy more consciously.

ZHANG Lifang
12009.11.6



