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PREFACE

This Chinese-English dictionary is the work of Mr. Lee Yu-wen
of Peiyang University. Its preparation required several years of labori-
ous work. The reference works ccnsulted included Chinese-English,
English-Chinese, Japanese-English, English-Japanese dictionaries; Eng-
lish, Chinese, and Japanese phrase dictionaries, and books on technical
and scientific terminology. The number of volumes made use ot
was more than eighty, besides over forty kinds of other reference books
were consulted. The work was edited by Dr. V. K. Lee and Mr. Woo
Kwang-kien, two well-known Anglo-Chinese scholars. The following
are some of the features of this useful work:

The dictionary treats of about 10,000 characters, with more than
50,000 phrases. ‘T'ne characters selected are based on the New Diction-
ary of the Chinese language published by the Commercial Press, the
supplement of the Dictionary being combined with the body of the book.
The romanization follows Wade’s system.

The definitions of each character are arranged in order with
Arabic figures. When a character has only one meaning in Chinese

but can take several English equivalents, the different equivalents are
given.

Japanese-English dictionaries are arranged alphabetically ac-
cording to the romanization of the Japanese characters, and Chinese-
English dictionaries compiled by foreigners adopt this method. But,
because the Chinese characters are not pronounced alike in different
localities, this dictionary follows the old system of arrangemeut"&s‘jound
in the K '‘ang Hsi Dictionary. -

Technical terms, slang, proverbs,” maxims, and idiomatic and
familiar phrases are put in. Proper names, as names of placesin China,
are also included. Chemical terms are accompanied by their formulas,
and names of other sciences are indicated with characters in parentheses.

In cases where the definitions are not sufficiently clear, additional
explanations are given within parentheses.

Characters that may be written in two ways, generally one proper
and the other vulgar, as B{ and ffl, both forms are given; but the
definition appears only under the proper character—under B in this
case—but under f] the phrase ‘‘vide B{"’ is supplied.
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Some characters are explained by other characters;e.g., fif means
BE. Somehave the same meaning; e,g., £ is the same as Bf. Someare
interchangeable; e.g., fif% is interchangeable with fifi. Some are the
same though written differently; e.g., BR is the same as %. Some may
be used for other characters; e.g., B may be used for 2&. Insuch cases,
definitions are given only to ¥ BE fifi % 2&, and reference is made to
them for definitions for the other equivalent characters.

Names formed of two characters; as, fif§ 48, B Ef, are given under
their leading characters. For the other characters, direction is given
as to under what character the definition is to be found.

Two indexes are given at the end of the volume. In one the
characters are arranged according to the number of strokes, and in
the other the characters are arranged alphabetically according to
Wade’s system of romanization.
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