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The “ The First GuangZhou Biennial Art Fair ( The Oil Section) ” in 1992 had left a topic for
dicussion in the art circle. , .

It is not surprising that there should be varied evaluations of the sucess and loss of an art event. In a time
of multi—faceted vetues and dicoures systems, it is only natural that we should have so many what we may
call “reasonable” critical examinations. Whether these examinations are positive or negative, whether
they are directed toward any aspect, that an exhibition can stir up so much “ gossip’ and become an undy-
ing topic is a proof for its effect on artistic reality. The exploration of combining art and market, and the
effort to establish a totally new working mechanism for art circulation has shown an emergance of a new era
——a democraticc multi—centered art system which will eventually overthrow the totalitarian central
' power in our art world.,

The articles published here have different ideas on the “ GuangZhou Biennial Art Fair’ , and the au
thors of the articles had, to different extents, partlclpated in the evant. We believe that these ideas will
have quite a significance for assessment of the Art Fair s historical and artistic values.

Guan Ce and Zhou Chunya are artists who pay much attention to their own artistic evolution as well as

“ craftsmanship” . in some critical points of view, they would not be regarded as standing at the very

front of the “ avant—garde” . We would argue, however, that art would not only mean vavrious

trends, but also those unique and independent characters who cannot be included in any kind of trend. We

are sure that our readers will understand what we mean by artistic evolutionand “ craftrsmanship” after
reading the critical papers and printed works in this issue,

Sun Ping is somewhat different from Guan Ce and Zhou Chunya in that he always works with a keen
| eye on our day—to—day'reality. In his recent artistic activtites we could see many alternatives and possi-
bilities. In works published in this issue, Sun Ping has created a strong ironic critical effect by juxtaposi-
. tion of the Western artisitic and cultural logotypes and the Chinese archpunctural points.

Yidan March, 10, 1993
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