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Unit One
Open Your Mouth

Teaching Tips for Oral English Teachers
Tip One Use English as the main classroom language

The communicative goal of oral English course should be ever-present throughout the
whole course. It should be emphasized from the start by establishing English as the main
classroom language. Constant, consistent use of routine classroom expressions gradually
get students accustomed to them. Asking and discussing all sorts of questions in English
can make students feel that they are using English for a purpose. To start with, control
the range of language you use: speak naturally, but fairly slowly and carefully. Broaden
the range and increase the speed as students advance.

Topic 1 Oral English

Part One Ice-breaker

Tell the students to stand up. You tell the students to do things. When you say
“Simon says ...” they must do it. When you say “Do” something, but you don’t say
“Simon says”, they must do nothing. For example:

Simon says clap your hands!

Simon says put your finger on your nose!

Put your finger on your chin!



Simon says put your hand on your knee!
Put your hands on your arms!
Those who do it when you don’t say “Simon says” must sit down and are out of the game.

Part Two Core Texts for Reading
Text One

From Dumb English to Smart English

Most students entering university have studied English for at least seven years but
they still find it difficult to use English in even the simplest of conversations. Does this
mean that Chinese students are lazy or not very bright? No! The answer is that there are
fundamental problems in how English is taught in the Chinese educational system. Below
are some reasons why this is so.

Exams but not communication

The educational system has certain goals to achieve. These goals focus more on
understanding the language rather than its usage. One of the principle goals, which
contribute to the difficulty so many students face, is the need to pass exams. From the age
of eleven, Chinese students study English with the primary aim of passing exams; not to
use English as a working (or spoken) language. Although some students may get high
marks in exams they may find it difficult to talk with a native English speaker. This
failure in communication is not due to lack of vocabulary, or knowledge of grammar, but
simply, due to lack of practice in speaking English. English should be studied as a
practical language for everyday use, in the exchange of ideas, and information, not just
for the purpose of passing exams. This is one of the first hurdles that you, the reader,
need to overcome if you want to be a good speaker. Understanding the problem is half
way to finding the solution. In this case, the problem is not enough practice in using the
language as a means of communicating with others.

Memorization rather than understanding

Much of Chinese education is based on rote learning rather than developing a deeper
understanding through the mind. This can lead to problems in learning English when
students learn set phrases and sentences but do not use them correctly in conversation or
in writing. Students need to understand the questions they are asked and then to think
before they speak so that they give a correct answer. The emphasis should not be so much
on what to say but why. Some students will ask “What is the RIGHT way to say this” and
“What is the RIGHT way to answer that” when students stumble upon two different turns
of phrase for the same situation. They get confused in these situations for want of a more
creative approach to the language than that instilled by overly-rote learning.
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Too much emphasis on grammar

All languages have grammatical rules that help the language learner to understand
the basic building blocks supporting that language. Grammar is necessary but under the
Chinese educational system too much emphasis is placed on grammar at the expense of
using that language. Students know the right words but often cannot use them to make
sentences. However, when talking, sentences are more important than grammar because
communication is the key. The emphasis in communication is on fluency whereas in
grammar and writing the emphasis is accuracy. Native English speakers will generally
overlook grammatical mistakes because they are more interested in what the student is
trying to communicate. Catching the meaning is more important than correcting the mistakes.

Conclusion

English is a global language spoken and read widely all over the world. To learn
English is to learn how to communicate with much of an outside world that is entering
China in ever increasing ways. Yes, there is a need in schools to test English through
exams but a greater emphasis should be placed on English as a communicative tool to be
used rather than a subject to be studied. Grammar has a place in teaching and it is vital to
learn what makes up a language and how that language is structured but words are placed
in sentences and sentences are expressed in communication. Communication in English
learning is the key and to communicate we must first listen and speak, which is how we
learnt our mother tongue. “Dumb English” must be replaced by “Smart English” where
brain and tongue are both actively used together. Language is not neutral and comes to us
with a cultural and literary background which can be used to make English come alive
because English is a living language. Let’s smarten up our “dumb English” so that we can
communicate in this brave new world of global English.

Questions for Discussion

1. How many years have you spent on learning English? How do you evaluate your
oral English proficiency?

2. What is your comment on the status quo of English teaching in China? Is it
successful or not? Why?

3. What are the problems in English teaching which hinder students from speaking
fluent English?

4. Is it necessary to have oral English courses in middle school or colleges?

5. In order to enter middle school or university at both undergraduate and graduate
level, Chinese students have to take English exams which concentrate on writing
and reading. Do you think it’s reasonable to include English as one subject in all

these entrance examinations?



Text-related Words

contribute to F3, K overly-rote ARiEE
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instill & vital EFEEM

Text Two

The Importance of Speaking Practice

There are 4 key skills when you learn a language: listening, speaking, reading and
writing. Which one of these is the “Odd-One-Out”? Which one of these is different from
the other three? The answer is speaking. The other three you can do alone, on your
own, without anyone else. You can listen to the radio alone. You can read a book alone.
You can write a letter alone. But you can’t really speak alone! Speaking to yourself can
be “dangerous” because men in white coats may come and take you away!

That is why you should make every effort possible to find somebody to speak with.
Where can you find people who can speak English with you? And how can you practice
speaking when you are alone?

At school

If you go to a language school, you should use the opportunity to speak to your
teachers and other students. When you go home, you can still practice listening, reading
and writing, but you probably can’t practice speaking. If your teacher asks you a
question, take the opportunity to answer. Try to say as much as possible. If your teacher
asks you to speak in pairs or groups with other students, try to say as much as possible.
Don’t worry about your mistakes. Just speak!

Conversation clubs

Many cities around the world have conversation clubs where people can exchange
one language for another. Look in your local newspaper to find a conversation club near
you. They are usually free although some may charge a small entrance fee.

Shopping

If you are living in an English-speaking country, you have a wonderful opportunity.
Practice speaking to the local people such as shop assistants or taxi drivers. Even if you
don’t want to buy anything, you can ask questions about products that interest you in a
shop. “How much does this cost?” “Can I pay by cheque?” “Which do you recommend?”
Often you can start a real conversation — and it costs you nothing!

Pubs and bars
Even if you don’t live in an English-speaking country, there are often American,
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British, Irish and Australian pubs in many large cities. If you can find one of these pubs,
you’ll probably meet many people speaking English as a first or second language.

Language is all around you

Everywhere you go you find language: shop names, street names, advertisements,
notices on buses and trains, etc. Even if you are not in an English-speaking country,
there are often a lot of English words you can see when walking in the street, especially
in big cities. And there are always numbers: car numbers, telephone numbers, house
numbers, etc. How can this help you? When you walk down the street, practice reading
the words and numbers that you see. Say them to yourself. It’s not exactly a
conversation, but it will help you to “think” in English. For example, if you walk along
a line of parked cars, say the number on each car quickly as you pass it. Test yourself, to
see how fast you can walk and still say each number. But don’t speak too loud!

Songs and video

Listen to the words of an English-language song that you like. Then repeat them to
yourself and try to sing with the music. Repeat the words as many times as possible until
they become automatic. Soon you’ll be singing the whole song. Or listen to one of your
favorite actors on video and repeat one or two sentences that you like. Do it until it
becomes automatic. It’s good practice for your memory and for the mouth muscles that
you need for English.

Above all, don't be afraid to speak. You must try to speak, even if you make mistakes.
You cannot learn without mistakes. There is a saying: “The person who never made a mistake
never made anything.” So think of your mistakes as something positive and useful.

Speak as much as possible! Make as many mistakes as possible! When you know that
you have made a mistake, you know that you have made progress.

Questions for Discussion

1. Which one of the four key language skills is most useful for you now?

2. Which method do you like best to practice oral English?

3. Can you name some other methods or occasions of practicing oral English that are
not mentioned in the article?

4. Ts it possible or realistic for us to learn to speak native-like English in China? Why
or why not?

5. What’s your understanding of the saying “The person who never made a mistake
never made anything”?

Text-related Word

0Odd-One-Out HAAR[EH entrance fee AIG#H
look in #r#k



Part Three Topic-related Words

accent OF

accuracy H#ERAME:
bilingual XUEH)

Chinglish(Chinese English) 3%

clarity V&

cross-talk A
dialect H#E
dialogue Xti%
fluency itk
grammar &5
imitate {5
inadequate AN
initiative £ 31, B FEEH
interpret ¥
intonation 1&g
lexical ia)JCHY
liaison EH#E
monologue 77
mother tongue £HE

Part Four Speaking Activities

Task 1

Individual Work — Picture Description

Directions: Look at the following pictures.

description of it .

motivation B

opusculum /i

panic R

recite 1§

retell ¥k

semantic i& X

stammer  £5EL 165

stress HF

syntax A

tone EiH

verbal 3Ly

vocabulary ")

weird XA

whisper /N, HiE

a lack of confidence #t= H{Z
mouth movements [ &3]
oral composition [ 3L
tongue twister £§M04

Select one of them and make a detailed
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Task 2

Pair Work-Q & A

Directions: Talk to your desk partner about the following questions. Take turns to invite

responses. Then volunteer pairs will be selected to present a conversation in front of the

whole class.

1.

Task 3

When did you begin to learn English? Can you share your English learning
experience with us?

. Many kids start learning English in kindergarten. Do you think it necessary for

Chinese students to learn English at such an early stage?
Is it justified for colleges in China to associate the diploma with the CET 4
certificate?

. Can you express yourself in English fluently even if you are good at English

examinations?

Group Discussion - My Way of Learning English

Directions: Watch the video and have a discussion within each group on the following

topic . One group representative shall summarize the group discussion’s result and present a

short report to the whole class .

Make a discussion on “my way of learning English”. The discussing questions can be
as follows:

1.

[$2BF VLI WV

How do you improve your oral English outside the classroom?

How much do you speak English each day?

What do you think is the most effective way of learning oral English?

Do you think it is necessary/practical to learn to speak oral English well in China?
Why do we Chinese bother to learn English?



Task 4
Role Play — Seminar

Directions ; Some students are talking about “ the reasons why I cannot speak English well”
in class. The students elaborate on the problems one by one. One student , who is selected
10 act as the teacher, should make a list on the blackboard. After that, the “teacher”
and the class may discuss the possible ways to solve those problems.

Lack of speaking environment
1. Make an English speaking friend and talk to him/her by means of the internet.
2. Talk to yourself/recite some passages.
3. Talk to some English speaking friends on trips or in some special social occasions.

Problems in pronunciation and intonation
1. Listen to one tape whose speaker’s pronunciation and intonation you want to imitate.
2. Listen to it for many times, and then try to imitate it and make a recording.
3. Compare the two tapes, get to know your shortcoming, and imitate the original again.
4. Make another copy of your imitation. Continue the work until there is no such big
difference.

Task 5
Group Work — Debate

lan we learn to speak oral English fluently in Chinall

Arguments for PRO Side

1. Make friends with the English speaking exchange students on our campus.

2. Watch for notices of English activities such as English corners or English speaking
contests, and join in whenever you can.

3. Watch the TVB-Pearl and ATV-World to improve your listening skills. Try
watching the news in English instead of Chinese. If you watch a movie and it has
subtitles, try taping a paper over them. Listening to others talk is a good
preparation for talking yourself.

4. Listen to the radio. You could get up five minutes earlier and listen to the news in English.

5. Make an English speaking friend on internet, then talk to him or her once in a
while by means of internet.

Arguments for CON Side
1. They don’t have enough vocabulary to express themselves.
2. They don’t master the grammar well.
3. They lack the language environment.



4. There is no use in reality for some English words or sentence patterns they have
learned in class.
5. They have difficulty in imitating the native pronunciation and intonation.

Part Five Sample Speech
Cellular Phones: New Learning Options on the Go

Cellular phones, Voice Over IP phones, Internet phones. Wow, so many choices
that now provide you with opportunities to learn languages while you’re on the go —
Mobile Learning.

In the past, students were either limited to learning languages in a classroom
environment or from their computers, however, with the development of different
phone services, students can surf the Internet, download music or audio files, or even
language-learning modules, or content, that they can view or hear from their cell
phones. This is all part of distance education. If by chance all of these services haven’t
reached you yet, you can do simple things with a conversational partner or teacher to
make the most of your situation and the cell phone you have.

Here are two ideas:

Plan a regular conversation with a friend in English, two or three times a week.
Think of a topic of conversation beforehand(e. g. free time activities, shopping, family,
entertainment, etc. ) and speak with this person for 10 to 15 minutes. If you plan the
basic topic in advance, you and your partner will have time to consider the language
structures, vocabulary and expression you can use.

Next, send a picture to a friend and have him or her describe in your next
conversation. For instance, if you have been talking on eating out, send a picture of your
favorite restaurant and be prepared to describe it in your next conversation.

The cellular learning craze has only just begun, and more and more innovative
learning ideas are certainly just around the corner.

Part Six Bilingual Sayings
1. IEWERWMII,
A good tongue is a good weapon.
2. HHBRMESE,
Saying and doing are two different things.
3. BT HERE.
Actions speak louder than words.
4. Mg A RF .
An enemy’s mouth seldom speaks well.
5. REHE.

Talk much, and err much.



Part Seven Home Task — Video Watching
A New Mania for Learning English in China
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Topic 2 Public Speaking

Part One Ice-breaker

“YOU WILL NEVER GUESS ... 1”isan expression used in English when you want
to tell someone something surprising. For instance. when you scored over 90% in an
exam: “you will never guess what mark I got for English in the exam”! The students can
work in small groups. The teacher writes hints on slips of paper ad give a hint to each
group. The students have to make up the surprising information, saying, “You will never
guess What/Where/How ... !” For example, if the hint is my parents did , student A
from the group says, “You will never guess what my parents did at the weekend!”
Student B asks, “What was that? ” Then all the group members take part in the
discussion to make up a reasonable story.

Part Two Core Texts for Reading
Text One

The Best Way to Succeed Is Not to Consider Yourself a Public Speaker!

While it may seem paradoxical, the best way to succeed as a public speaker is not to
consider yourself a public speaker at all. Many of us have exaggerated views of what
successful public speakers do. We often assume that to be successful ourselves, we must
strive very hard to bring forth certain idealistic qualities we presently lack.

Consequently, we struggle desperately to emulate those personal characteristics of
other speakers which we wrongly believe are responsible for their public speaking
success. In other words, we try to become someone other than ourselves! We try to be a
public speaker, whatever that image means to us. The truth about public speaking is that
most successful speakers got that way by doing just the opposite! They didn’t try to be

1"



