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International Forum on PCST Studies and the
17th National Symposium on Theoretical Study of Sci-
ence Popularization held successfully from 16th to
18th of May, 2010 in Beijing. The theme of this con-
ference is the Retrospect and Prospect of Theoretical
Studies of Science Popularization in the Past 30 Years,
with the purpose of retrospecting the evolution of the
theoretical studies of science popularization at home
and abroad during the past 30 years and discussing the
law of development and tendency of the theoretical
studies of science popularization in the future.

China Institute for Science Popularization has
successfully sponsored National Symposium on Theo-
retical Study of Science Popularization for 17 rounds in
succession since the first one held in 1991. With the
support and participation of various social sectors, the
overall quality of each symposium, especially that of
the papers, has seen considerable improvement con-
stantly. This is the first time for the Symposium to run
an International Forum on PCST Studies in its history,
with 13 foreign experts from 11 countries, including
USA, Britain, Canada, India, Australia and etc. ,
being invited to give presentation on the symposium.
The number of participants of this symposium breaks a
record, as more than 500 participants at home and a-
broad attending the conference and taking part in the

exchange and discussion. This conference received




more than 300 papers, and through strict evaluation by
the committee of experts, 170 papers were accepted
while more than 60 papers were ranked as excellent
ones. Due to the high quality of papers, the symposi-
um becomes the most diversified one in its formation.
It set up 3 plenary sessions and seven sub — forums,
with 17 scholars giving presentations on the plenary
sessions and more than 150 participants making their
speeches on the sub — forums. They had communica-
ted and discussed on different aspects and from differ-
ent perspectives in a warm atmosphere and achieved
good results.

With a view to communicating the results of this
symposium broadly, the conference organizer formally
publishes this proceedings, which collected 107 pa-
pers under the recommendation of the committee of ex-
perts and the agreement of the authors. These papers
refer to Basic Theory and Policy of Science Communi-
cation, Theory and Practice of Science Popularization
Resources Construction, Theory and practice of Scien-
tific Literacy Construction for Key Groups of People,
Citizen’ s Scientific Literacy Construction and Monito-
ring and Evaluation, Science Writing and Its Diverse
Thinking etc. It is expected that this proceedings
could be helpful to science popularization practitioners
to understand the context and direction of science pop-

ularization at home and abroad all through the past 30



years.

At the time of the opening of this conference,
. China Research Institute for Science Popularization al-
so ushered its 30th anniversary. Ms. Cheng Dong-
hong, the Executive Secretary of China Association for
Science and Technology, on behalf of the Executive
Secretariat of CAST addressed important speech at the
30 — year Anniversary Celebration of China Research
Institute for Science Popularization and the opening
ceremony of the International Forum on PCST Studies
and the 17th National Symposium on the Theoretical
Study of Science Popularization respectively. She put
forward a new claim to China Research Institute for
Science Popularization and hoped “ China Research
Institute for Science Popularization could be the leader
of theoretical and practical research of science popu-
larization in China, could be at the forefront of inter-
national science communication research, and could
yield more achievements, cultivate more talents and
make more contributions”. In the future, under the
leadership of China Association for Science and Tech-
nology, China Research Institute for Science Populari-
zation will keep this claim as its objective. Mean-
while, in line with the spirit of “great unity and Large
— scale cooperation”, China Research Institute for
Science Popularization will continually devote itself to

construct the communication bridge and platform




between science popularization theories and science
popularization practices, and make efforts to promote
the popularity and effect of National Symposium on the
Theoretical Study of Science Popularization, turning it
truly the brand conference on science popularization

theories and practices.

General Director of CRISP

Ren Fujun
August, 2010
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