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Preface

Following the Laaxingfuynan Cemetery in Yun County and Important Archaeological Discoveries
of South-North Water Diversion Project of Hubei Province, Hubei Administration of Cultural
Heritage issued Treasures Along Han and Dan Rivers, another book to present the important
achievements of cultural heritage protection in Hubei Reservoir Area of South-North
Water Diversion Project. The book displays in a systematic way the excellent cultural relics
unearthed in this area in recent years.

For several years, Hubei Administration of Cultural Heritage has paid great attention
to cultural heritage preservation and carried out fruitful work in Hubei Reservoir
Area of South-North Water Diversion Project through scientific plan and efficient
organization. As a result, a large quantity of archaeological relics were unearthed and
some breakthroughs were made in academic domains, which enabled us to construct a
framework of ancient cultural evolution and to characterize the unique regional culture
in the area. In my opinion, the masterpicces of cultural relics presented in this antique
catalog are perfectly indicative of the ancient cultural development in the area.

This region is abundant in Paleolithic remains, for example, the Yunxian Man about
1 million years ago, the Yunxi Man about 100,000 years ago. From these sites were
unearthed a large quantity of stone artifacts well dated and diverse mammal fossils
which bear clear characters of transitional area between south and north China. These
sites provide important evidence to explore Paleolithic hominids and their cultural
chronology in Paleolithic and their cultural communications between south and north
of China.

The Neolithic remains in the area reflect complex cultural information. The stratum
and the features of remains unveiled so far have made it possible to construct the
archaeological cultural sequence and pedigree in the area. In an article published,
Qiao Liang and 1 pointed out that the 1st stage of Hougang Culture had spread
southward to Hanshui River, which can be represented by Dianzihe and Hujiawo
sites in Yun County. Later, as Yunxian Dasi site shows, the late Banpo Culture in the
Yellow River Basin and the Xiyin Culture entered in this region and developed into a
regional cultural type inheriting the elements of the 1st stage of Hougang Culture. The
archaeological culture of this pedigree has been existing until the 4th stage of Banpo
Culture. Then, although the culture of the Yangtze River thrived and Qujialing Culture
and Shijiahe Culture dominated, strong regional characters were impressed in this
area. On the whole, the early phase of archacological culture in the Neolithic of the
area belonged to the prehistoric culture of the Yellow River Basin while the late phase
belonged to that of the Yangtze River Basin, which demonstrated diverse pedigree and
the interaction, communication, fusion and development of the cultural elements from
the Yellow River and Yangtze River basins during the Neolithic.

Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties were an important stage of Chinese civilization
development. however, it was a long time that the cultural feature was unclear from
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lack of cultural remains. I'm pleased to see that Liaowadianzi Site in Yun County and
Xiongjiazhuang Site in Danjiangkou excavated so far filled the gap in this period.
Besides the obvious regional features, some cultural remains dating to Xia Period were
influenced by the culture of the Yellow River Basin in the same period, especially
Erlitou Culture. The features of the main vessels such as /4 cauldron, dox# container and
large-mouthed zun vase are identical to those of typical Shang Culture, which were
dated back to the period between the upper Erligang Culture and the 1st phase of Yin
Ruins. This phenomenon reflected that the Shang Culture might have dominated this
area. During late Shang Dynasty and mid Western Zhou Period, the remains, which
were represented by flat-legged / cauldron, showed obvious regional features. Such
remains had no relationship with the Shang Culture; instead, they had something
to do with the Chu Culture after the mid Western Zhou Dynasty. Therefore, they
are important clues to explore the origin of the Chu Culture. During the Eastern
Zhou Period, the area was characterized by the development of Chu Culture. For
example, the Qiaojiayuan Cemetery in Yun County and Beitaishanmiao Cemetery
in Danjiangkou were densely arranged in an orderly manner, bearing clear cultural
features and representing an important regional type of Chu Culture.

Therefore, we can see that in the Neolithic Age and in Xia, Shang, Zhou dynasties,
it was in this region that different ancient cultural elements of the Yangtze River
and Yellow River basins contended, collided, communicated and fused mutually.
It demonstrated the basic law of the evolution of archaeological culture, namely,
“inheriting, absorbing, fusing and innovating”. So this region occupied an important
position in Chinese civilization development and in the formation and development of
integration of divers Chinese cultures.

After Qin Dynasty unified the whole country, Chinese civilization entered into the
stage of empire. The ancient cultures here showed not only their own regional features
but also those of the Chinese civilization as a whole. It may be unnecessary to give
detailed description here.

In general, Handan area, which occupied a strategic position in Chinese history, is
an important region for the communication, collision and fusion of ancient cultures
originating from the Yangtze River and Yellow River basins. This is also a key area to
explore some important academic issues such as the origin and development of the
humans, the formation of the Chinese civilization and the evolution of Chu Culture.
As the cultural heritage protection of the South-North Water Diverson Project is

ongoing in an orderly manner, I look forward to more new scientific works.

Zhang Zhongpei

Director-General of Archaeological Society of China
August 2009
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