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MAJOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES IN CHINA IN 2011
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his site lies in the Yingtaogou Scenic Spot
Twithin the southwestern suburbs of Zhengzhou
City, Henan Province, situated in the eastern
extension of Mt. Songshan, on the second terrace
east of the Jiunianmiao River, a tributary of the
upper Jialu River. In April to August 2011, the
Archaeological, Antiquarian and Museological
College of Peking University and the Zhengzhou
Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and

Archaeology carried out jointly the first excavation

of the site. In the opened area of 50 sq m, they

]
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Retouched Bone Artifacts

MAJOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES IN CHINA IN 2011

discovered tens of thousands of cultural relics,
including stone and bone artifacts, and relatively
intact and fragmentary animal bones. Among the
revealed vestiges are over 20 spots of fire using, as
well as floors of ancient people’s activities related
to those finds. The excavation results made up the
gap of that time in the knowledge of the Paleolithic
culture of Central Plains and East Asian continent,
and provided greatly significant new material for
understanding the origin and evolution of modern
man and their culture in China and East Asia.

E2EE=Tay

Used Bone Artifacts
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Distribution of Stone Artifacts in the Southeast of the Second
Layer in Excavation Square T3 of Locality Zhanghuokou
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Hand axes in Excavation from the Second Layer in Excavation
Trench TG2 of Locality Zhanghuokou
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n October 2010 to December 2011,
Ithe Joint Archaeological Team from
the Shaanxi Provincial Institute of
Archaeology, the Institute of Vertebrate
Paleontology and Paleoanthropology,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, the Luonan
County Museum and Nanjing University
carried out salvage excavation on the
Paleolithic Mengwa and Zhanghuokou
sites lying on the second terrace in
the western Luonan Basin within the
eastern Qinling Mountains. The revealed
cultural remains include above 20,000
stone artifacts of various types yielded
from the sites proper, a number of
stone artifacts unknown in stratigraphic
relationship collected round the sites, and
operation spots of primitive men’s stone
implements chipping. These discoveries
have important academic value to the
further study and understanding of the
chronology of Paleolithic sites, the
nature of stone industries, the living
environments and subsistence of ancient
people in the Qinling Mountains situated
in the transitional zone between North
and South China, and the comparison of

Paleolithic industries between the East

Part of the Dense Stone Artifacts in the Northeastern Corner of the

Third Layer of Excavation Square T5 and Those in the Southeastern

Corner of Excavation Square T6 of Locality Zhanghuokou

8

and the West and the technical exchange

and spread of early human communities.
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