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uzhou is a city of gardens, and it is also true to
call it a garden of urban surroundings.

Record shows that Suzhou gardens reached their
prime in the Ming Dynasty, when they numbered
altogether 271, of which 69 still remained in the
1980's. At present, 17 such sites are open to the
public.

"Man-made as they are, they appear as works of
Nature." That probably explains why Suzhou
gardens excel among all classical gardens in China.
It is crucial for Suzhou gardens, featuring either
waters or rockery, to imitate and reproduce the
essence of Nature. The Surging Waves Garden is
acaseinpoint. It differs with othersin
that water embraces the garden from
outside and becomes an integrate part
of a natural garden instead of being
enclosed inside the gardenas in most
cases. As you watch the crystal brook
with swimming fishes flow down
underfootand wonder whereit is from
and bound for , you get a genuine
feeling ‘of its pulse and vitality — the
appeal of Nature.

Whereas water enlivens the scenes
of the Surging Waves Garden, it
highlights the Humble Administrator's
Garden in another typical manner.
Here, over eighty percent of the buildings are
erected at the edge of the water, and looking
through the variety of latticed windows, you will be
intrigued by the delicate pond and artificial hillocks
complementing one another, by the age-old
magnolias and elms, the multi-shaped rockeries
along the water, and by the half-hidden pavilions
across the water and tree groves along hill slopes,
and you seem to find yourself amidst a natural lake,
casting into oblivion all the earthly worries and
fraud.

Another typical example is seen in the Lion
Grove Garden, known as the Kingdom of Rockery,

Foreword

where a wide array of rocks evokes the visitor's
imagination by giving resemblances to many lions
and also fish and birds, crabs and turtles, in an
implicit yet thought-provoking way. "Living in a
bustling town as you see me, I seem to find myself
in a mountain forest." Depiction like this has been
made by many a scholar to marvel at the superb
workmanship of rockery in the Lion Grove Garden,
said to give the visitor such great pleasure as to
dispel all his worries.

Limited space is another feature of Suzhou
gardens, which matches the size of a small city. The
Cracked Grain Garden has an area of
only 0.014 hectare, and there are
probably gardens even smaller than that.
The Humble Administrator's Garden,
boasting to be the first largest,is no
more than 10 acres of land.

Suzhou gardens being small in space,
it would be unwise to present their
scenery in a straight manner. In stead, it
should be gradually revealed from
different angles so that you cannot
cover the whole in one glance, thus the
characteristic of winding pathways
leading to varied prospects. All kinds
of architecture are well adapted to the
natural terrain of the garden in irregular
and rhythmic layout so that buildings become part
of the scenery and the scenery imparts a deeper
meaning. This is best exemplified in the delicate
the Master-of-Nets Garden, where a small garden
reflects a much bigger world and where you get a
real feel of Nature in a nutshell and realize what is
meant by the famous line:"Seemingly, the hills and
waters have come to an end, yet before one knows it,
a rustic dwelling jumps into sight."

Suzhou gardens are not only the pride of Suzhou
people, but a witness to the thousands of years'
Chinese civilization, and a radiant gem in the
historical and cultural heritage of the world.
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