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6 Overview

Unit

UNIT 1
Fun Matters

previewing: using
sidebars (1), using titles
(2)

predicting (1, 2)
skimming (1, 2)
scanning for

details (1)

getting information
from a chart (2)

« note taking:

understanding reasons
(2), pro/ con (2)

« understanding

examples (2)
inferring ideas (2)

Reading Matters 3: Overview

* quotations (2)
= using introductions to
predict organization

(2)
« retelling: making a
profile (1)
answering a
questionnaire (1, 2)
summarizing opinion
()

* using quotes (2)

« vocabulary in context

(1,2)

« personal writing (1)

+ reaction writing (1)

* topic writing (2)

+ vocabulary log (2)

* personal
dictionary (2)

* studying online (1,2)

UNIT 2
Weather Matters

» brainstorming (3)

previewing (3)
surveying (3)

* getting main

ideas (3)
understanding details
(3)

skimming (3, 4)

« scanning for specific

information (4)
understanding special
terms (4)

compare and contrast

(3)

« presenting information

in note form (3)

applying information:

problem solving (3)

matching (4)

= recapping, reacting to,
and discussing
information (4)

* using evidence to

support ideas (4)

applying an

explanation (4)

+ synonyms (3)

« vocabulary in context,
using context to guess
meaning (3,4)

- adjective and noun

forms (3,4)

compound nouns (4)

* reaction writing (3, 4)
- studying online (3, 4)

UNIT 3
Time Matters

» chunking and

.

outlining (5)
understanding
different points of view
(5)

understanding
introductions (6)

compare and contrast
(5)
« matching

meanings (5, 6)
* using examples to
support ideas (5)

« vocabulary in context
(5)

« using descriptive
phrases (5)

+ words with symbolic

meaning (5)

matching general

information with

specific facts (6)

« reference words (6)

* reaction writing (5)

+ studying online (5, 6)

« explaining a different
point of view (6)
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Unit

[skius

~ |Activities

rVocabulga;jg -

J €xpansion

UNIT 4
Technology Matters

» predicting and using
knowledge (7, 8)

» skimming (7, 8)

using the introduction

(7)

tellback (7)

* scanning: tracing

development of ideas

(7,8)

note taking: finding

evidence (7, 8)

* prioritizing (8)

» using illustrations to

explain ideas (7)

retelling and reacting

to the

story (7)

» understanding special
terms (8)

« definitions (8)

* preparing a table (8)

» problem solving (8)

+ word form (7, 8)

= quotations in context
™

« defining special terms
7)

@®)

* grouping related terms

» studying online (7, 8)

* reaction writing (7, 8)

+ argumentative writing
(8)

+ reading about
unintended
consequences (8)

UNIT 5
Health Matters

= scanning for important
information (9)

« getting information
from a chart (9)

« note taking: following
a chronology (9)

+ getting information
from a time line (10)

= applying information:
making a decision (9,
10)

* note taking (9)

« giving an
opinion (10)

- retelling and reacting
to the story (9)

« word form (9, 10)

« using signal

words (9)

matching ideas and
details (9)

specialized vocabulary
9)

expressions in context
(10)

using quotes (10)

» discussion (9)

writing an

opinion (9)

» studying online (9, 10)
analyzing magazine
articles (9,10)
persuasive

writing (10)

.

UNIT 6
Attitude Matters

previewing (11)

= surveying (11)
scanning for examples
(11)

predicting (12)
understanding
inference (12)

« readings in the
news (11)

« evaluating ideas (11)

underlining facts to

support opinion (12)

stating opinions (12)

charting results (12)

language of examples
(11)

vocabulary in context
(11,12)

suffixes (11)

verb phrases (11)
adverbs (12)

word form (12)

« discussion (11, 12)
narrative reading (11,
12)

topic writing (11, 12)
studying online (11,
12)

critical reading for key
ideas (12)
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_Introduction to the Second €dition

The Reading Matters series is a four-level reading program comprising texts at
the high-beginning / low-intermediate, intermediate, high-intermediate, and
advanced levels. It fosters the development of active readers through a
multifaceted approach to interaction: interaction with the text, with other
readers, and with readings from sources beyond the classroom. This new
edition includes new and updated readings as well as additional readings in the
“Expanding Your Language” section of each chapter. The Reading Matters series
features stimulating extensive reading combined with intensive practice
provided by well designed tasks that develop both fluency and accuracy at each
level. The series incorporates the latest approaches to teaching productive
strategies — from understanding the purpose and nature of different texts to
guessing meaning from context, learning vocabulary for academic and
professional success, and learning how to access information in the media and
over the Internet.

In brief the series provides for:

© The development of active readers through interaction with a variety of
texts, and with authentic reading outside of the classroom.

€2 Thematic units featuring high-interest, level-appropriate, informative topics
that include texts about culture, science, the environment, business,
innovation, sports, and entertainment.

© A wide variety of reading types, such as articles, interviews, essays, charts,
and graphs.

© A skills and strategies overview of the comprehensive reading skills and
strategies in each chapter that feature the development of critical thinking
and information processing.

€2 Opportunities for personal reading, writing, and speaking activities.

€ An index of key vocabulary aimed at both academic and professional needs
(provided at college.hmco.com/pic/wholeythreeZe).
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& Access to the Reading Matters Online Study Center website,
which includes individualized learning and testing materials, at college.
hmco.com/pic/wholeythreeZe.

Extensive Reading

To develop fluency in reading, students need significant exposure to text — that
is, extensive reading. Extensive reading provides the opportunity to develop
automatic text-processing skills. Reading Matters offers high-interest reading
selections of sufficient length so that readers get the chance to increase the
amount of time spent in silent reading. Variety in text styles is an important
component of extensive reading. The series features a variety of styles and
genres including articles, interviews, graphs, and charts, so that readers develop
an awareness of the scope of reading as well as the various purposes for which
texts are written. Authentic texts or adapted authentic texts are used at
appropriate levels.

Intensive Reading

Reading Matters features thematically-related units on topics of interest and
relevancy today. These topics range from social issues, scientific advances, the
environment, and the business world to the fields of leisure, entertainment,
and culture. The activities in each unit help students develop fluency and
accuracy in reading by activating two complementary text processing methods:
top-down and bottom-up.

The Process of Reading

Top-Down

Reading Matters enhances the approaches readers use to understand reading
globally. In this series, the readers’ background knowledge of the topic and
critical thinking skills are engaged and readers are encouraged to make
predictions about what they expect to find in a text. The reader reads to
confirm or modify these predictions and begins to build a mental framework of
the information in the reading selection. Awareness of rhetorical patterns, such
as chronological ordering, cause and effect relationships, and other discourse
features aids in the comprehension of information from the reading. In
addition, Reading Matters helps the reader develop an awareness of the range
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of reading strategies, such as skimming, scanning, or previewing, that readers
have at their disposal. The ability to apply these strategies appropriately is an
important component of reading competency.

Knowledge of grammar and vocabulary has an effect on reading ability.
Although readers can predict content from their knowledge of text structure
or their background knowledge, a certain level of vocabulary recognition is
required for processing text. Reading Matters introduces and develops
vocabulary-building skills through such activities as guessing from context,
recognizing meaning, grouping words, and identifying the use of special terms.
Well-designed tasks help the reader learn new vocabulary and key words in
the text. In the context of thematic units, the reader’s vocabulary develops
naturally through exposure to a range of texts. Students engage in a gradual
process of acquiring key vocabulary by building from a basic level of vocabulary
to a wider net of related terms. Students build their understanding through
repeated use of language that contains key concepts and information.

In addition to a sclid vocabulary, fluent readers have a good knowledge of
syntactic structure.

Actively examining the important grammatical features of a text provides a
meaningful context for this kind of learning. To build reading competency, the
amount of exposure to reading as well as the identification and practice of
learning strategies for both vocabulary and grammar are tremendously
important. Reading Matters provides direction to readers through activities in
the “Vocabulary Building,” “Expanding Your Language,” and “Read On”
sections.

Skills Integration and Interaction

Reading is an active process. Interaction between and among students helps to
facilitate this process. In exchanging ideas about the information in a text,
readers confirm what they have understood. This confirmation process helps
to develop accuracy in reading. It also provides a motivation as well as a clear
purpose for reading.

The interrelationship of skills integration and interaction requires a holistic
approach to task design. The activities in Reading Matters are sequenced, and
the recycling of tasks in various combinations allows the progressive
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development of reading competency in ways that are fresh and effective. The
tasks are structured so that the learner builds skills and strategies progressively
but in ways that offers challenge as well as variety. In Reading Matters, the
reader uses and reuses the language of the selection both implicitly — to
bolster an answer — and explicitly, as in the exchange of information from
paired reading selections that provide complementary or contrasting
information on a topic. Readers orally explain the information from their
reading selection to readers who chose a different selection. Then, together,
they apply that information to carry out a new activity.

Text Organization

Unit
Organization

Reading Matters 3 contains six thematic units with two chapters in each unit. In
the second edition, each chapter features three to six reading selections. Many
readings have been updated and new readings have been introduced. The unit
themes feature topics of high interest to both academically-oriented and
general audiences. Most importantly, the selections are of sufficient length for
students to progressively develop fluency in reading. Through the chapter
readings, students are able to build a rich semantic network without sacrificing
variety so that interest in the topic is not exhausted. Within each unit, reading
selections are structured so that the information from one selection can be
compared with another.

You can choose among the chapters of a unit selectively to suit the needs of
various program types and teaching approaches. Complexity in both text type
and length, and difficulty in task type are structured to build gradually from
chapter to chapter and unit to unit. Some overlap in level of language and task
is built into each of the texts in the Reading Matters series so that you can
accommodate the various levels of students within a class.

Each unit in Reading Matters 3 features the following components:

€ Introducing the Topic: This introductory section identifies the theme. It
features the unit opener photo and quote, which are designed to stimulate

the readers’ curiosity about and prior experience with the theme, or its

personal relevance. The tasks are interactive and draw on a variety of media:
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text, photos, and graphics.

Chapters: The two chapters in each unit present various topics loosely
related to the theme.

For each of the reading selections the following tasks are presented:

"

> Chapter Openers include pre-reading reflection and discussion questions,

graphs, questionnaires, surveys, or illustrations. The purpose of this section
is to stimulate discussion of key ideas and concepts presented in the reading
and to introduce key vocabulary. Encourage students to explain their ideas
as completely as possible. Teach students strategies for maximizing their
interaction, such as turn taking, eliciting responses from all group members,
and naming a group leader and reporter. Whenever possible, re-form groups
to give students a chance to talk more until they feel comfortable with the
topic. Elicit key ideas and language from the students.

Exploring and Understanding Reading contains content questions of
varying levels of complexity. These questions guide students in the
development of their reading strategies for improving general
comprehension, developing an awareness of text structure, and evaluating
the content of a text in detail. Emphasize the purpose of the activity and
how it is tied to the development of a particular strategy. Point out the ways
in which students can apply their skills to reading assignments. Help
students build their tolerance for uncertainty. Point out that the purpose of
comparing and checking their answers with the information in the reading
is to verify as well as to become familiar with the information in the reading.
Act as a resource to help students find the accurate information. An answer
key that the instructor can use as needed is provided on the Reading Matters
website at college.hmco.com/pic/wholeythree2e.

Paired Readings include interactive Recapping, Retelling, Reacting to the
Reading, and Discussing the Story activities that involve oral presentation of
information from the readings, oral exchanges of information, and
discussion that involves critical evaluation of ideas, including comparison /
contrast and debate. At this level, talking about the reading they do is crucial
for improving students’ language use. Emphasize the importance of
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explaining the information in as natural and conversational a style as
possible. Help students to develop their skill at extracting important
information from a text by pointing out the purpose of note taking,
highlighting, and underlining key information. Emphasize the importance
of practicing at home for in-class presentations.

€ Vocabulary Building comprises tasks that introduce vocabulary-building
strategies such as the understanding of key terms, the interrelationship of

grammatical structure and meaning, using context cues, and developing
other aids to the fluent processing of reading selections. This edition adds
exercises in each chapter that focus on learning the meaning of verbs and
working with word form and function to foster the understanding of

academic and general vocabulary.

© Expanding Your Language presents activities that offer students additional
opportunities to use the material and strategies in the chapter. This section
often includes additional extended readings. Encourage students to use
these activities to further their own comprehension of the readings. Through
these activities, students can improve their writing fluency.

© Read On: Taking It Further presents opportunities for personal reading and
related activities, including suggestions for further reading as well as reading
and writing journal entries, keeping a vocabulary log, and word play.
Although most of this work will be done outside of class, time can be found
in the class schedule to report on some of the activities. This gives students
a purpose for the work and practice in developing their reading skills and
strategies.

Reading Matters Online Student Resources Website

Students gain confidence in their reading abilities as they discover how to
access information more easily from the press, over the Internet, and in their
professions or fields of study. The Internet activities give students a chance to
consolidate and extend their reading skills. Using the Reading Matters website
offers students the opportunity for productive work on an individual basis at
any time of day or night that’s convenient for them. Students are directed to the
online student resources website at the end of each chapter.



